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PREFACE. 

I T may be proper' to obferve, that the Author of 
the following treatife was born in Aberdeenfhire, 
in the north of Scotland, and was carried off in his 
infancy from that city, by his own countrymen, and 
fold as a Jlave in America ; after continuing in this 
ft ate of Jlavery for many Years, he ivas at laft un¬ 
fortunately taken captive by the favage Indians, in 
whofe hands he remained for fome years, andfuffered, 
during their hunting expeditions, the moft fevere 
hardftjips. At the fame time, he was an eye-wit* 
nefs of many in/lances of the moft diabolical cruelty, 
perpetrated by thofe favages on the perfons of feve- 
ral of the inhabitants of the back-fettlements, who 
met with a ftill worfe fate than the author. 

After making his efcape from thefe inhuman 
wretches, which he effected almoft in a miracu¬ 
lous manner, he entered a volunteer in his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, and was in feveral expeditions a- 
gainft the French and Indians in the late war, in 
which he endeavoured to revenge the cruel treat¬ 
ment he had met. with from the latter g but was, at 
laft, taken prifbner at the fiegeof Ofwego, andfent to 
England in a cartehjhip. Soon after , receiving his 
difcharge from the fervice, he publijhed a book, in¬ 
tituled, French and Indian Cruelty, &c. in which 
he recites, in a concife, but diftintt, manner, a fe- 
ries of the moft unexampled cruelty and barbarity, 
committed by thefe favages, to which they were excit¬ 
ed in a great degree by the influence o/ French gold. 

Gn that occafion, he only gave an account of the 
difpofitions of the Indians in general, and fever al 
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remarkable infiances of their cruelty ; but, in the 
prefentpublication, he endeavours to give the rea• 
^ tr a a diftintt rdew of their various manners and 
cujtoms, their principles religious and civil, their 
genius, diversions, commerce, agriculture, &c. -with 
every thing relating to them , not taken notice of by 
any other writer on that fubjeft. In the following 
treat fe is alfo given a description of the ferptnts, 
and many other of the uncommon animals inhabiting 
that part of the globe, and moft of thefe delineated, 
on copper ; to which is added an accurate account of 
the wonderful falls of Niagara. 

During the author J s peregrinations in that conn-- 
try, he had an opportunity (to his cojt) of making 
7rtc j of the obfervathns he now offers to the publick, 
™ * feting penally what he here deferi be s ; fo 

the accounts he gives can be liable to no fufpU 
Cion of exaggeration. J 

To thefe entertaining particulars, he hasfubjoined 
a plate and defeription of a curious and ufeful met - 
Chine, for cutting down cats and barley , with di- 
V f j 0715 how to handle it. This machine, if pro¬ 
perly ujed cannot fail of proving of the moft uni- 
€r y . a “V age both to the landlord and farmers ; 
in the event of rainy or windy harvefts, may 
jave an tmmenfe quantity of grain, which mufi 
C envoys per ifthrough the flow ordinary opera¬ 
tion of cutting down with the fickle. 

C n 0 r rr ', t0 vender this treat ife ft ill more univer - 
ja y ujeful, there is added a concife and diftindl 
view of the whole world, neceffary for the perufal 
op Juch as cannot reach the price of high-priced 
books on geography 

whole is concluded with general obfervations 
on t ie nature of fubmifftons and decreets-arbitral , 
which may prove of Jtngular ufe to fuch as may be in . 
if 11 au 'f rocc U cs > u 'h:ch they may want H 
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travels 

AMONG THE 

Indians in America. 


I. A Description of the Mohawk Indians. 

T H J' S E Peop'f live upon the Mohawk or 
ShcncBady river, which lies north of 
Aew York, Pennfyhama, Maryland, and 

•II ft e P j‘r o{V "'g ,ma > having a caftle or 

village, weftward from Albany forty miles, and an 
other fixty-nme miles well, and are in number 
about 500 fighting men. 

The chief of this nation was old Kina Hen- 
dnek, the> great -Mobank Sachem, who wat Pain 
m the field of battle, fighting like a lion againft 
the French , and Indians in their intereft a tlnb* 
Ceorge jepiemhcr 8th 1755. H is fon being 
told of his father’s death gave the Indian groan 
as isufuai among them upon fuch occasions; 
and fuddenly clapping his hand upon his left 
breaft, fwore his father was flill alive in that 
place, and ftood there in the perfon of his fon 
The death of old King Hendrick, who wa'v 
dored by the Indians, fo much exafperated them 
agamft the French, that it was with the greatcfl 
difficulty, that General Johnfon could prevent 
their fury and refentment, from wrecking itfelf 
on the perfon of Dieskaw, the French General 
at that time a prifoner of war in the Eritlth n,' 
rny; him they would, without the leal! cere- 
— mony, 
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mony, have facrificed to their wrath, had it not 
been for the immediate interpofition of General 
Johnfon, who is held in great efteem among the 
Indians , and is one of their Sachems ; an honour 
conferred on him by thefe people, for the many 
fignal fervices done by him in fuppreflfing the 
French , and for which he was alio created a ba¬ 
ronet of Great Britain. The like title of honour was 
in the year 1766 likeways conferred on his Son. 

The Mohawk tribe are the mod feniible, and 
are likeways the greateft warriours we have a- 
mong the Indian nations in America, and have 
been the allies of Great Britain for upwards of 
50 years pad.—During the late war, they were, 
and are dill, kept in Britifb'pay, under the com¬ 
mand of General Johnfon , who has been mod 
jaftive and indudrious, in keeping feveral nations 
of Indians in the drifted friendfhip and conjun¬ 
ction with the Britifn troops, in the time of ap¬ 
proaching danger to the plantations in general, 
upon the continent of America ; when every hu¬ 
mane foul was (truck with the utmoft dread and 
horror, beholding the French with their diabo¬ 
lical inftruments, the accurfed favages, lurking 
in their dens, until their wilhed-for opportunity 
offered, when, mor.e furious than an hungry lion, 
they rufli forth upon the innocent prey, helplefs 
of every mean of defence ; and, with all the 
cruelty of Canibals, fcalp, butcher, and tear a* 
funder the limbs and bowels of the tender infant, 
yet fuckling on the bread of the airlifted mo¬ 
ther, while, with a tender affe&ipn, flic endea¬ 
vours to fuccour and defend it in her anxious 
bofom, and, with prayers and intreaties, endea¬ 
vouring to prevail for mercy, but all in vain, 
thefe inhuman wretches, prompted on by a 
damnable fet of French Canadians , would Men 
to no intreatips. to fpare either the tender and 

helplefs 
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helplefs innocent, or its diftrefled mother. No loft 
expreflions, no Toothing words, were fufficient to 
foften the hardened hearts of thefe monfters of im¬ 
piety and cruelty, the careful parents,and the help¬ 
lefs babe, in the arms of the weeping mother, fuf- 
fered one common fate, in every lhape, and in all 
the horrid methods that the cruelty of thefe in¬ 
fernal monitors could devife; and, while thefe 
poor unguarded and unfufpe&ing people, quite 
unprepared for any refinance, thinking of no 
evil,were fitting round at their peaceful lupper, in 
order to prepare for their reft, that they might 
be enabled to undergo the fatigues of the enfu- 
ing day. At thefe, and fuch like times, do 
thefe monftc-rs of wrath, and their wicked emif- 
faries, fall to work, to wreck their wicked pur- 
pofes, and make all who are fo unlucky as to 
fall in their way, fure to fall a facrifice, and to 
fuffer in one horrid torture and final deflruaion. 

Before I proceed any further in this hiftory, I 
here think it my duty, in order to do honour to 
the memories of King Hendrick , and feveral o- 
thers of the Mohawk chiefs, to prefent my rea¬ 
der with a tranllation of the fpeeches, made by 
fome of thefe Indians , to the Reprefentatives of 
our American Colonies at the congrefs at Albany 9 * 
in the year 1754. 

Thefe fpeeches cannot fail to be agreeable, as 
well as entertaining to my readers, as they not 
only contain the fenfe of the Indians on our flatc- 
affairs there, but fome {trains of native elo¬ 
quence, which might have done honour to a 
Tally or a Demo/lhenes. 

The anlwer of the Six Nations to the Ceneral’s 
fpeech made to him by the Lieutenant-governor 
of New York, in his Majefty’s name, and in tho 
name, and prefence, and behalf of the feveral go-- 
vernments on the continent, July 2d, 1754, was 
in the following words: 


Abraham * 
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Abraham, Sachem of the Upper Caftle of the 
Mohawks, rofe up, and fa id, 
te Brethren, you, the Governor of New-Tork, 
<< and the Commiflioners of the other govern- 
u ments, are you ready to hear us?” 

The Governor replied, they were all ready. 
Then Hendrick, brother to the faid Abraham , 
and a Sachem of the fame Cafile, rofe up, and 
fpoke in behalf of the Six Nations, as follows : 

“ Brethren, juft now you told us, you were 
“ ready to hear us, hearken to me, brother Cor- 
4t lair, fa name given to the Governors of New- 
t( York by the Indians, long ago] and brothers of 
“ the other governments. Saturday laft, you told 
a us, that you came here by order of the Great 
tl King, our common father, and in him to re- 
“ new the ancient chain of fiiendfhip between 
41 this and the other governments on the conti- 
41 nent and us, the Six United Nations ; and you 
4 ‘ faid alfo, there were then prefent Commif- 
“ fioners from Maffacbufet's Bay, New Hamp- 
<c /hire, Connecticut, Rhode-:J 1 and, Pcnnjylvania, and 
Maryland; and that Virginia and Carolina de- 
<e fired to be conftdered alfo as prefent. We re- 
<{ joice, that, by the King’s orders, we are alt 
“ met here this day, and arc glad to fee each 
“ other, face to face ; we are very thankful for 
“ the fame, and we look upon the Governor of 
<e South Carolina and Virginia as alfo prefent. 
iC [Gave a belt] Brethren, we thank you, in the 
^ moft hearty manner, for your condolence to. 
“ us; we alfo condole all your relations and 
“ friends, who have died fince our laft meet- 
<c ing here [Gave three firings of Wampum.} 
41 Brethren, [holding the chain-belt, given by his 
honour and the feveral Governors, in his hand] 
^ \yrq return you all our moft grateful acknow- 

1 *- ledge ments* 
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* lodgements, for renewing and brightening the 
“ covenant-chain of friendfhip. 

“ This chain-belt is of very great importance 
u to onr United Nations and all our allies, we 
** will therefore take it to Mandago , Where our 

* council-fire always burns, and keep it fo fe- 
“ curely, that neither thunder nor lightening . 
“ fliall break it. There we will confult over it, 

“ and as we have lately added two links to it,. 
“ fo we will do our endeavours to add as many 
u more links to it as lies in our power; and we 
** hope, when we fhew you this belt again, we 
“ fliall give you reafon to rejoice at it, by your 
“ feeing the vacancies in it filled up; [refer- 

ring to his honour's explanation of it in his ge- 
“ neral fpeechj in themean time, we defire, that 
“ you will firengthen yourfelves, and bring as 
“ many into this covenant as you poffibly cany 
“ we do folemnly renew and brighten the cove- 
“ nant-chain with our brethren here prefent,' and 
“ with all our other abfent brethren on the con- - 
“ tinent. 

“ Brethren, as to the accounts you have heard,- 
“ of our living divided from each other. It is 
“ very true, we have feveral times attempted to 
“ draw off thofe of our brethren, who are fettled 
“ a t Ofvjegatie, but in vain ; for the Governor of 
“ Canada is like a wicked deluding fpirit; how- 
“ ever, as you deftre, we fhall perfift in our en- - 
" deavours. 

“ You have afkcd us the reafon of our living 
ct in this divided manner. The reafon is> your 
t<r negle&ing us thefe three- years paff, [then 
“"taking a flick, and throwing it behind his back, 
<<r and faying] you have thus thrown us behind 
^ your backs,* and'difregarded us'; whereas, the 
“‘French 2 ,re a fubtile and vigilant people, ever 
A - ufihg' 
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M ufing their utmoft endeavours to fed’uce and? 
v bring over our people to them. [Gave a belt.} 
*' Brethren, as to the encroachments of the 
v French\ and what you have (aid to us on that 
“ article,, on behalf of the King, our father, as 
c - this matter was laid before us, as of great im- 
** portance fo we have made a 1M£1 enquiry 
c ‘ among all our people, if any of them have 
“ either fold, or given the French leave to build 
“ the forts you mention,, and we cannot find,. 
“ that either fale has been made, or leave been 
Ci given, but the French have gone thither, with- 
“ out. our approbation, nor even mentioned it 
£ to us*. 

<f Brethren, the Governor of Virginia , and 
^ the Governor of Canada , are both quarrelling 
<<r about lands belonging to us ; and fuch a quar- 
“ rel as this, may end to our deftru&ion; they 
fight who (hall have the land. The Gover- 
i( nors of Virginia and Pennfyhania have made 
41 paths through our country, to trade and build- 
u houfes, without acquainting us with it; they 
fhould have firft afked our confent to build 
“ there,^ as was done when Ofwego was built* 
u [Gave a belt.] 

41 ■ Brethren,, it is very true, as you told ns, 
that the clouds hang heavy over us, and it is 
not.very pleafant to look upj but we give you . 
** this, belt, [giving a belt] to clear away all thefe 
€( clouds, that we may all live in bright fun-ihine, 
and keep together in ftritt union and friend- 
fhip,. then we (hall become ftrong, and no** 
^ thing can hurt us. 

Brethren, this is.the ancient place of treaty,. 
u where, the fire of friendfhip always ufed to 
hurn,.and it is now three years lince we have 
** been called to any publick treaty. It is true, . 
are. Conimiifioners here, but they have 
* sever 
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u never invited ustofmoke with them, [by which 
u they mean, the CommifTioners never had invited 
11 them to any conferenced but the Indians of 
** Canada came frequently and fmoked with 
u them, which is for the fake of their beaver,. 
41 but we hate them, [meaning the French Indi- 
w ans ] we have not as yet confirmed the peace 
u with them : it is your fault, brethren, we are 
11 not frrengthened, by conqueft for we fhould. 
u have gone and taken Crown.Point, butyouhin- 
“ dered us.. We had concluded to go and take it, 
il but we were net told, till it was too late, and 
41 that the ice would not bear us : inftcad of this, 
“ you burnt your own fort at Sananghtagee , and 
ts run away from it, which was a fhame and a 
“ fcandal to you. Look about your country and 
44 fee; you have no fortifications about you, no, 

4t not even to this city-It is but one flep 

u from Canada hither, and the French may ea- 
4 ‘ fily come, and turn you out of doors. 

“ Brethren, you defired us to fpeak from the 
u bottom of our hearts, and we fhall do it. Look 
4 ‘ about you, and fee all thefe houfes full of bea- 
44 ver, and the money is all gone to Canada 
i( likeways powder, lead, and guns,, which the 
44 French make ufe of at the Ohio. 

“ Brethren, you were defirous we fhould? 
44 open to you our hearts ; look at the French , 
44 they are men, they are fortifying every where / 
44 but we are afhamed to fay it, you are like wo* 
' l men, bare and open, without any fortifica- 
\ 44 tions.” 

Here Hendrick ending his fpeech, .his brother, 
Abraham , rofe up, and faid, 

« Brethren, we fhould let you know, what 
€ * was our defire three years ago, when Colonel 
44 Johnfon. laid down the management of the ln- 

“ diaip ’ 
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“ diari affairs, which gave us great uneafinefs. 
The Governor then told us, [the Governor of 
New-York] it was not in his power to continue 
him, but that he Would confult the Council of 
“ Ne-w-Torky that he was going over to England, 
“ and promifed to recommend our delrgn to the 
“ that Colonel JohnJhn fhouid have the 

** management of Indian affairs, and that the new 
** Governor fhould have the power to re-inflate 
<! belong waited in expectation of- Hiis 

| being done, but hearing no more of it, we em- 
“ brace this opportunity of laying this belt [and 
gave it] before all our brethren here prefent,, 
^ and defiie, that Colonel Johnfin may be re-in¬ 
flated, and have the management of Indian 
affairs; for we all lived happy while under 
** his management; for we love him, and he us; 

and he has always been our good and trully 
“ friend. 

brethren, I forgot fome thing: we think our 
C< re< ltiefl about Colonel Jobnfon, which Go¬ 
vernor Clinton promifed to carry to the 
u King, our father, is drowned in the Tea: the 
fire here is burnt out.” [And turning his face 
the New-York Commiifioners for Indian affairs iri 
Albany, there prefent, defired them to take no¬ 
tice what-he faid.] 


A fpeech made by King Hendrick y in the name 
of the Mohawks of the Upper Cajlle [ Cornejo -- 
hary] attended with feveral Sachems of each 
of the other nations to the Governor of 
Nerv-Yorky in a private audience, July 2* 
Biethren, we had a mefiage, fome time fince. 

M Jfr mC 5 t / OU this pIace > where the burns. 

We of Connejohary met the mefTenger you fent 
“ Wlth a letter, at Colonel Joknfin's - 5 an d as foon 

“ US'- 
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as wc received it, we came running down, and 
the Six Nations are now here compbat.” 

The Governor raid, 

“ Brethren of the Six Nations, you are wel- 
“ come. I take this opportunity, now you are 
4t all together, to condole the lol’s, on the death 
“ of your friends and relations fince you laft 
“ met here, and with this firing of JVampum I 
4t wipe away your tears, and take forrow from 
“ your hearts, that you may open your hearts > 
“ and fpeak freely.” £A firing of Wampum.] 

Hendrick replied, 

u Brother, we thank you for condoling our 
44 lofs, for wiping away our tears, that we may 
“ fpeak freely; and as we do not doubt but you 
“ have loft fome of your great men and friends, 
*' we give you this firing of condolence, in return, 
44 that it may remove your forrows, that we may 
41 -both fpeak freely.” fGave a firing.] Then 
Hendrick , addreffmg himfelf to the Six Nations, 
faid, “ That laft year he attended Colonel John - 
44 fon to Onondago , to do fervice to the King and 
44 their people: That Colonel Johnfon told them, 
“ another Governor was expelled foon, and they 
44 would then have an opportunity of feeing him 
44 and laying their grievances before him: That 
44 the new Governor arrived foon after, and 
44 fcarcely had they heard of his arrival, but they 
“ had an account of his death ; and that he was 
<l now glad to fee his honour, to whom he would 
44 declare his grievances. 

“ Brother, we thought you would wonder 
44 why we of Connejohary ftaid fo long: we fhali 
now give you the reafon. Laft fummer, we. 
44 of Connejohary were at New York, to make our 
<< complaint, and we thought then the covenant-. 

“ chain 
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chain was broken, becaufe we were negle&ed, 
u and when you neglect bufinefs, the French take 
u advantage of ir, for they are never quiet. It 
<l feemed to us the Governor had turned his 
u back upon the Five Nations, as if they were to 
“ be no more; whereas the French are doing all 
“ in their power to draw us over to them. We 
u told the Governor, laft iummer, we blamed 
“ him for the negieft of the Five Nations, and 
6 at the fame time we told him, the French were 
“ drawing the Five Nations to Ofrmgathle ) owing 
u td that neglect, which might have been pre- 
u vented, if proper ufe had been made of that 
4m warning; but, now, we are afraid it is too late. 
“ We remember how it was in former times, 
4i when we were a (Irong and powerful people; 
“ Colonel Schuyler ufed frequently to come a- 
“ mong us, and by this means we kept together. 

“ Brother, we, the Mohawks , are in very dif- 
“ ficult circumftmces, and are blamed for things 
44 behind our backs, which we do not deferve. 
41 Laft fummer, when we went up with Colonel 
41 Johnfon to Onondago , and he made his fpecch 
41 to the Five Nations, the Five Nations faid they 
“ liked the fpeech, but that the Mohawks had 
41 made it. We are looked upon by the other 
“ nations, as Colonel Johnfris Counsellors, and 
<( fuppofed to hear all news from him, which is 
41 not the cafe; for Colonel johnfon does not re- 
“ ceive from or impart much news to us. This 
“ is our reafon for (laying behind; for if we had 
“ come frft, the other nations would have faid, 
4< that we made the Governor’s fpeech ; and 
“ therefore, though we were refolved to come, 
41 we intended the other nations (hould be before 
4< us, that they might hear the Govcrijojc’s (peech, 
“ which we could hear afterwards. 


« There 
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<e There are fome of our people, who have 
44 large open ears, and talk a little broken Eng* 

44 1 <J 1 ?, and Dutch ; fo that they hear what is faid 
“ by the Chriltian fettlers near them, and by this 
44 means we come to underftand, that we are 
looked upon to be a proud nation, and there- 
“ fore ftaid behind : it is true, and known, we 
* are fo, and that we, the Mohawks , are the 
“ head of all the other nations : here they are, 

“ and mufl own it; but, it was not out of pride 
44 we Connejoharies ftaid behind, but for the rea- 
“ fon we have already given.” 

The Rejoinder of the Six Nations , delivered 4th 
July. 

“ Brother of New-York, and Brethren of the 
“ feveral governments, we, on our ftde, are e- 
l< qually as much rejoiced as you have exprefTed 
44 yourfelves to be, on renewing and brightening 
44 the ancient covenant-chain between all his 
4C Majefty’s governments on the continent, and 
44 us the Six United Nations. 

<( As to what the Governor of New-York told 
44 us as yefterday, relating to the Commiflioners 
“ of the Indian affairs at Albany, we are much 
<( obliged to him for his promile to direff them 
44 to take due notice of us for the future: That 
44 he will try them for one year longer; and for 
<{ giving us ltave to acquaint the Governor, if 
44 they don’t truft us as brethren. 

“ Brethren, We have told the Governor of 
« New-York , how Colonel Johnfon has behaved, 
44 and our opinion of him, and the danger we 
“ thought ourfclves in when he left off the ma- 
44 nagement of Indian affairs. If he fail us, we 
44 die : however, we agreed to what the Gover- 
K nor propofed to us. He is mafter of all, to do 
r 44 what 








1 - -P. Williamson’s 

“ what he pleafes, and we fubmit the whole 
“ affair to him. [Gave a belt.] 

“ Brethren, we are very thankful to the King, 
“ our father, for ordering his commiflioners, from 
te fo many governments, to meet us here, in or- 
“ der to enquire into all matters concerning us, 
44 ar, d to put every thing upon a right footing. 
We rejoice that we have opened our hearts to 
each other, and we return the Governor, and 
<e all the Commiffioners from the feveral govern- 
u ments, our thanks for the fame. 

“ Brethren, fome time ago, the King, our fa- 
il ther, fcnt a prefent to the Governor of Virgi - 
<( glma , who lent a melfengcr to the Six Nations, 
that we fliould come down to Virginia and re- 
ec ceive it; but we could not come : we have 
“ fince been informed, that the prefent was fent 
u to the Ohio P [The fpeaker then proceeded to 
repeat, as the manner of the Indians ever is, the 
fubllance of what was faid to them yefterday, on 
the part of the government of Pennsylvania , by 
Mr. JVrifer , the interpreter of the government.] 
“ We allow that the road from Pennfylvania to 
u the Ohio is no new road, but has been travelled 
“ thefe- thirty years by the traders. AVethank 
M the Governor of Virginia for a flirting the Jndi- 
ci ans at the Ohio, who are our relations and al- 
u ^ es J and we approve of the Governor of Penn- 
•* fylyania'% not having hitherto intermeddled in 
“ this affair: he is a wife and prudent man, and 
“ well knew his own time. 

We return the Governor of Neiu-Tork, and 
“ all the other Governors, our moll hearty 
U thanks, [then the fpeaker bowed to his honour 
“ and the Commiffioners] for the promife of pro¬ 
tection given us, of our lands, and the acknow- 
“ ledgment that the right of fettling it is in us. 
[Gave a belt.] 


" Brethren, 
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“ Brethren, we put you in mind of our for- 
“ mer fpcech, of the defencelefs Bate of our fron- 
** f^rs, particularly of the country of Chennetta- 
“ dy, and of the country of the Five Nations. 
“ You told us yefterday, you were confulting a- 
“ bout fecuring both yourfelves and us : we beg 
“ you would contrive upon fomething fpeedily: 
“ you are not fafe from danger one day. The 
« French have their hatchets in their hands, both 
“ at the Ohio and in two places in Neiu-England 
“ we don’t know but this very night they may 
“ attack us. One of the principal reafons why 
“ we defire you would be fpeedy in this matter 
is, that fince Colonel Johnfon has been in this 
“ city, there has been a French Indian nt his houfe, 
* e who took meafure of the wall round it, and 
‘‘ made very narrow obfervations of every thing 
“ thereabouts. We think Colonel Johnfon is iii 
very great danger, becaufe the French will take 
more than ordinary pains, either to kill him or 
“ to take him prifoner, upon account of his great 
“ interefl among us, being one of the Five Na- 
“ tions.” [Colonel Johnfon is one of their Sa¬ 
chems.-Gave four firings of wampum.] 


I 




His Honour faid, 

“ 1 have now done fpeaking to you, but be- 
“ fore I cover up the fire, I mull recommend to 
<c you to behave peaceably and quietly to all 
" your brethren, and their cattle, on your return 
4i home.” 


Hendrick replied, 

“ Your Honour told us you now covered up 
“ the fires, and we are all highly pleafed, that 
“ all things have been fo amicably fettled, and 
“ hope that all that has pafied between us may 
“ be filially obferved on both fides. 

B “ Brethren 
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“ Brethren of the feveral governments, we 
€i hope that you will not fail in the covenant- 
*' chain, wherewith we are mutually bound, 
« and have now fo folemnly renewed and ftrength- 
« ened : if we do not hold faft to this chain of 
“ friendfliip, our enemies will laugh us to fcorn. 

« Brethren, we wifh you would all contribute 
ct to make fome provision for us in our return 
“ home, which will effcftually prevent our people 
“ from killing the inhabitants cattle ; and we de- 
lt lire you would provide fome waggons for us 
“ to go to Chcne 6 lady\ we think this expence 
will be too heavy for one province, as we have 
il the prefents from all to carry up : we beg we 
fi may take all care of the fire of friendlhip, and 
« preferve it, by our mutual attention, from any 
*< injuries. We will take care of it on our fides, 
** and hope our brethren will do fo on theirs. 

We wifh the tree of friendlhip may grow up 
(t to a great height, and then we fhall be a power- 
“ ful people. 

“ We, the United Six Nations, fhall rejoice in 
tl the increafe of our ftrength, fo that all other 

“ nations may (land in awe of us.-Brethren, 

« I w iH juft tell you what a people we were for- 
« merly. If any enemies rofe up againft us, we 
« had no occafion to lift up our whole hand a- 
** gainft them, for our little finger was fufficient; 

and as we have now made fo flrong a confede. 
u racy, if we are truly earned therein, we may 
*< retrieve the ancient glory of the Five Nations. 

« Brethren, we have now done; but one word 
o more we mud add : if the French continue their 
hoftilities, the interpreter will want afliftance, 
* three or four to be joined with him: but this 
matter we fubmit to the Governor. We have 
« now fully finifhed all we have to fay, ,> 
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si Speech made by The River, or Stockbridge 

Indians, to the Governor and Commiflioners . 

“ Fathers, we are greatly rejoiced to Tee you 

u all here; it is by the will of heaven we arc 

“ met here, and we thank you for this opportu- 

“ nity of feeing you all together, as it is a long 

“ while fince we had fuch a one. 

“ Fathers, who are here prefent, we will give 

4t you a fliort relation of the long friendfhip, 

“ which hath fubfified between the white people 

u of this country and us. Our fathers had a 

il cafile on the river; as one of them walked 

“ out, he faw fomething on the river, but was at a 

u lofs to know what it was : he took it at firfi for 

u a great fifli; he run into the cafile, and gave 

i( notice to the other Indians j two of our fathers 

“ went to fee what it was, and found it a veflel, 

« men in it - * "■”■ 

mcii til ^ .mineU. u .viy juinccf 

u hands with the people in the vefiel, and became 

“ friends. The white people told them, they 

“ would not come up the river any further at that 

“ time ; and faid to them, they would return 

“ back from whence they came, and come again 

€t in a year’s time ; according to their promife, 

“ they returned back in a year’s time, and came as 

“ far up the river, as where the old fort Rood. Our 

“ fathers invited them on fhore, and faid to them : 

“ Here we will give you a place to make you a 

“ town; it lhall be from this place up to iuch a 

“ fiream, f meaning where the Pitteroon-mill now 

“ Rands,] and from the river-bank up to the hill. 

“ Our forefathers told them, though they were now 

“ a fmall people, they would in time multiply r 

“ and fill up the land they had given them. 

“ After they were a-Riore fome time, fomc 
<l other Indians , who had not feen them before^ 
“ looked fiercely at them; and our forefathers’ 
B 2 ** obfervedfc 
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“ obferved it, and feeing the white people fo few 
° in number, left they ftibuld be deftroyed, took 
and fheltered them under their arms . but it 
** turned out, that thofe Indians did not defire to 
€( deftroy them, but wilhed alfo to have the fame 
41 white people for their friends. At this time, 
4( which we have now fpoken of, the white 
<( people Were fmall, but we were very nume- 
** rous and ftrong. We defended them in that 
4t low ftate j but now the cafe is altered, you are 
41 now numerous and ftrong, but we are few and 
* e weak; therefore, we expert, that you will a£t 
4< by us, in thofe circumftances, as we did by 
4< you in thefe we have juft now related. Wc 
4< view you now as a very large tree, which has 
<e taken deep root in the ground, whofe branches 
4 ‘ are fpread very wide * we ftand by the bo- 
%< dy of the tree, and we look round to fee, 
* ( if there be any one endeavouring to hurt it; 
41 and if it fhould fo happen, that any are power- 
4( ful enough to deftroy it, we are ready to fall 
“ with it. [Gave a belt.] 

“ Fathers, you fee, how early we made friend- 
41 fhip with you. We tied each other in a ftrong 
41 chain, that chain has not yet been broken: 
4< wc now clean and rub that chain, to make it 
<{ brighter and ftronger: and we determine, on 
<e our parts, that it /Hall, never be broken ; and, 
we hope, that you will take care, that neither 
4< you, nor any one elfe, fhall break it; and we 
arp greatly rejoiced, that peace and friendfhip 
<e have folong fubfifted between us.” 

From thefe, and many other fuch noble argu¬ 
ments, delivered by the Indian Chiefs to our in¬ 
active Governors in America, they were made at 
haft to be more attentive to their intereft,when eve¬ 
ry thing under their command was. going to utter 

deftruftion, 
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deftru&ion, for want of men of abilities, fkill and’ 
prudence, to carry into execution the great con'* 
quefts we have now at length obtained in that part 
of the world ; whereas, at firft, nothing was to- 
be feen painted in the face of every mortal, but 
horrour, defpair and defoktiort through the 
whole, every- thing was under fuch bad manage¬ 
ment ; then were the Indians allowed, without 
moleftation, to penetrate into the heart of our 
country ; and fcarce a night paffed, but fome un¬ 
happy family fell victims to favage cruelty; 
while the French, on the other hand, erefted for¬ 
tifications at our doors, for reception of Indian 
plunder. This at laft did indeed awaken our 
commanders from their lethargy, and roufed up’ 
among them fuch a fpirit of indignation and re¬ 
fen tment, that, to work they went, with more' 
diligence, refolution and caution,- than they' 
had formerly done.- Then, and not till- then, 
when almoft too late, they opened their eyes,- 
and perceived their error, and began to court 
the friendfhipof the Indians, knowing then that' 
there was no other way of bringing them over" 
to our incereft, but by policy and good ufage, • 
and by maintaining a good underftandmg with' 
them, as may be obferved from the fpeecbes of 
the Chiefs above rehearfed. 

Having thus far fatisfied my readers, by giving*, 
them an exaft and authentic^ tranflation of the’ 
fpeecbes of the Indian' Chiefs to the 7 Governor, - 
and Commiflioners, appointed to treat with them,- 
as above mentioned, I fhall now proceed in my 
biftory ; introductory to which, I fhall begin \vith\ 
the following flory; as was declared by two of 
the Indian Chiefs before the -Governor-of iVew-" 
Dork . - 

J&jS (Jay.enquilique'ijfi 
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Cayenquiliquea and Rattlefnake Sam, two of the 
Mohawk Indian Chiefs, in their journey to Ofwe- 
gatehie ,. an Indian Cettlement on the borders of Ca¬ 
nada, in'a vifit to fbme relations, who have been, 
many years there under the command of the Fr.enc h y 
did, on their return home,, declare before the Go¬ 
vernor of New-York, “ That they endeavoured to 
** perfuade thefe relations, and the other Mo- 
t( hawks at Ofwegatehie,. to leave the French 
v ' in good time,, and return to their own country,. 

telling them, that the Englijh (formerly wo- 
v men>l were now all turned into men, and were 
as thick all. over the country, as the trees in 4 
€( the woods ; that they had taken the Ohio , Ni- 
** agar a, Cadarque ,. Ticonderago,. Lcnuifaurgh, Que 
beck and Montreal , and that they would foon 
eat up the remainder of the French in Canada ,. 
** and all. the. Indians that adhered to them,’* But 
the' French Indians anfwered, “ Brethren, you? 
“ are deceived; the Englijh cannot eat up the 
French f , their mouths are too little,, thein 
^ jaws too weak,, and their teeth not lharp> 
u ' enough,. Our father, Onaniio (/. e. the Gover- 
€< nor of Canada) has told us, and we believe him,, 
that the Englijh, like a thief, have ftolen Louif- 
“ burgh and Que heck from the Great King, while 
u his. back was turned,, and he was looking an*. 
i( other way : but now, he has turned his faGe,. 

and.fees,what the Englijh have done,, he is go- 
t( ing into their country with a thoufand great. 

canoes 0 (/. e, (hips, of war) and all his warri- 
ci ours ; r and he. will take the little Englijh King, 
“ and:pinch him,, till he make him cry out^ and. 
{i give Sack what he has ftolen y. in the manner 
her was, made t<x give back Louifhurgh, about 
* ten, fummexs agoand. this your eyes will'foom 

Thefe,, 
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Thefe, and fuch like notions and prejudices,, 
we find induftrioufly fpread among the Six Na¬ 
tions ; for the Indians have no notion or idea of 
exchanging conquefts,. of of delivering up what 
is once taken* unlefs it be from, motives of tear*, 
or weaknefs,. as they know very little of what 
pafies in other parts of the world. 

No people on earth have a more exalted no¬ 
tion,. or higher fenfe of liberty, than the Mohawk- 
Indians have y nor are there any people in the 
world,, who have ftronger affections for their re¬ 
lations and friends,, than they have.-When of¬ 

fended, they are the moft implacable, vindictive 
enemies that can be imagined: no diftance of 
place,, no lapfe of time, nor no motives of gain 
will efface the injury, or abate their r.efentment 
but, on the contrary, they will lie in wait for 
every opportunity of obtaining fatisfacHon, and 
wrecking their vengeance upon the offenders 
and, whenever fuch opportunity offers, they are 
fere to revenge themfelves in the moft ample and 
fcvere manner that their?refentment. and fury can 
feggeft. 

Thefe people have fuch notions of liberty, that 
they will fooner facrifice their, lives^ thanTubmit 
to the arbitrary fway or controul of any power 
on earth; and in battle they never? yield,, choof-- 
ing rather to feffer death by the hands of their 
enemies, than to allow themfelves to be taken? 
prifoners. 

Their, notions of military glory are like ways 
very exalted ; . of which no people in the world 
entertain more lofty, and fublime ideas, than thofe 
warlike Indians of the. Six Nations, who are much 
of the fame difpofition with the Mohawk Indians y, 
o£ whom they are defcendecL. 

iih©? 
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The furrounding nations of Indians have felt 
the effects of their prowefs, and many, not only 
became tributaries to them, but were llkeways 
fubjugated to their power; fo that, without their 
confent, thefe nations durft neither commence 
war or declare peace; 

Though a regular police for the prefervation 
of order and harmony within, or for the defence 
of theftate againft invafions from without, is not 
to be expected from the people of whom I am 
now treating; yet, perhaps, more attention to 
thefe things has been paid by them, than is ge¬ 
nerally allowed..-Their government is fuited 

to their condition : a people, whofe riches confift 
not fo much in abundance, as in freedom from 
want; who are circumfcribed by no boundaries; 
who live by hunting and not by agriculture, mu ft 
always be free ^ and, therefore, fubjett to no o- 
ther authority, than fuch as confifts with the li¬ 
berty naturally arifing from their circumftances.— 
All their affairs, whether refpedling peace or war, 
are under their Sachems, or chief men; 

Great exploits, and publick virtues, procure 
efteem among thefe people, and qualify a man 
to advife in their councils, and execute the plans 
therein concerted for the advantage of his coun¬ 
try : thus, whoever appears to the Indians in this 
advantageous view,, commences a Sachem with¬ 
out any further ceremony ; and, as there is no 
other way of arriving at this dignity, fo it ceafes, 
unlefs an uniform zeal and activity, for the publick 
good,, is uninterruptedly obferved and continued; 
Some have thought it hereditary ; but that is a 
miftake: the fon is indeed refpe&ed for the fa¬ 
ther’s fer vices; but,, without perfonal merit, he 
can never lhare in the. government; which, were 
5 t.oiher.ways, nmft. link into perfeft dilgrace.— 

The.- 
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The children of fuch as are diftinguifhcd for their 
patriotifm,. moved by the confideration of their 
birth, and the perpetual incitements to virtue, 
conftantly inculcated into them, imitate their fa¬ 
thers exploits, and thus attain to the fame ho¬ 
nours and influence ; which accounts for the opi¬ 
nion, that the title and power of Sachem is he¬ 
reditary. Each of thefe republicks has its own 
particular chiefs, who hear and determine all 
complaints in council; and though they have no 
particular officers for the execution of juftice, 
yet their decrees are always obeyed, from the 
general reproach that would follow a contempt 
of their advice. 

The manners of thefe favages are as Ample as 
their government. Their houfes are made of a 
few cratched flicks thrufl into the ground, and 
overlaid with bark : a fire is kindled in the mid¬ 
dle* and an aperture left at the top for the con¬ 
veyance of the fmoke. Wherever a confidcrable 
number of thefe huts is collected, they have a 
caflle, as it is called, confifling of a fquare, with¬ 
out baflions, furrounded with pallifadoes. They 
have no other fortification ; and this is only 
defigned as an afylum for their old men, their 
wives and children, when the reft are gone out 

to war.-They live almofl entirely without 

care ; and while the women, or fquaws, cultivate 
a little fpot of ground for corn, the men are em¬ 
ploying themfeives in hunting, except when en¬ 
gaged in war. 

Though the Indians are capable of fuffering 
great hardfhips, yet they cannot endure much 

labour, being rather fleet than ftrong.-Their 

men are taller than the Europeans; rarely corpu¬ 
lent; always beardlefs; ftraight limbed; of a 

tawny complexion, and black uncurled hair - — 

Every 





22 P. Williamson’s 

Every man has but one wife, and they live toge¬ 
ther very chafte, except in the cafe of drunken- 
nefs : when this happens, they become like the 
brute hearts in the fields, rtiamelefs and impudent 
to the utmolt degree, and are likeways inhuman¬ 
ly cruel. v 

The Six Nations being devoted to war, every 
art is contrived to diffufe a military fpirit thro’ 
the whole body of their people, from their in¬ 
fancy.—The ceremonies attending the return 
of any party of them from the war, feem calcu¬ 
lated in particular for that purpofe, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner:—The day before they enter the 
village, two heralds advance, and at a fmall di- 
ftance fet up a yell, which, according to its mo¬ 
dulation, intimates either good or bad news; if 
the former, the village is alarmed, and an enter¬ 
tainment provided for the conquerors, who, in 
the mean time, approach in fig ! it: one of them 
bears the fcslps, fireiched over a bow, elevated 
on a long pole.—The boldeft man in the town 
comes out and receives it, and inrtantly flies to 
the huts where the reft are collcfted..—If he is 
overtaken, he is beat unmercifully, but if he 
outruns the purfuer, he participates in the honour 
of the viftors, who, at their flirt entrance, re¬ 
ceive no compliments, nor fpeak a fmgle word, 
till the end of the feaft.-..Their parents, wives 
and children, then are admitted, and treat them 

with the profoundeft refpe< 5 t.After thefe falu- 

tations are over, one of the conquerors is ap¬ 
pointed to relate the whole adventures, to which 
the reft attentively liften, without afking a que- 
ftion, and the whole concludes with a favage 
dance. 

The art of polite fpeaking is in high efteem 
among the Indians , and is much ftudied.—They 

are 









Travels through America. 23 

are extremely fond of method, and difpleafed 
with irregularity in their harangues, becaufe it is 
difficult to be remembered.—When they anfwcr, 
they repeat the whole, reducing it into Ariel or¬ 
der.—Their fpeeches are Ihort, and the fenfe con¬ 
veyed in ftrong metaphors-In common con¬ 

vention they are fprightly, but folemn and feri- 
ous in their meflages relating to publick affairs. 
—Their fpeakers deliver themfelves with furpri- 
fing force, and great propriety of geflure: the 
fiercenefs of their countenance, the flowing blan¬ 
ket, elevated tone, naked arm, and ere& flature, 
with a half-circle of auditors feated on the 
ground, and in the open air, cannot but imprefs 
upon the mind a lively idea of the ancient ora¬ 
tors of Greece and Rome. 

With refpeft to religion, the Indians may be 
faid to be under the thickefl: gloom of grofs ig-- 
norance, if they have any religion at all, which 
is much to be queftioned ; and thofe who affirm 
if, will find it difficult to tell wherein it conlifts. 
—They have neither prieft nor temple, altar nor 
facrifice.—Some traces, indeed, of the ancient 
law, appear to be WTote upon their hearts; but 
they have no fyftem of doftrine, nor any rites or 
modes of publick worffiip—They are funk un- 
fpeakably below the polite pagans of antiquity; 
fome confufed notions, indeed, of beings fupe- 
rior to themfelves they have, but of the Deity, 
and his eflential and moralperfections, they have 
no proper or tolerable conceptions, and of his 
general and particular providence they know no¬ 
thing—Some of them, it is faid, are of opinion, 
that there are two diftinCl powerful beings, one 
able to help, the other to do them harm; the 
latter they venerate moft; fome alledge, that 
they addrefs him by prayer. 
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The Indians Tome times affemble in large num¬ 
bers, and retire far into the wildcrnel's, where 
they eat and drink in a profufc manner: thcfe 
conventions are called Kehticoys; fome efleem 
them to be revels, or Bacchanalia; but thofe 
who have privately followed them into thefe re¬ 
cedes, give fuch accounts of their conduft, as 
naturally leads one to imagine, that they pay 
a joint homage and Application to fome invilible 
being. 

The Indians of North America have a connant 
tradition, that their forefathers came from the 
extremities of AJia, and that America and Afia 
were formerty joined together by a narrow illh- 
mus, which the lea has broke through ; what fa¬ 
vours this tradition, is the ftory following: 
That a detachment of French Canadians were 
found in a morafs near the river Ohio , and the 
Ikeletons of four elephants, a fpccies of animals 
not natural to America ; as alfo, it appears from 
the tradition of the Indians , handed down from 
father to fon, that a native of the nations bor¬ 
dering upon the South Sea, declared, that when 
he was young, he faw a very old man, who toM 
him, he remembered to have feen the ilfhmus of 
communication between America and AJia; and 
that at low water, the rocks were Hill vilible. 

The nation of the Chat-kaws, who inhabit 
part of Louijiana ,are fuppofed to be of the lame 
people that inhabit the noth-eaft-part of AJia , 
called Xam-Chat-Karjs ; a word that fignifies 
the kingdom of Chat-Karos ; befides, there is a 
great affinity between the natives of North Ame¬ 
rica and the Tartars , in their figure, language, 
cuftoms and religion. 

The common opinion as to the firft arrival of 
the natives in America, and from what nation of 
people they are deicendcd, is, that lome of the 

Tartars 
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Tartars penetrated thither by the north-eafl part 
of AJia; which, though yet undiicovered, are- 
fuppofed actually to join to the wcflern coafls of 
North America ; or, at leaf!, to have a very near 
communication with them, by a chain of iflands.. 
This fu.ppofltion, I believe, is generally made, 
from a perfuafion, that it was impoffible for the 
ancient Europeans or Africans to fail thither, 
through the Atlantic ocean, before the invention 
of the compafs. Though modern navigation, by 
the ufe of inflruments, has been greatly extended, 
and the directions of the courfes at fea brought 
to a kind of certainty, yet, I think it highly in¬ 
jurious to the ancients, to imagine, as many do, 
that they had no art of guiding their fhips, when 
out of fight of land ; or, that they never volunta¬ 
rily launched out into the deep. How many 
fhips pafled direClly from Egypt to Greece , and 
from Rome to Carthage , which feldom could be 
done, without being days and nights together 
without the view of land ? The ancients were 
fkilful in making celeflial obfervations, by which, 
they not only fixed the latitudes, but alfo could 
difeover the tendency of their courfe; or, in o- 
ther words, the point to which they ought to 
fleer; and, it cannot be denied, but at this day, 
many diflant voyages could be performed by 
fkilful navigators, without the ufe of any com¬ 
pafs. 

We do not find, at this period, that the Indz ; 
ans in North America have found out the ufe of 
the compafs, or the mariners other inflruments 
of navigation., to direct them to the four corners 
of the world ; when they have occafion to remove 
from the place of their relidence to fome diflant 
part of the globe, they are entirely conducted 
by nature, which they difeover in every tree, and 
in every herb that grows. 


No 
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No people in the univerfe have a greater 
knowledge than the Indians , of the virtue and 
value of the roots and growing plants of the 
earth; for, out of them they diftil all the medi¬ 
cines ufed in curing the Tick and wounded, in 
which they are very fkilful; and* when lores 
are thought incurable by European furgeons, if 
the Indians engage with them afterwards, they 
feldom, or never fail, in performing the mo it 
dextrous cures, in the moll defperate cales, by 
the liquors diftilled from herbs; an inllance ot 
which I had an opportunity of experiencing, when 
wounded by the favages in the leg; after being 
upwards of three weeks in the wildernefs, before 
I could come to an Englijh hofpital to get my 
wound drefted, by which time it was rendered 
almoft incurable, by the great fatigue I met with 
5n my journey, which, in the fituation I was 
then in, nothing could have prevailed upon me 
to purfue, but fear of being deferred by my com¬ 
panions, and of being left behind, to be Icaiped 
or butchered by the Indians , or tore to pieces by 
the wild bealis in the woods, which are very nu* 
merous, and in certain feafons of the year are ve¬ 
ry dangerous and fierce; fo that by the fatigues 
of a very long march, and the length of time it 
took, before we could reach the EngliJI) fort, my 
wound became fo mortified, that it was impofi 
iible for me to live, but in the greateft agony—— 
Our furgeons were called, who all, in one voice, 
agreed to have my leg taken oft'. This I oppoled 
with all my might, although the pain I was then 
in, was much greater than the pain of amputa¬ 
tion would have been; however, fortunately for 
me, and Indian Squaiv, who attended the camp, 
undertook the cure for thirty Spanifb dollars, 
which were inftantly paid down to her, before 
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/he would apply any thing to the wound, not-- 
withftanding of the long putrefaflion of the fore 
and the dangerous fifuation my life, as well as 
my leg, was in, which laft had been already given 
over for loft, by our blundering furgeons ; many 
of whom took more pleafure in their idle diver- 
.fions, than in performing the nece/Tary duties of 
their vocation; yet, by the alliftance of this wo¬ 
man, whofe medicines, though very fimple, were 
very fuccefsful, our furgeons were difappointed. 
Her firft application- was, by boiling, for the 
fpace of an hour, in my own prefence, in a 
camp-kettle, fome herbs, which /he had previ- 
ou/ly gathered in the woods for this purpofe,- 
and afterwards letting them cool to fuch a de¬ 
gree, as that I could bear the heat of them ; /he 
then bathed my leg with the liquor of the herbs, 
which had fuch a fudden and happy effeft, as to 
afford me immediate eafe. In this manner /lie 
continued bathing my leg for three days with the 
fame herbs /he had begun with ; which entirely 
difeuffed the prodigious fwelling and inflamma¬ 
tion, abftracted the pain, and eradicated the pu¬ 
trid humours.-After this, /he made ufe of an¬ 

other herb,- by applying it in the fame manner 
with the firft, which brought the fie/h t to its na¬ 
tural colour. And, laflly , /he applied a leaf, 
which healed up the wound; fo that, in lefs than 
four weeks, /he accompli/hed her undertaking, 
by performing a compleat cure, no lefs to the 
aftoni/hment of every perfon who beheld it, than 
to the great Zhame and confufion of our Doctors. 
Upon her fo dextroufly compleating her work, 
I offered to give her more money than I had 
given her for the cure, provided fhe would make 
me acquainted with the means of it, by letting 
me know the herbs fhe made ufe of; but this I 
could not obtain- from her, at any price, it be- 
C. 2. ing 
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*ng a rule among the Indians , which they invio¬ 
lably obferve, never to communicate their know¬ 
ledge of herbs to the white people; for this rea- 
fon, that, if they taught the knowledge of the 
virtue and ufe of their herbs to the Europeans, 
which nature alone has taught themfelves the 
knowledge of, it would at once put an end to 
all their bulinefs and employment in that way; 
as the Britifh , if this valuable fecret were once 
difeovered to them, would employ one another 
fooner than they would employ the natives, for 
performance of their cures. 

Having thus far entertained my readers with 
an account of the nature, ingenuity, temper, 
manners, cuftoms, fkill, cc. of thefe Indians , I 
come, in the next place, to fay fomething, as 
to fome part of the country, and fuch other 
things, as 1 fhall think may contribute mofi to 
the information, entertainment and amufement, 
and likeways towards fatisfying the curiofity of 
fuch of my readers, whole genius may lead them 
to fearch into fuch things. — In order to which, I 
fhall begin with a general defeription of the falls 
of Niagara , according to my own cbfervations, 
during the courfc of my travels through America, 
before the late war; therefore, let me in the firft 
place inform you, that, 

The fall of Niagara is about fix leagues from 
Niagara-forty which is now po fie fled by the Brh - 
tijh. In order to reach the falls of Niagara , you 
firfl: go fix leagues by water up Niagara river, 
and then three leagues by land over the Carry¬ 
ing-place. 

As I was delirous of feeing every thing relat¬ 
ing to this famous cataraft, 1 prevailed on fome 
gentlemen, w r ho had often vifited it, to accom¬ 
pany me,’ one of whom had lived almoft twenty 
years near thq Carrying-place, and, confequently, 

was 
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tv as well acquainted with every particular cir« 
cumftance, relating to it. 

A little before we came to the Carrying place, 
the water grows fo rapid, that four men in a ca¬ 
noe had much difficulty to get up thither.-Canoes 
can go half-a-league above the beginning of the- 
Carrying-place, though they rauft labour againfb 
aj fiream extremely rapid ; but higher up the ri¬ 
ver it is quite impolfible, the whole courfe of 
the river, for two leagues and a half below the 
great fall, being a feries of fmallcr falls, one un^ 
der another, in which the greateft canoe or bat- 
teau would in a monvent be turned upfide down £- 
we therefore went afhore, and walked over the 
Carrying-place, having, belides the high and fleep 
fides of the river, two great hills to afcend, one 
above another.' 

On this Carrying-place I faw above 200 Indians., 
moft of them belonging to the Six Nations, bufy 
in carrying packs of furs, chiefly deer and bears- 
furs, over the Carrying-place. It is furprifing to 
fee, what quantities of thefe goods are brought 

every day over the Carrying-place-An Indian 

has twenty pence for every pack he carries over,, 
and he dearly earns it, for the diftance is near 
three leagues. 

We arrived at the great-fall about two o’clock 
in the morning, and which, the weather being, 
very fine, I had an opportunity of furveying 
with great attention, and found it to be a moft 
furprifing cataraft. 

The courfe of the river, or rather freight, 
from S. S. E. to N. N. W. and the rocks of the 
great fall crofs it, not in a right line, but form¬ 
ing an arch, little lefs than a femi-circle above * 
the fall. In the middle-of the river is an ifland, - 
lying alfo S. S. E. and N. N. W. or parallel with, 
the fides of -the river; its Icngtjv is about 420- 
C-3^ 
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yards; the lower end of this ifland is juft at the 
perpendicular edge of the fall—On both fides of 
this ifland runs all the water that comes from the 
lakes of Canada, viz. that of Lake-Superior, Lake - 
Michigan , Lake-Huron , and Lake-Erie , which are 
indeed rather feas than lakes, and have, befides, 
a great many large rivers, that difeharge them- 
felves into them; of which the greateft part comes 
down the Ni agar a-fall. 

Before the water comes to the ifland, it runs 
but flowly, when compared with its motion 
when it approaches the ifland, where it becomes 
the moft rapid water in the world, running with 
a furprifing fwiftnefs. Before it comes to the 
fall, it is quite white, and, in many-places, it U 

thrown a prodigious height into the air.The 

greateft and ftrongeft boats would here, in a mo¬ 
ment, be dafhed to pieces. The water that runs 
along the weft-fide of the ifland is more rapid, 
in greater abundance, and much whiter, than 
that which runs on the eaft-fide; it appearing 
almoft to exceed an arrow in fwiftnefs. 

When you are at the fall, and look up the ri¬ 
ver, you may fee, that the river, about the fall, 
is every where exceeding fteep, refembling the 
fide of a hill. 

When this prodigious body of water comes 
to the very fall, it throws itfelf down in a per¬ 
pendicular dire&ion; the furprife of feeing this 
is beyond all belief, nor is it in the power of lan¬ 
guage to exprefs it: to behold fuch a vaft body 
of water, difgorging itfelf with fuch rapidity, 
perpendicularly down fuch a prodigious preci¬ 
pice, ftrikes the fpe&ator both with awe and ter¬ 
ror. 

The perpendicular height of this fall has been 
varioufly reported; fome fuppofe it to be 600 
feet; but this muft be a miftake; for, by the 

moft 
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moft exatffc furvey I could get of it, I did not 
judge it to exceed 200 feet; and feveral gentle¬ 
men, who have given the dimenfions of it, find 
it to be no more than about 170 feet, which I 
am apt to believe is nearer the real thing than 
the firft account is. 

When the water is comedown to the foot of 
the rock where the fall is, it rebounds back to a 
very great height in the air. In other places it 
is as white as milk or fnow, and all in motion, 
like a boiling caldron. 

The noife of this fall, in fine weather, may 
be heard at 15 leagues diftance ; and, when the 
wind is very calm, youmay hear it at 20 leagues, 
but feidom’ at other times; becaufe, when, 
the wind blows, the waves of the Lake-Ontario, 
make fo great a noife there againft the rocks on 
the fhore, that the noife of the fall cannot be- 
heard : and it is very remarkable, ... that when 
they hear the noife of<che fall, at the above men¬ 
tioned diftance, more plain than ordinary, they are 
fure a north-eaft wind will follow. This is really 
furprifing, as that fall lies fouth-weft from the- 
fort of Niagara , and one would imagine, it would 
rather be a fign of a contrary wind. . 

From the place where the water falls, there 
arifes abundance of vapours,, refembling a prodi¬ 
gious thick fmoke. Thefe vapours rife a great 
height in the air, when if is calm, but are dif- 
perfed by the wind, when it blows hard. If you 
go into this vapour or fog, or if the wind blows 
it to you, it is fo penetrating, that, in five mi¬ 
nutes, you will be as wet, as if you had been be¬ 
low water. 

I delired two of the gentlemen who were along 
with me, to go down from the fide to the bot¬ 
tom of the fall, to bring me fome of the feveral 
kinds of fuch herbs, ftones and fhells, as they 

could 
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could find there ; they immediately went down 
the fall; but, when they returned, which was in 
a few minutes, they were fo wet, that I really 
thought they had accidentally fallen into the wa¬ 
ter ; and they were obliged to ftrip themfelves 
quite naked, and hang their cloaths in the fun 
to dry. 

When you are on the other fide of the Lake- 
Ontario , though a great many leagues from the 
fall, you may, every clear and calm morning, 
fee the vapours of the fall riling in the air; and 
a perfon unufed, or unacquainted w’ith this phe¬ 
nomenon, would be tempted to think, that all 
the forefts thereabouts were on fire, by fo great 
an apparent fmoke. In the fame manner you 
may fee it on the weft-iide of the Lake-Zrie , a 
great many leagues off. 

The Indians tell us, that when birds come fly* 
ing into the fog or fmoak of the cataratt, they 
fall down and perifh in the v ater, either becaufe 
their wings are wet, or that the noif« of the fall 
aftoniflies them r and they know not which way 
to fly, the light being excluded by the vapours; 
but thofe gentlemen, who accompanied me, were 
of opinion, that feldom, or never, any bird pe¬ 
rished therein that manner; becaufe, among all 
the birds found dead below the cataraft, there 
are no other forts but fuch as live, or, at leaft, 
fwim frequently in the water, fuch as fwans, 
geefe, ducks, water-cutes, teals r and the like ; 
large flocks of which are very often feen going 
to deftruction in the following manner : They 
fwim in the river above the fall, and fo are car¬ 
ried down lower and lower, by the water; and, 
as water-fowls commonly take great delight in 
being carried along with a ftream, fo here they 
indulge themfelves fo long in the enjoyment of 
this pleafurej that the fwiftnefs and currency of 
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the water becomes fo great, that it is no longer 
poflible for them to rife ; by which means they 
are carried down the precipice, and perifh. They 
are obferved, when they draw near the fall, to 
endeavour with all their might to take wing, and 
leave the water, but find it impofTible. In the 
months of September and October, fuch prodigious 
quantities of dead water-fowls, are found every 
morning below the fall on the banks, that the 
French garrifon at that fort live chiefly upon 
them; and, befides the fowl, they alfo find dead 
fifh of various kinds ; likeways deer, bears, and 
other animals in abundance, which, in endea¬ 
vouring to crofs the river above the fall, are car¬ 
ried down with the current and perifh, and the 
larger kinds of them are generally found crufhed 
and broken to pieces. 

Juft below the fall, the water is not rapid, but 
goes all in circles and eddies, like a boiling pot; 
which, however, does not hinder the Indians 
from going a fifhing on it, in fmall canoes. 

When you are above the fall and look down, 
your head begins to turn round ; and even thefe, 
who are beft acquainted and accuftomed with it, 
by having often vifited it, will not venture to 
look down without firft taking hold of fome 
tree. 

It was formerly looked upon as imprafficable 
for any perfon to go afliore on the iiland, and 
return again ; but an accident which happened 
about twenty-one years ago, proved that this 
opinion was ill founded. T he ftory is this : Two 
Indians of the Six Nations went from Niagara-fort 
on foot, to hunt on an ifland in the middle of the 
river, or (freights, above the great fall, on which 
there ufed to be great plenty of deer. They 
took fome French brandy along with them from 
the fort, which they tailed feveral times, as they 

were 
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were going over the Carrying-place, ancl when 
they were in the canoe ; they did the fame thing 
as they were rowing up the (freights towards the 
ifland where they propofed to hunt; but growing 
fleepy, they laid themfelves down in the canoe, 
which breaking loofe, drove back with the ftream, 
further and further down, till they came near to 
the ifland, which lies in the middle of that fall, 
when one of them, awaked by the noife of the 
cataraft, cried out to the other, that they were 
loft. They tried, however, to lave themfelves, 
and this ifland being neareft, they, with the ut- 
moft difficulty, got alhore there: they were at 
firft greatly rejoiced, but, when they had feri- 
oufly relieved on their condition, they looked 
upon themfelves hardly in any better ftate than > 
if they had been precipitated down the fall; as 
they had then no other choice, than either to 
throw themfelves down that precipice, or perilh 
with hunger; but neceffity, which is the mother of 
invention, put them to their fliifts. At the lower 
end of this ifland, the rock is perpendicular, and 
no water runs there, and the ifland abounding 
with wood, they went jointly to work, and made 
a kind of a ladder of the bark of a linden tree, 
long enough to reach the furface of the water, at 
the bottom of the precipice. One end of this 
ladder they fixed to a large tree, that grew at 
the fide of the rock above the fall, and let the 
other end down to the water; being thus fixed, 
they went down their new invented ftairs, to the 
furface of the water, in the middle of the fall, | 
where they refted a little time, and as the water 
next below the fall is not rapid, as I before ob- 
ferved, they threw themfelves into it, hoping to 
reach the fhore by fwiming. I have already ob- 
ferved, that one part of the fall is on this, and 
the other, on the oppofite fide of the iiland ; and 

hence 
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hence it is, that the waters of each fide, meeting 
with fuch violence the one againft the other, that 
they recoil upon the rock under the ifland. The 
Indians had hardly begun to fwim, before the 
waves of the eddy threw them back againft the 
rock from whence they had come : they tried it 
again feveral times, but were as oft toiled back 
and thrown againft the fame place ; fo that they 
were at laft again obliged to climb up their 
flairs to the ifland, not knowing what to do, till 
after fome time they perceived fome of their 
countrymen, to whom they cried out; the others 
faw and pitied them, but could give them fmall 
or no hopes of help. They, however, haftened 
to the fort, and told the Commander the difmal 
fituation of their two brethren: he perfuaded 
them to try all poiTible means of relieving the 
two Indians , which they, at laft, though with dif¬ 
ficulty, effected in the following manner: The 
water that runs on the Eaft lide of the ifland be¬ 
ing (hallow, efpecially a little above the ifland, 
towards the eailern fliore, the Commandant 
caufed poles to be made and pointed with iron, 
which being done, two Indians determined to 
walk to the ifland by the help of thefe poles, in 
order to fave the other two creatures, or perifli 
themfelves in the attempt; and accordingly, in 
this view, before they ventured to put their in¬ 
tended project into execution, they took leave 
of all their friends, as if they were going to 
fuffer in avoidable death; each of thefe two /«- 
dians carried with him two of the poles above 
mentioned, one- of which they fixed firmly in 
the river, and by that means fupported them¬ 
felves againft the rapidity of the current: in this 
manner they both fafely arrived on the ifland, 
and having given each of the two Indians , to 

whofc 
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whofe relief they bad come, a pole, they all re¬ 
turned fafe to the main land. 

Since the above accident, the Indians often go 
to this ifland to kill deer, which deer, in endea¬ 
vouring to crofs the river above the fall, are driven 
on the ifland by the flream. 

Formerly, a part of the rock at the fall, which 
is on the weft lide of the ifland, hung over in 
fuch a manner, that the water which fell per¬ 
pendicularly from it, left a vacancy below, fo 
that there was a paflage at the bottom of the fall, 
between the rock and the water; bur, fome years 
ago, the prominent part broke off and fell down, 
fo that now there is no poflibility of going be¬ 
tween the falling water and the rock, the former 
touching the latter, from the upper part to the 
bottom of the fall. 

The breadth of the fall, as it forms a femi- 
circle, is reckoned to be about 450 yards. The 
ifland is in the middle of the fall, and about 
120 yards broad at irs lower end. 

Every day, when the fun ftiines, from ten 
o’clock in the morning till two o’clock after¬ 
noon, below the fall, and under you, when you 
ftand at the lides, over the fall, you fee a glori¬ 
ous rain-bow, and fometimes two, one within an¬ 
other. I was fo fortunate as to be at the fall in 
fair weather, and contemplated, with great de¬ 
light, this beautiful phenomenon, which was 
embelliflied with thole brilliant colours con- 
fpicuous in a rain-bow formed in the air. When 
the winds carry the vapours from place to place, 
the rain-bow is often invifible, but becomes con- 
lpicuous, as foon as the vapours are formed. 

From the fall to the landing-place, where the 
canoes from Lake-Erie put afhote, or from the 
fall to the upper end of the Carrying-piace, is 
half a mile. Lower than this the canoes dare 

not 
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nat come, left they fhould be obliged to try the 
fate of the two Indians above mentioned, and, 
perhaps, with lefs fuecefs. 

This much concerning the falls of Niagara, 
I come now to treat of the different kinds of 
ferpents, fnakes, and vipers, with which the 
country of North America fo much abounds. 
But, before I begin to give a particular account 
of all the various and different kinds and fpecies 
of thefe vermin, it will be proper for me, in this 
place, to fay fomething on the nature of thefe 
noxious creatures in general; let it therefore 
fuffice for me, in the mean time, to inform you, 
that. 

This country is prodigioufly peftered and in* 
fefted with many different kinds of ferpents, by 
the inhabitants called Snakes, which 1 fhall by 
and by come to deferibe diftinclly and feparately, 
in their proper places, by giving the reader a dif- 
tinft delineation and defeription of the various 
kinds and fpecies of thefe deteftable monfters, fo 
obnoxious, not only to mankind in particular, 
but like ways to the whole brute creation, birds as 
well as beafts, in general. 

The bite of fome of thefe (hakes will deftroy 
either man or beaft, in a minute or two’s time. 
They, in my opinion, rauft certainly be derived 
from the devil; for, no man, at the firft light of 
them, can behold them, without being terrified 
and ftruck both with horror and dread, although 
at the time he may be placed in fuch an advan¬ 
tageous fituation as to be in no danger of re¬ 
ceiving any hurt or harm from them; yet 
fuch is the natural antipathy that the whole cre¬ 
ation have at them, particularly, mankind, that 
we cannot encounter with them, except we firft: 
take up a refolution for thatpurpofe ; for human 
.nature has a more univerfal averfion and hatred 
£> at 
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at thefe curfed animals, than at any other fpe- 
cies of the brute creation on the face of the 
earth.—Indeed, when we confidex it, it is no 
wonder we dread them; for I believe they have, 
by the hand of Providence, been fent upon the 
earth as a perpetual fcourge to the wicked, as 
the locufts and caterpillars were to King Pharaoh. 

Were it not for thefe noxious vermin, which 
lie hid in the earth under our feet, until they give 
their fatal and deadly blow, the American plan¬ 
tations would be inhabited from fea to fea ; but 
the planters dread thefe ground-animals more 
than they do the favage Indians, hungry lions, or 
devouring tygers; thefe we can fee at a diftancc, 
and can either prepare for our defence againft 
them, or fave ourfelves by flight ; and the fight 
of a gun will put any of thefe away from making 
an attack upon us, and fo put us out of danger 
from them ; but the curfed fnake, when diflui ti¬ 
ed in his lurking-hole, gives his incurable and fuf- 
focating wound,before we can fee or know of him. 

They are fo plenty in the uninhabited countries 
in America , that no perfons can travel there, in 
certain feafons of the year, but with the utmoll 
danger of their lives; for, let a man be as cautious 
as poflible, he fcarce can proceed a ftep, with¬ 
out treading upon a ferpent’stail, 'which rcfembles 
in colour the grafs, leaves of trees, and ground 
you walk on. 

Thefe vermin, together with the Indians , in a 
great meafure prevent the white people from pe¬ 
netrating into the heart of America , where the 
befl: improvements in the world might be made, 
with very little trouble or cxpence ; but, it is 
happy for the favages, that thefe noxious crea¬ 
tures are fo difagreeable to the Europeans , or elfe 
their part of the country would be over-run with 
Britijh plantations, and the whole world would 

flock 
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ack to it, were its extenfive value known ; but 
lefe ferpents are, in fome degree, a terror to 
\e people who would incline to lcttle in the un- 
jltivated parts of America . No perfon but 
ould rather chufe to take up his reddence, 
here thefe vermin are demolifhed, though at 
much greater expence, fooner than they would 
/e rent-free, in the back-parts 1 of the country, 
nong the favages, and thefe monftrous beads of 
’drudlion, by which if a perfon is dung, orrather 
t, the poifon injefted thereby renders the 
ound incurable ; and, in particular, thofe of 
»e rattle and viper kind of ferpents, which are the 
od dangerous, and are fureiy, in my opinion, 
.'rived of Satan; for, by fome particular attra- 
.ive power, they, as it were, inchant, or rather 
ewitch, both men, beads and fowls, in fuch a 
ianner,that they are totally deprived of power to 
y from them, for their own defence or preferva- 
on ; but, on the contrary, are very ofr attracted 
earer and nearer to them, till fuch time as they 
re totally dedroyed and devoured by them; the 
irds in particular very frequently fall a facrifice 
nd prey to thefe devourers. An indance of 
/hich I (hall here touch at, by obferving to the 
eader, what I myfelf faw with adonifhment and 
mrrour, as to the attractive power they have 
>ver the birds; and, in order to fhew, that it is 
>eyond all manner of doubt, that the rattle-fnake 
vill charm the birds from the air, or from the 
op of the loftied ccdar-tree; lam perfuaded, it 
vill only be necedary for me, at prefent, to lay 
>efore you this one indance, which I myfelf faw, 
-.hough, if necedary, I could point out numbers 
Df more indances, but I am convinced, the follow¬ 
ing one will, as the firft, be fufficient. 

In the month of May i 746, very early in the morn¬ 
ing, as the fun was approaching the earth, I was 

* D 2 alarmed 
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at thefe curfed animals, than at any other fp< 
cies of the brute creation on the face of th 
earth.—Indeed, when we confider it, it is n. 
wonder we dread them; for I believe they hav 
by the hand of Providence, been fent upon th' 
earth as a perpetual fcourge to the wicked, t 
the locufls and caterpillars were to King Pharao 

Were it not for thefe noxious vermin, whkj 
Jie hid in the earth under our feet, until they gi\ 
their fatal and deadly blow, L the American pla: 
tations would be inhabited from fea to fea ; bi 
the planters dread thefe ground-animals moi 
than they do the favage Indians , hungry lions, ( 
devouring tygers; thefe we can fee at a diflanc 
and can either prepare for our defence again 
them, or fave ourfelves by flight ; and the figl 
of a gun will put any of thefe away from makir. 
an attack upon us, and fo put us out of dang€ 
from them ; but the curfed fnake, when difturl 
cd in his Jurking-hole, gives his incurable and fu 
focating wound, before we can fee or know of hin 

They are fo plenty in the uninhabited countrit 
in America , that no perfons can travel there, i 
certain feafons of the year, but with the utmo 
danger of their lives; for, let a man be as cautiou 
as poffible, he fcarce can proceed a flep, with 
out treading upon a ferpent’s tail, which refemblc 
in colour the grafs, leaves of trees, and groun« 
you walk on. 

Thefe vermin, together with the Indians , in s 
great meafure prevent the white people from pe 
netrating into the heart of America , where th« 
beft improvements in the world might be made 
with very little trouble or expence ; but, it i 
happy for the favages, that thefe noxious crea 
tures are fo difagrecable to the Europeans , or elft 
their part of the country would be over-run with 
Britijh plantations, and the whole world would 
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flock to it, were its extenfive value known ; but 
thefe ferpents are, in fome degree, a terror to 
the people who would incline to fettle in the un¬ 
cultivated parts of America . No perfon but 

would rather chufe to take up his refidence, 
where thefe vermin are demolifhed, though at 
a much greater expence, fooner than they w r ould 
live rent-free, in the back-parts 1 of the country, 
among the favages, and thefe monflrous hearts of 
deftruCtion, by which if a perfon is rtung, orrather 
bit, the poifon injetted thereby renders the 
wound incurable ; and, in particular, thofe of 
the rattle and viper kind of ferpents, which are the 
moft dangerous, and are furely, in my opinion, 
derived of Satan; for, by fome particular attra¬ 
ctive power, they, as it were, inchant, or rather 
bewitch, both men, beafts and fowls, in fuch a 
manner, that they are totally deprived of power to 
fly from them* for their own defence or preferva- 
tion ; but, on the contrary, are veryofr attracted 
nearer and nearer to them, till fuch time as they 
are totally deftroyed and devoured by them; the 
birds in particular very frequently fall a facrifice 
and prey to thefe devourers. An inrtance of 
which I fhall here touch at, by obferving to the 
reader, what I myfelf faw with aftonirtiment and 
horrour, as to the attractive power they have 
over the birds; and, in order to fhew, that it is 
beyond all manner of dou-bt, that the rattle-fnake 
will charm the birds from the air, or from the 
top of the loftieft cedar-tree; I am perfuaded, it 
will only be heceflary for me, at prefent, to lay 
before you this one inrtance, which I myfelf faw, 
though, if neceflary, I could point out numbers 
of more inftances, but I am convinced, the follow¬ 
ing one will, as the firft, be fufficient. 

In the month of May i 746, very early in the morn¬ 
ing, as the fun was approaching the earth, I was 
D 2 alarmed 
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alarmed by a bird pretty high in the air above me, 
making the moft lamentable and pitiful com¬ 
plaint imaginable ; and having had the curiofity 
to obferve its motions, I could eafily perceive 
the poor helplefs bird, afeend and defeend in the 
air, for fome minutes, till at length, being quite 
wore out with fatigue, it could no longer with- 
ftand the attraction of the ferpmt, and falling to 
the ground, it, with fluttering wings, fall ap¬ 
proached into the mouth of a very great rattle- 
fnake, by whom it was inftantly, without any 

ceremony, devoured.-In order to deferibe the 

fltuation this monfter was in, at the time he 
charmed the bird, let me inform my reader, That 
when I firft obferved him, he was wound up in a 
coil, with his body half-extended in the air, his 
eyes being immoveably fixed upon the innocent 
prey. In this pofition he remained, till luch 
time as he had wearied the poor little animal out 
of its life : but, in the middle of the a&ion, I ob- 
ferved, that, as often as the bird descended, the 
fnake drew himfelf more into a coil; and when 
the little animal afeepded from its enemy, the fer- 
pent then almoft extended his body upwards after 
it; and, in thefc motions of lowering and railing 
himfelf, he continued, until he had fully coin- 
pleated his viftory.—I further obferved, that 
when the bird fell to the ground, the fnake, with 
onejirk of his tail, extended his body at full 
length along the ground, where he received his 
prey into his mouth; which fudden extenfion of 
the ferpent’s body, furprifed me more than any 
thing l had beheld ; for, in ulual cafes of their 
defence, they fpring forward by the ftrength of 
their tail; but this ferpent did not fo, he ex¬ 
tended himfelf at full length, without ever mov¬ 
ing his head, or taking his eyes from off his prey. 

In the fccond place, 1 mult obfervt, that the 

viper- 
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viper-kind of thefe ferpents are as dangerous 
as any, and equally powerful with the rattle- 
fnake, in bewitching or attracting animals, 
which are chiefly their food; an inftance of 
which I (hall here prefent my reader with, from 
my own obfervation. In the month of Augujl 
1748, in which month thefe ferpents are mod 
dangerous, being then at‘their full firength anct 
vigour, occafioned by the heat of the fun ; for, 
as. the fun increafes in its heat, fo do thefe ver¬ 
min increafe and decline in their drength.—Iri 
the months of March and April, when they fird 
appear above the ground, below which they lid 
alleep throughout the Wirtter-feafon, they are 
quite weak and feeble, and noways defperate; 
but they foon arrive at the funny (ides of the hills 
and mountains, where, by the influence of the 
fun, they quickly become aCtiVe and vigorous, 
and then they difperfe themfelves promifeuoufly 
into different kinds of ground, according to their 
different natures; for fome fnakes love to be ort 
wet low ground, fome on mountains, fome a- 
mong rocks, and others near rivers, where they 
can have the benefit of the water when they 
pleafe; others of them love to be among hay, 
corn, wood, and in dwelling-houfes, barns, (tables, 
dunghills, 6 c. 6 c. 

The powerful attraction, or bewitching na¬ 
ture, which the viper-kind} as well as feveral o- 
thers of them are pofTelTed of, is, I confefs, not 
a little furprifing to thofe unacquainted with this 
dottrine. 

As I have already obferved, that in the month 
of Augufl, which is the hotted month in the year, 
we have almoft in every part of America prodi¬ 
gious numbers of thefe monders, which appear 
for the mod part very early in the morning,being 
the only time they go abroad in qued of their 
D 3 food 
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food or prey ; as they through the day lie op¬ 
posite to the fun, and travel but very little, ex¬ 
cept when disturbed. 

One morning, in the above mentioned month 
of Aitgujl 1748, being abroad in the fields pretty 
early, I was alarmed by a fquirrel, which I per¬ 
ceived upon the uppermost twig of a lofty oak, 
making the moft hideous noife imaginable; and, 
although I was at fome considerable distance from 
it, yet I could perceive ir under more than ordi¬ 
nary diftrefs and perturbation, having its eyes 
constantly fixed towards the ground, on one par¬ 
ticular fpot. From the various.motions and dis¬ 
tortions of its body, I could Soon understand the 
caufe of its diftrefs and dread. I thereupon ad¬ 
vanced a little forwards, towards the place, when 
I obferved, below the tree whereon the fquirrel 
was, a prodigious large and defperate ferpent, 
of the viper-kind, the moft dreadful and terrible 
one indeed 1 ever remember to have beheld, ly¬ 
ing in a poSition juft ready to receive his prey, 
which was then faft approaching to him from the 
top of the lofty oak. 

With cautious ftep and Silent tread, I advanced 
frill further, till I came fo near to both the ani¬ 
mals, undifeovered, that, without difficulty, I 
could eafily and diftinflly obServe the motions of 
both of them, to which I gave particular atten¬ 
tion, for about an hour before the victory was 
compleated. 

When I firft perceived the ferpent, he was in 
half-a-coil, with his mouth wide extended, which 
was large enough to take in an ordinary man, 
and his eyes constantly fixed on his prey, the 
betrayed fquirrel, all the while, in the utmoft 
confufion and conlternation, leaping from limb 
to limb, twig to twig, of the tree, dragged to the 
ground, in a manner, as it were by a String, with 

eagernefs 







Travels through America. 43 

ea.gcrncfs and refolution Hxed its claws in the 
bark of the tree, in order to fecure itfelf from, 
the bewitching allurements and attempts of its 
enemy; yet, notwithstanding all its precaution, 
it was fo diftrafted with fear, that it could not 
reft one moment in one place, but feemed, like 
the human Species, to be, as it were, endued 
with reaSon, and fenfible of its unavoidable de- 
ftruttion. 

Such was the calamity and dlftrefs of this poor 
animal, that all the other animals of the kind, 
upon the trees around, Seemed to Sympathise and 
feel for it; and were So alarmed at the fight* 
that they all, in one common cry, (hewed their 
pity for the one, and deteftation for the other 
of the combatants ; and, as if they had really 
known the diftrels of the poor little animal, they 
feemed to lament and bewail it.— I could 
compare it to nothing fo fimilar, as when the 
gled Lakes a chicken from among the fowls, the 
reft immediately declare war againft him, and 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence, Some run¬ 
ning for fhelter and protection under the cover¬ 
ture of the mother’s wings, and others Seeking 
for places of Safety, and taking refuge elfewhere, 
until the cock, by his voice in the field, proclaims, 
aloud to the whole, that the danger is overpaft; 

which gives peace to all the feathered tribe.-• 

S.o it was with thefe animals, when their be¬ 
witched companion was Silenced, no more noife 
was heard among them; for the Squirrel having at 
laft, though, no doubt, with reluCtance, come to 
the foot of the tree, and (landing upon its hind- 
feet, like a creature amazed, was in an inftant 
Swallowed up by this devouring ferpent; after 
which all was Silent, and not a murmur to be heard. 

When this tragick Scene was ended, I thought 
it high time for me to attack tfce Serpent: this I 

did, 
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did, by placing myfelf pretty high up in a tree, 
near to the place where he was, and pouring, 
down upon him a load of final! fhot, wounded 
him at firft, but Hightly: but, repeating the fire 
again, he was fo much provoked, that, out of 
revenge, he bit himfelf, and, of the wounds he 
fo made on himfelf, he expired in lefs than a mi- 
nute s time. 1 his cuflom of biting themfelves is 
very common and ufual among thefe monfters 
when attacked; for, if they find that they 
cannot conquer, or get revenge on their enemy 
they immediately bite themfelves in the middle' 
of the engagement, which haftens their death 
much falter than any other manner it can be car¬ 
ried into execution : for, although you fhould 
cut them into three or four pieces, yet that is not 
the effectual way of killing them; for, thefe very 
pieces will live feparately for fome time after 
they are cut afunder from each other; and, if 
not quite feparated, they will join again, and be¬ 
come as terrible as ever; an inftance of which I 
had the misfortune of being an eye-witnefs to, 
and a very difagreeable fight it proved. 

As a young man was mowing grafs in a mea¬ 
dow, he accidentally cut off' the head of a water 
rattlc-lnake, and, the next day, in coming that 
way again, the head of the fame ferpent bit him 
in the foot, of which wound he expired in ten 
minutes after, and his body became of the colour 
of the make—His heart and veins burffed, and 
his blood flopped in its circulation, and turned as 
black as pitch, and he fwelled to fuch a degree, 
that his body became frightful to the fpeefators. 
In lefs than two hours after his death, his flefh 
melted away as oil, and was fo naufeous, that 

™?.TT e • \° bur X him in the 2 field, in 

which he died, without uiing any form of a de¬ 
cent bunal. 

la 
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In the third place, that ferpents have an at¬ 
tractive or betwitching power over men, as well 
as over beafts and birds, will admit of no doubt, 
and which is very plainly evinced and confirmed 
by the following narrative, of which I was alfo 
an eye-witnefs. 

In the month of July 1749, being the time of 
wheat-harveft, almoft in every part of America, 
when a number of people were cutting down 
wheat, and there the ground being divided into 
fix furrow-lands, every one takes his part, and 
works accordingly—In the middle of the day, 
when the fhearers were refting themfelves under 
the fhade of a tree, two of the workmen laid a 
wager, which of them would reap a land firft. 
The rigs were each of them 200 yards in length, 
and four feet in breadth, with ftrong (landing 
wheat thereon; and, when the men began, each 
upon his own rig, confiderable wagers were laid 
by the others, which of the two would be firft: 
done, as they were both good fhearers. After 
they had cut half-way, foot for foot, the hind- 
mofl man, all of a fudden, made a halt, with his 
body half-bent, and his face towards the ground, 
with the fickle in one hand, and an handful of 
corn he had juft before cut, in the other hand. 
In this polition he flood in amazement, like one 
thunder-ftruck, unobferved by his companion, 
who, no doubt, thought of no danger, took all 
advantages to be firft at the end,.and he declared, 
he knew nothing of any moleftation his neigh¬ 
bour had met with, till called back by the other 
workmen, who were looking on. When we 
came up to the place where the man flood, we 
obferved, to our great furprife, a monftrous 
large rattle-fnake in a coil, flaring the man right 
in the face, as the man did, in like manner, flare 
at the ferpent; the conference of which would 

have 
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have been, had he not been relieved, that the 
fnake would have bit him, which at once would 
have put an end to his life. But, when we at¬ 
tacked theferpent, the man jumped back imme¬ 
diately, dropping the corn and fickle out of his 
hands, in the utmofl furprife and terror, though, 
a few minutes before, he could not move a foot 
from the fpot whereon he flood, being quite mo- 
tionlefs, until we relieved him from the bewitch¬ 
ing terror, with which the fright of fueh a mon- 
llrous ferpent Oruck him. 

This dreadful animal meafured ten feet in 
length, having at its tail twenty-feven rattles, 
and, confequently, mufl have been thirty years of 
age, as, by the accounts, which [the Indians give 
us of thefe animals, they have no rattles for the 
firfl three years, but get one every year after, dur¬ 
ing their life-tkne. 

Upon enquiring at the man, in what fituation 
his mind was, at the time he was (landing over 
the fnake, he told me he was flruck with luch 
dread and terror, and feized with fuch an uncom¬ 
mon panick fear, that he imagined himfelf fur- 
rounded by thefe ferpents, and thought he could 
not move an inch, without falling into one or 
other of their mouths. The confequence of which 
furprife and fright had fuch an effect, as to prove 
fatal to the poor man for, next day, he fevered 
and died raving mad, which put an end to this 
tragick feene. 

Having laid fo much upon this bewitching or 
attractive power of thefe ferpents, I fhall allow 
my readers to judge, from the indances which I 
have already given, of their victory over man, 
as well as the brute animals, whether it ought 
more properly to be called bewitching or attratt- 
ing, or both, or w r hat other title to call it by, 
or how to account for the effeCts, which the 
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fight of them has upon every other -creature be- 
lldes. 

The Indians at Niagara feem to be noways a- 
fraid of ferpents; there is no animal you fee 
oftner painted on their faces and bodies, and they 
feldom ever purfue them, except for food, the 
fle/hof thefe reptiles being much tfteemed among 
the Indians . The bones and fkins of ferpents are 
alfo of great fervice to jugglers and wizards in di¬ 
vining; the laft of which they make ufe of for 
belts and fillets. It is no lefs true of thefe jug¬ 
glers having the fecret of inchanting, or, to l'peak 
more properly, ftupifying thefe animals ; their 
talcing them alive, handling them, and putting 
them in their bofom, without receiving any hurt; 
a circumftance, which contributes not a little to¬ 
wards gaining them the great credit they have 
among rhefe people. 

Thus I have endeavoured to give a general 
defeription of the nature and qualities of fnakes 
and ferpents in general in North America. I fhall 
now, in the next place, endeavour to furnifh my 
readers with a ftsort defeription of the particular 
different kinds of fnakes in that country, in their 
nature, fize, colour, 6c. 6c. in order to which, 
I fhall begin with the rattle-fnake, as being the 
moft formidable and largeft of any of the ferpen- 
tinc fpecies in North America. 


I. Of the great Rattle-Snake . 

T HE rattle-fnake is the moft formidable, be¬ 
ing the largeft and moft terrible of all the 
reft. The largeft of thefe 1 ever faw, was one 
about 16 feet long, weighing between 40 and 50 
pounds weight. This monfter was gliding into 
the houfe of a gentleman on the frontiers o iSouth 

Carolina p 
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Carolina, and had -certainly taken his abode there, 
undifeovered, had not the domeftick animals a- 
larmed the family with their repeated outcries; 
the hogs, dogs, poultry, and other creatures a* 
bout the houfe, united in exprefling their hatred 
againft him, ihewing the greateft conftcrnation, 
by erecting their bridles and feathers, and ex¬ 
prefling their wrath and indignation, by lurround- 
ing him, but at the fame time carefully keeping 
at a proper diftance; while he, regardlefs of their 
threats, glided flowly along. 

It is not uncommon for thefe monfters to come 
-into houfes, where they often have been obferved, 
lying coiled up between the lhcets, in the middle 
of beds, in the ground-ftoreys of the houfes.. 

They, of all other fnakes, are the moft inac¬ 
tive and flow in moving, and never are the' ag- 
greflbrs, except in what they prey upon; for, un- 
iefs they are diflurbed, they will not bite, and, 
when provoked, they commonly give warning, 
by fliaking their rattles. 

They are generally believed to be the mod 
deadly venomous ferpent of any in thefe parts of 
America ; I believe they are fo, as being com¬ 
monly the largeft, and by their bite, make the 
deepefl wound, and injeft a greater quantity of 
poifon. 

The colour of the head of this fnake is brown, 
the eye red, the upper part of the body of a 
brownifh yellow, tranfverfely marked with irre¬ 
gular broad black lifts. The rattle is ofa brown co¬ 
lour, undulated, compofed of feveral horny mem¬ 
braneous cells, and of a pyramidical figure, which 
are articulated one within the other; fo that the 
point of the firft cell reaches as far as the bafis, 
or protuberant ring of the third, and fo on. 
This articulation being very loofe, gives liberty 
to the parts of the cells that are inclofed within 
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the outward rings, to ftrike againft the fides of them, 
and fo to caufe the rattling noife, which is heard, 
when the fnake fhakes its tail. I have given a 
fe&ionofthe rattle, that its ftru&ure may the 
better be underftood, to which I fhall refer my 
reader. 

The charming, as it is commonly called, or 
attractive power this fnake is laid to have, of 
drawing to it animals, and devouring them, is 
generally experienced in America ; an inftance of 
which I have already given. All travellers 
generally agree in the manner of the procefs, 
which is, that the animals, particularly birds and 
fquirrels (which are principally their prey) no 
fooner fpy the fnake, than they skip from fpray 
to fpray, hovering about, and gradually ap¬ 
proaching nearer and nearer to their enemy, re- 
gardlefs of any other danger; but, with diffrac-* 
ted geflures and outcries, defeend, though from 
the tops of the loftieft trees, to the mouth of 
the fnake, who openeth his jaws, takes them in, 
and in an inftant fwallows them up. 


II. The fmall Ratile-fnakc . 

This fnake is confiderably fmaller than the 
former, and fcarcely ever exceeds a yard in 
length, but are differently marked from thofe of 

the larger kind.--Some kinds of them change 

their marks and colours, as they caft off their 
txuvia ; others, at fhedding off their exuvia , re¬ 
tain their colours ; particulaily thofe that are of 
one colour; this obfervation I often have proved, 
by affifting many of them to (trip off their old 
coats. The fmall rattle-fnake is much of the 
■fame fpecies with thofe of the larger ones; but 
its bite is not always fo venomous as the other, 
E though 
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though no reafon can be given for ir, other than 
on account of its fmallnefs; and, confequently, 
when it bites, it injects lefs poifon into the 
wound. 

The ground-colour of this ferpent is brown, 
leaded on the back with red, along which are 
large black fpots, indented with a white verge. . 

All kinds of ferpents, at mature .age, retain 
their fpecidck colours : it is while they are young 
and growing, that fome of them are differently 
marked at the change of their exttvia : this I fhall 
take notice of in the following, descriptions. 

Thefe rattle-fnakes have the fame number of 
joints in their rattle or tail, as they are years old. 


III. The Water Viper. 

The back and head of this ferpent is brown, 
the belly marked tranfverfely, with black and 
yellow alternately., as are alfo the fides of the 
neck. 'I'he neck is fmall, the head large, and 
.armed with the fame deftruefive weapons as the 
rattle-fnake., next to which, it is reckoned the 
larged of any viper in thefe parts, and, contrary 
to mod other vipers, are very nimble, and are 
particularly dexterous in catching dfli-In dim¬ 

mer, great numbers of thele ferpents are feen, 
lying on the branches of trees hanging over ri¬ 
vers, from which, at the approach of a boat, 
they drop into the water, and often into the 
boats on the mens heads; and lie in this man¬ 
ner to furprife either birds or filh; after thefe 
lad they plunge, and purfue with great fwiftnefs, 
and catch fome of a large lize, which they carry 
to fhore, and fwallow whole. 

One of thefe ferpents I furprifed, fwimming 
llhore, with a large cat-fifli in his mouth, having 

two 
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two (harp bones on each fide of its gills, which 
were fo fixed in the jaws of the fnake, that he 
could not difengage himfelf with all his twifts 
and diftortions; and in that condition, being in 
danger of drowning, was neceffitated to fwim 
to fliore, whenever the murder was committed. 

This ferpent, in Carolina , goes commonly by the 
name of the Water-rattle-fnake, not that it hath a 
rattle, but many of them are "very large, and co¬ 
loured not much unlike the rattle-fnake, and their 
bite is as mortal.—They frequent water, and arc 
never feen at any great diftance from it. 

The tail of this viper is fmall toward the end^ 
and terminates in a blunt horny point, about half 
an inch long, and in fome degree refembles thc- 
Horn-fnake. 


IV. The Black Viper. 

This ferpent is (hort and thick, of a flow mo¬ 
tion, fpreads his head, when irritated, furprifing- 
lv broad and flat, and threatens with a horrid 
hifs—.They are very venomus, having the like 
fan<*s of deftru&ion as the rattle-fnake, and their 
bite* as deadly—They generally frequent high 
lands, and are of a rufty black colour, in all thei* 
flages. 

V; The Brown Viper. 

This viper is about two feet long, and thick irt'< 
proportion; it is alfo a very flow moving, and 
iluggUh reptile, advancing deliberately, even to e~ 
fcape danger, yet will defend itfelf with much 
fiercenefs when attacked : its bite is as venomous 
and mortal as any. They retain their brown co¬ 
lour in all ftages of life. They are found in Vtr- 
E z gima? 
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g™.a and Carolina ; in the laft of which places 
they are called the Truncheon Snake —They prcv 
on lizards and other animals. 


VI. The Copper Belly-fnake. 

Thefe fnakes fometimes approach near to the 
lize of the rattle-fnake ; they are of a brown co¬ 
lour, except their bellies, which are of a muddy 
red, or copper colour; they frequent water, and 
very probably prey on filh ; but birds, and fuch 
other animals as they are able to overcome, they 
devour, frequently entering the houl'es of poultry, 

' L?.i thc . eg§S ' and devour ing the fowls. They 
are bold, nimble, and a&ive; but are generally 
reputed not venomous, and hare no fangs like the 
viper-kind. I never obferved their colour to vary. 


VII. The BluiJ})-green Snake. 

This harmlefs (hake frequents the branches of 
trees, and very nimbly fquirms among the leaves, 
living on infers, which, I beliere, are its only 
rood.---Their ul'ual lize and length is about two 
leet, but very fmall —They are all-over green, 
inclining more to blue than yellow. The nofe 
pi this Inake turning up, lhfiiciently diftinguilhes 
it from another green fnake, which I (hall here¬ 
after deferibe. 


VIII. The Black Snake. 

This, at its full growth, is a very lar^e and 
long fnake, fomc of them being from ten to twen¬ 
ty feet in length. They are all-over of a Ihining 

black, 
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black', never changing their colour. They are: 
very nimble, and very beneficial in killing rats,, 
which they purfue with wonderful agility to the 
roofs, and all parts of houfes and barns, where 
rats are able to run : for which fervice they are 
generally preferved by the inhabitants. They 
are bold and furious, leaping at and biting thdfe^ 
who attack them, though no harm enfues, as theio 
bite is not venomous. 

They run as faft as a horfe at gallop. 

It is commonly faid in Carolina , that they wilU 
attack and fwallow a rattle-fnake. 

It is certain, moft, or all fnakes, will devour 
one another, not only of their own kind, but of 
other kinds, and I have, often feen^ after a long 
ftruggle, one fwallow another, little lefs than it- 
felf. Thefe are the moft numerous of all fnakes, 

IX. The little Brown Bead-fnake . 

Thefe fnakes are always fmall^ feldom or ne¬ 
ver appear above ground, but are dug up, and 
found twifted about the roots of fhrubs and other 
plants. 

All the back, and upper part of the body, have 
iranfverfe fpots of brown and white, fo difperfed, 
as to make fome refemblance of a -firing of beads,, 
from which it feems to have got its Englijh name > 
It is a harmlefs fnake. 


X. The Ribbon Snake* 

This is a Header fnake, ufually very frnalL - 
The upper part of the body dark-brown, with * 
three parallel white, lines, extending, the whole?*; 

£3 length J > 
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length of the body. The belly is white. They 

are very nimble and inoffenfive. 


XI. The fpotted Ribbon-fnake. 

This is a (lender fnake, very long and fmall; 
the upper part of it is brown, fpotted with black; 
the belly white; on the ridge of the back ex¬ 
tends a lift of white the whole length. They are 
harmlefs, and without any chara&criftick of a. 
viper. 


XII. The Chain-fnake. 

This ferpent is about two feet in length, and 
very rare in many parts of America. It has alL 
the refemblance of a chain, (from which it derives 
its name) which feems, in many places, to en¬ 
viron the body, though thefe marks extend but 
half-Way round the belly; yet, on the back they 
are marked differently. The colour of this fnake 
is a dark dufky blue, except the chain-like marks 
on the back, which are yellow, as are likeways 
fome fquare fpots on the belly. The angular 
form of its lips are ftngular. It feems not to be 
of the viper kind. 


XIII. The green fpotted Snake. 

Thefe ferpents are not fo very large as fome 
of the other kinds, and are reckoned not fo ve¬ 
nomous, but are great robbers of hen-roofts, 
fucking the eggs, though their fize feldom en¬ 
ables them to devour the fowls. As the change 
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of marks and colours, in Tome ferpents, caufe 
confulion in diffmguifhing them, I would willing¬ 
ly avoid miftakes of this nature, in deferibing one 
and the fame kind of fnake twice over, and fo 
multiplying the kinds, to more than what they 
really are. I am diffident in determining whe¬ 
ther this be a different kind from the fpotted 
Ribbon-fnake or not, which fomewhat re (enables 
it, though of a different colour. 


XIV. The Coach-whip Snake. 

This is a very long (lender fnake, particularly 
the hind-part. It diminiffies gradually to the 
tail; and from the refemblance it bears to a 
coach-whip, has received that name. The colour 
of it is brown; it is very adlive and nimble, and 
runs very fwiftly. They are inoffenfive, except 
when provoked, at which time, as the Indians 
report, they will, with a jerk of their tail, 
fqueeze a man to death. They are generally a- 
bout fix feet in length, but are very fmall to¬ 
wards the tail. They retain their colour in all 
ftages. 


XV. The Corn-fnake. 

This fnake is commonly about three feet in 
length. It is all over beautifully marked, with 
white and red, which feems to have givenf it the 
name of Corn-fnake, there being fome maze, or 
Indian corn, much refembling it in colour. They 
are robbers of hen-roofts, but are otherways 
harmlefs. They are common in Virginia and 
Carolina. 


XVI, 
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XVI. The Hog-nofe Snake. 

Thefe fnakes are frequently about eighteen, 
inches in length; are fliort bodied, and very, 
large towards the head, with cheeks (welling out 
like thofe of vipers; the nofe turning up like that 
of a hog, and his whole vifage being very ugly*, 
I fufpe&ed he was of the venomous kind, till, 
fearching in his mouth for the viper’s hollow 
fangs, I could difcover only fmall teeth; yet 
being a fmall one, they might not yet appear, it 
having fo much of the charafteriftick of vipers, 
befides its flow motion and fluggiflinefs, that k 
cannot help fufpefting him to be of the viper- 
kind. The crown of the head and back of thofe, 
ferpents are brown, with many large black fpots. 
regularly placed, the hindmofl part of the body 
having tranfverfe yellow bars between the black/ 
fpots. The belly is dusky white, with fmaller; 
black fpots. 

XVII. The Green Snake. 

This inofFenfive little fnake abides-among the 
branches of trees and flirubs, catching flies and 
other infers, on which they feed... They are ge¬ 
nerally about twenty inches in length. They are 
eaflly reclaimed trorn their wildnefs, becoming 
tame and familiar, and are very harmlefs, lot 
that fome people will carry them in. their bo, 
(bms. 

XVIII. The Wampum Snake . 

This fnake receives its name from the. refem- 
Wance it has to the Indian money, called Warn- 

pun* ? 
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pum, which is made of fhells, cut into regular 
pieces, and flrung with a mixture of blue and 
white. Some of thefe fnakes are large, being 
u • e f^ 111 len S th > yet there is no harm from 
their bite ; but as the largeft of thefe fnakes are 
voracious, fo they will devour all the animals 
they are able to overcome. The back of thefe 
lerpents are of a dark blue ; the belly finely co¬ 
loured with a brighter blue; the head fmall in 
proportion to its body. They feem to retain 
their colour and marks, at every change of their 
exuvU. They are found in Virginia and Carolina. 

XIX. The Clafs Snake. 

The head of this fnake is very fmall; the 
tongue of a lingular form. They are of various 
nzes, from one foot to two and upwards in 
length. The upper part of the body is of a co¬ 
lour, blended brown and green, moft regularly 
and elegantly fpotted with yel ow; the belly 
yellow; the undermoft part is brighteft. The 
lkin is very fmooth and lhining, with fmaller 
leales, more clofely connected, and of a different 
lrrudfure from other ferpents. A fmall blow 
with a flick, will caufe the body to leparate, 
not only at the place ftruck, but at two or three 
other places, the mufcles being articulated in a 
fingular manner, quite through to the vertebra. 
They are generally faid to. be harmlefs. They 
appear earlier in the fpring than any other 
ferpent, and are numerous in the fandy woods 
of Virginia and Carolina. 

XX. The Bead Snake . 

This fnake is from two to five feet in length. 
The ground colour of them is black, deeper on 

the 
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the back, and fainter on the belly. The up¬ 
per part of the body is adorned with large fpots, 
of a bright red colour, between which, at regular 
diftances, are yellow fpots. They live moftly 
under ground, and are feldom leen above, but 
are frequently found and dug up with potatoes, 
at the time thefe roots are taken out of the 
ground, which is in September and Cftober . They 
have nothing of the viper, either in form or in 
quality, but are very inoftenfive. 


XXI. The Horn-fnake. 

This fnake is the moft dreadful and dangerous 
one of all the reft 5 the wound it gives is incur¬ 
able. They are from three to ten feet in length, 
the colour of them is mixed, between a black 
and a brown on the back, and, towards the bel¬ 
ly, inclines to a feint green colour. The head 
of thefe ferpents are very large; they five upon 
fuch animals as they can devour; they.have two 
rows of teeth on each lide of their jaws, and 
will, at one bite, feparate a bare’s leg from his 
body. No animal will encounter with them, as 
they never fail of getting the vi&ory. Their 
bites are not of a deadly poifonous nature, nor 
are they of more danger than any other common 
wound : and it cannot be otherways, from this 
inftance, as they differ from all other ferpents in 
their manner of feeding ; they chew_ their meat 
when it is too large, and devour the lame in a ra¬ 
venous manner; fo that if their bite were poi¬ 
fonous, it behoved certainly to prove fo to them- 
felves. 

The Indians , who are the only people that are 
acquainted with thefe fnakes, tell us, that no 
creature will engage with this ferpent, except a 

maftiff- 
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rriaftiff-dog, when encouraged and pufhed on by 
hismafter; when thefe dogs are lb puffied on, 
they feizc the ferpent by the neck, and would 
tear him to pieces without ceremony, were it 
not for the tail of the ferpent, where all the dan¬ 
ger that can enfue from him lies, there being 
lodged therein a horn, about 18 inches long, cu- 
rioufly derived out of the body of the fnake, in a 
direft taper to the very extremity of the horn ; 
on account of which it is called the Horn-fnake. 
This horn hath three different diviflons in it, or 
three joints, fix inches long each, with a regular 
taper to each joint, where they are united toge¬ 
ther ; all of which apartments of the horn are 
•full of deadly poifon. 

When this ferpent is vigoroufly attacked by 
any other animal, and is like to be overcome, 
they ftrike the firft joint of their tail into the bo¬ 
dy of the creature fo engaged with -them, where 
it remains, and the beaft, whatever kind it be, in- 
ftantly expires, raving mad. 

It is obferved by the Indians, that thefe fnakes 
never prey upon what they kill with their tail; 
and before theyilrike or wound their enemy with 
it, they are generally reduced to the utmofl dan¬ 
ger and difficulty, as .it deprives them at once 
from a hearty belly-full, which otherways they 
would obtain, and at the fame time they lofe 
one of their inftruments of defence ; and having 
only three general apartments in their horn, di¬ 
vided into liths or horny membranes, with a 
fmall communication from the beginning of the 
horn through the whole joints of the tail, and, 
when they are deprived of thelaftof thefe deftru- 
ftive weapons, they then become quite defence- 
lefs, and may eafilybe conquered by dogs, or any 
other animals whatever. I ffiall here, by way of 
digreffion, before I conclude with the account of 

the 
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the horn-fnake, fay fomething concerning the 
manner in which the dogs engage and deftroy the 
ferpents, after which I {hall return to my fubjett. 

Were it not for the dogs which the planters 
heep, on purpofe for deftroying thefe ferpents, 
as well as all other kinds of ferpents, when they 
come about their houfes, there would be many 
more of them in the cleared plantations in Ame¬ 
rica; for the fnakes are as much afraid of a dog, 

as a moufe is of a cat-The dogs never engage 

the ferpents when in their coil, becaufe that is 
the principal pofture of defence they can put 
themfelves into; and, when in that polition, the 
dogs (land at a diftance, barking at them, and 
watching his opportunity of |heir ftretching them¬ 
felves at length for arecefs; at which time, the 
dog feizesthe big ones of them by the back of the 
neck, and never quits with his grip, till he feparates 
the head from the body. Oft-times the ferpents 
twift themfelves feveral times round the dogs bo¬ 
dies,. and almoft fqueeze them to death ; but the 
Small ferpent they catch by the middle, and dalh 
them to pieces againll the trees. This much by 
way of digreilion, l fliall now proceed in my de¬ 
scription of the horn-fnake. 

The further account which is given by the In¬ 
dians of this ferpent, is not a little furprifing, and 
they aver it to be fa&; they tell us, that, 

When the horned fnakes are engaged with ty- 
gers among the woods, they fome times mifs the 
beaft, and (tick their horn into a green tree ; and 
it is obferved by the natives, that the tree dies in 
24 hours, after being fo (truck by the horn-fnake, 
allowing it to be ever fo large, and the leaves 
will wither on every branch thereof, and fall to 
the ground, as it were at the time of the year, 
when the leaves naturally decay, and fall Irom 
the trees, and they never afterwards bud. 

Thefe 
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*Thefe fnakes are found in the wildernefs of 
South Carolina , and upon the Spartijh main-land, 
and not any of them to the northward of thefe 
two places. 

I never law any of thefe fnakes alive, but ob- 
ferved the fkin of one of them in an apothecary’s 
flop in Philadelphia , and particularly took no¬ 
tice of its three horny membranes, as before de¬ 
ferred. ---This much as to the particular de- 

fcription of the various kinds of lerpents and 
fnakes, it will be necefTary for me, before I pro¬ 
ceed to another fubjeft, in the next place, to 
make fome obfervations on the gendering and 
breeding of thefe monftrous and obnoxious ver¬ 
min ; as to which, 

The Indians inform'us, that the horn-fnake ne¬ 
ver has any more young but two, who always 
come to the world, by burfting through the belly 
of their mothers, contrary to the nature of all 
other animals, with their tail firft, which makes 
way for the reft of their body to come out* 
which inftantly deftroys the mother, and is the 
reafon thefe fnakes are fo rare. 

The rattle-fnake does not differ mirch from 
that of the horn-ferpents, in bringing forth their 
young to the world, only the rattie-fnakes breed 
greater numbers at one time than the horn-fnakes 
do : for, it has been often obferved, that the 
rattle-fnake brings forth 12 or 15 young at a lit¬ 
ter, all of them tearing their way through the 
mother’s belty, by which fhe immediately expires. 
In like manner, the fmall rattle-fnake (hares the 
fame fate with that of the big, but breeds leffer 
quantities at a time. 

The black viper, or water-rattle-fnake, as it is 
called in Carolina , refembles in colour thofe of 
the other kinds, and their deftruftive weapons 
are as dangerous as thofe which have the rattle 5 
J? but 
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but it is never obferved, that they live after 
bringing forth their young ones. The Indian 
account of them is, that the old he-one tears the 
fhe to pieces, and takes the young from them by 
force, and makes prey of the old ones: but, be 
that as it will, it is very certain, nature has pro¬ 
vided thefe animals with all the parts that may 
enable them to bring forth their young, and yet 
live, after barring this narrative, which is told by 
the natives, which account feems more than pro¬ 
bably true.-Were it not that thofe animals de- 

lfroy one another more than they are dedroyed 
by men, they behoved to be more numerous, 
and, confequently, more obnoxious to the world 
than they really are. 

The black and brown vipers bring forth their 
young differently from that of the rattle kind.— 
They lay eggs, about four or five in number at 
mod, in holes under ground, fo near the furface 
of the earth, that the heat of the fun hatches 

them by day, and the mother by night.-It is 

generally believed, that, at the time thefe hiding 
ferpents are gendering together, the fhe-one cuts 
the throat of the he-one with her teeth, fo that 
he inftantly dies. 

The black fnake, the mod numerous of any 
animal of this kind in America , alfo brings forth 
their young, by laying eggs, and hatching them 
in the fame manner with that of the viper: but 
it is obferved, lhat they produce above 50 eggs 
at a fitting, and as many young ones ; which is 
the reafon that they are more plenty than the 
other kind. They are a very bold fnake, and 
will defend their young to the utmod of their 
power. 

As to the whole of the harmlefs fpecies of fer¬ 
pents, it is believed, they bring forth their young, 
fry laying eggs, and hatching them. 


The 
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The alligator is an amphibious animal, very 
deftruaive in many parts of America ; it is ot a 
prodigious fize, from 20 to 60 feet in length, and 
is commonly found in large rivers, and in o\v 
marfhy grounds adjoining thereto, ^“ ere , . 
lie in wait for their prey, which confifts chiefly 
of cattle, and all other forts of animals accus¬ 
tomed to go into the water ; the largcft buffalo 
they will in a few minutes tear to pieces; 
they are of a dark brownifli mofly colour, and 
are difficult' to be diftinguifhed in low ground 
from rotten wood ; their whole body on the back 
is full of horny (hells, where no bullet or mitru- 
ment will penetrate, and there is no killing ot 
them, except they receive the wound in their 
belly; their head is different from every other 
animal in the world, being of an extraordinary 
length, having fix rows of teeth both on the up¬ 
per and lower jaws; their head at the hind-part 
is very large and ftrong, with a full taper to the 
nofc, it being the only bead, avhofe upper jaws 
move ; it has four feet, much in the fotmofan 
afp' or lizard, but (hort and thick, and tan nin 
very faft forward after its prey, but takes a great 
deal of time in turning itfelf round, as there 's 
no joint in the whole body, except one m the 
upper jaw, by which they can open their mouth 
to a wonderful extent, fo that they make bm one 
or two bites in devouring calves and dogs. Thele 

animals would be much more dangerous and 

hurtful than they are, were they equally nimbi 
in turning, as in purfuit. The Mums ^ have ve¬ 
ry fine diverfion in hunting them, which they 
perform with furprif.ng dexterity. Th'S m onfter 
has but little eyes, and can only fee before him at 
a fmall difiance. The natives watch an opportu¬ 
nity of finding them afleep, and a number of 
them together runup to his broad-fide, and at one 
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jerk turn them on their backs, from which por¬ 
tion they never can recover themfelves, and the 
Indians, with their fcalping-knives and toma¬ 
hawks, cut them to pieces ; but, when they are 
inclined for more fport, they wound them in one 
of their feet, and turn them over again on their 
belly, at the fame time a dozen or two Indians will 
jump upon his back, who will travel with this 
number above him for fome miles together, un¬ 
til they come near water, then the natives turn 
off, or elfe they fhould be very foon deft] oyed; 
for, in water, they are more aftive than on land • 
the Indians call this hunting, Cayanata , which 
being rendered into Englijh, fignifies Hunting the 
Devil, or idlenefs. Thefe animals, before de¬ 
vouring their prey, are commonly obferved to 
weep over it like a child ; from whence proba¬ 
bly the proverb, “of the crocodile’s tears,” takes 
its origin. 

I have often been credibly told a very face¬ 
tious ftory of a Dutchman, who was travelling by 
land from Virginia to North Carolina , and being 
inuch fatigued on his journey, fat down to reft 
him, upon what he fuppofed to be an old rotten 
ti unk of a tiec, but which, in reality, was the 

b ‘k dy J % !i! rge al!i S ator > "here, after having 
lelted himfelf, and taking a fmall refrelhment, *' 
he. laid his bundle with all his provilions upon 
this luppofed log of wood, and then, in his ufual 
manner, like a true Dutchman, pulled forth his 
pipe and.tinder-box, in order to finifti his repaft 
with a pipe of tobacco byway of defert; but, on 
lighting his pipe, and fmoking a while, he emptied 
the allies thereof where he far, by which means 
lomc fparks of the fire making its way betwixt 
the feales of the alligator, it fmarted him fo 
much that it roufed him from his fleep, and took 
his courfe for the river, carrying the Dutchman 

on 
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on his back with his whole luggage along with 
him, which almofl frightened the poor Dutchman 
out of his wits ; notwithftanding this, he con¬ 
tented himfelf with the lofs of his baggage, on 
account of having efcapccf with his life from this 
dreadful monfter, who is admirably artful in de¬ 
ceiving what they intend to prey upon, and, for 
that purpofe, conceal themfelves in mud by the 
fides of rivers, where they lie in waiting, till 
their obje£t comes within reach of them. 

At firft, when America was peopled by the 
Europeans , thefe animals of the Terpentine fpe- 
cies were a terror to them ; particularly the 
rattle-fnake, and many others of the viper-kind, • 
whofe bites were then thought incurable ; but 
now, by the {kill of our furgeons, when taken in 
proper time, are eafily cured, except it be that 
of the fting of the horn-fnake, of which, as yet, 
there is no cure found out or difeovered.—None 
of thefe fpecies will attempt to do hurt, except 
when difturbed or trode upon. 

The flefh of the rattle-fnake is extremely good^ 
The head of it being inftantly ftruck off, before 
it gets time to bite itfelf, its flefii eats much the 
fame as that of a chicken, and is as white : this 
I know, as being at firft obliged feveral times to 
eat fome of them, for want of other provifions, 
and have afterwards, of choice, feveral times eat 
heartily of them. 

And now, having given my readers as diflinffc 
an account of thefe ferpents, as the brevity, 
which I have obferved, would admit of, I fhall 
now proceed, in giving, with as much accuracy 
and brevity, as the nature of the thing will allow, 
a dillindt account of the nature, air, foil, pro¬ 
duce, extent, and cufloms of the different nations 
of North America , and the names of the tribes 
f 3 inhabiting, 
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inhabiting the fame. In the firft place then I 
frail begin with 

A defer ipt ion of the Cherokee Nation. 

The Cherokee Indians inhabit the fouth-weft end 
of th e Apalachian mountains, from the head of the 
Tanefie-river, which flows into the Ohio ; and can 

raife 20,000 fighting men-The country is fi- 

fUated between 32 and 34 degrees north latitude, 
end 87 degrees 30 minutes weft longitude from 
the meridian of London , as near as can be calcu¬ 
lated. 

The air is temperate, inclining to heat during 
the fummer-feafon, and the ground fo remark¬ 
ably fertile, that the women alone do all the la¬ 
borious talks of agriculture, the foil only requir¬ 
ing a little flirring with a hoc, to produce what¬ 
ever is required of it, yielding vaft quantities of 
peafe, beans, potatoes, cabbages, Indian corn, 
pompions, melons, and tobacco, not to mention 
a number of other vegetables imported from Eu¬ 
rope, not fo generally known among them, which- 
flourilh as much, or more than they do in their 
native foil: and, by the daily experience of the 
goodnefs of the foil, we may conclude, that, 
with due care, all European plants might fucceed 
in the fame manner. 

Before the arrival of the Europeans, the na¬ 
tives were not fo well provided with maze, me¬ 
lons and tobacco, being the only things they be¬ 
llow culture upon, and perhaps feldom on the 

latter . The meadows, or Savannas produce 

excellent grafs, being watered with abundance of 
fine rivers and brooks, well flored with fifh, ot¬ 
ters and beavers, having as yet nonet; the Indi¬ 
ans catch the fllh with lines, fpears and dams; 

which 
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which laft, as it Teems, is peculiar to the natives 
°\ America *, they commonly build two walls 
obliquely down the river from either fhore, juft 
as they are near joining, a paflage is left to a 
° r refervoir ; the Indians then fcarting 
the fifh down the river, clofe the mouth of th t 
refervoir with a Iargebufh or bundle made of pur- 
pofe, and it is no difficult matter to take them 
with balkets, when inclofed within fo fmall a 
compafs. 


North America being one continual foreft, ad- 
mits af no fcarcity of timber for every ufe : 
there are oaks of feveral forts, birch, afh, pines* 
and a number of other trees, many of which are 
unknown in Europe, but are already defcribed by 
°. authors. The woods likeways abound 
with fruits and flowers, to which the Indians pay 
little regard. Of the fruits there are fome of an 
excellerit flavour, particularly feveral forts of 
grapes, which, with proper culture, would pro¬ 
bably afford an excellent wine.-There are 

likeways plumbs, cherries, and berries of feveral 
kinds, fomething different from thofe in Europe ; 
but their peaches and pears grow only by cul¬ 
ture ; add to thefe, feveral kinds of roots and me¬ 
dical plants, particularly the plant fo efteemed by 
the Chinefe, and by them called Cingfang, a root 
which never fails curing the moft inveterate ve¬ 
nereal difeafe ; which, however, they never had 
occafion for, before the arrival of the Europeans 
among them, this difeafe being, till that timej 
unknown among the Indians . There are like¬ 
ways an incredible number of buffaloes, bea¬ 
vers, bears, deers, panthers wolves, foxes, ra¬ 
coons, and opoflums; the buffaloes, and moft of 
the reft have been fo often defcribed by others 
and aFefo well known, that a further defcription 
of them would be both tedious and ufelefs; the o- 
pofTmu and beaver however delerve fome atten¬ 
tion, 
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tion, as I have never fcen them properly defcrib* 
ed. The opoflum is about the fize of a large 
cat, thick and fhort, and of a filver colour ; it 
brings forth its young, contrary to all other am- 
mals, at the teat, from whence, when of a cer¬ 
tain flze, and able to walk, it drops off, and goes 
into a falfe belly, defigned by Providence in its 
dame for its reception; which, at the approach 
of danger, will, notwithftanding this additional 
load, climb rocks and trees with great agility for 

its fafety. , _ . c , - a 

The beaver is a creature defervmg of the hilt 
notice of any of thofe animals above mentioned. 
This animal was not unknown in Europe before 
the difcovery of America. It is an amphibious 
quadruped,' that continues not long at a time in 
the water, but yet cannot live without frequently 
bathing in it. A large beaver will weigh 60 or 
70 pounds. • Their colour is different, according 
to the country they are taken in. To the north¬ 
ward they are quite black, and to the fouthward 
they are almoft white ; and in the country of the 
Jlihois they are almoft the colour of the deer ; but 
it is obferved, that the lighter their colour, the 
lefs valuable is their fur. 

The beaver lives to a great age. The females 
generally, bring forth four young ones at a time. 
Its jaws are furnifhed with two cutteis and eight 
grinders. The upper jaw projefts over the lower 
one ; the head fhaped like the head of a rat, and 
is fmall in proportion to the body ; its fnout 
long, its eyes are fmall, fhort, and round, and 
fhaggy on the outfide, but have no hair within. 
Its fore-feet are no more than fix inches long, 
the nails indented, and hollow like a quill; the 
hind-feet are flat, and webbed between the toes, 
like thofe of a duck. They walk very How, but 
fwim fall *, the tail is fhiped like the blade of a 

paddle , 
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§L dle V f0 “ r ln . ches broad where it joins the body, 
fi e or fix in the middle, and three at the extre- 
rnity, about an mch thick and a foot lone, and 

Weired' 11 ' f r’’ thatismor^gree 

able to the ftomach than this part of the beaver. 

nea t ^ the being 

near a quarter of an inch long, and fold over 

each other like thofe of a fi/h. 

n ;JJ| e ba S s or ca ftor taken from thefe a- 

nnnals, is of great ufe among druggifts, but it is 
faid are not fo good in America as in Ruffiu The 

thfmiM - them m many dil ' 0Fde rs. They drefs 
afteTth u n mantles made of their lkins, which 
valtiahu Y f laV u ' v . orn for fome time gro^ more 
™'“ , . kle ’ for th e long hair drops off, tnd the fur 

wht m ° re c for the hat " m a^ers ufe than 
when raw or frefh taken. 

anJIl e rr!n duftry ’u r fore % ht > good management, 

verv fi,?n r y obf T e / atnon 3 thefe animals, is 
whonl Pn ^ ng, e and fcarce, y cr edible to thofe 
who never faw them. When they make a fettle- 

Tnd Vn f0W ’ ° r more > afl « mble together, 
and full agree among themfelves upon a place 

JV e J hey may have provifions (which i s P the 

thim, f m eS> i‘ lly ‘ roots > or grabs) and every 

thing neceflary for erefting their edifices, which 
muft be furrounded with water; and if there is 
-? r * ake . nor P ond convenient, they make 
one, by flopping the courfe of fome river or brook 
with a dam : for this end they cut down trees 
above the place they are refolved to build at, 
and they always take their meafures fo well as to 
the ffec fall towards the water, that they 
may have the lefs diftance to roll it when cut to 
pieces. This done, they, float them down to the 
place appointed, and thefe pieces they cut, as 
the cafe requires. Sometimes they ufe the trunks 
of large trees, wnich they lay flat in the water; 
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at others, they faften Hakes in the bottom of the 
channel, and then interweave fmall Dranc ^’ f a • 
fill up the vacancies with clay, mud and mo , 
fuch a manner as renders it very tight and fecme. 
The conftruaion of their houfes is no lefs artful 
and ingenious ; they are generally built upon 
piles in their ponds, at fome dtftance from the 
fhore, but fometimes upon the banks of the li¬ 
vers; their form is round, with a flat roof, the 
walls two feet or more thick, and built of the 
fame materials as their dams, kveiy P a J; ' # 
well finilhed, that no air can poffibly ente, 
bout two thirds of the edifice is raffed above the 
water, and in this they lodge, having the floor 
ft, owed with fplinters, 6c. to render the lodging 
comfortable, and they are very careful to keep it 
clean. They have generally three or four diffe- 
rent avenues to each houfe, but all their 
are under water. As faft as they peel off the 
bark from the billets of wood laid up 
fubiiftence, they convey them to their dam t 
ftrenothes •* or elfe pile them on tne tops or 
their houfes, and faften them there wit mu 
They lodge feveral in a houfe together. 

Thcfe animals are never found unprovided, by 
a hidden and unexpefted approach ol wint " » 
their bulinefs is eoinpleated by the end o ,/> 
tember, and their ftores laid in. They a> up 
their provifions in piles near their hou es, 
a manner that it keeps under the W »T 
their ufe, the but-ends being fattened in the mud 
or clay at the bottom, fo that the current cannot 
carry it away. When the fnows melt and laiie 
the ftream, they leave their houfes 

returns for repairing them, or for buiWmg_ne> 

ones, which is in the month of July, when they 
le-aifemble, or elfe form new aifociations. 
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.The ground-beaver, as they are called, con- 
duct their affairs in a different manner; all the 
care they take is, to make a kind of covered-wav 
to the water. They are eafily known from the 
others by their hair, which is much /hotter. 
1 hey are always very poor, the natural confe¬ 
rences of their idlenefs. The Indians never 
hunt thefe but out of mere neceffity. 

The manner of hunting beaver is very fimple 
and eafy ; for this animal has not flrength enough 
to defend itfelf. The Indians hunt them from 
November to April, in which feafon their fur is 
beft. They either decoy them into traps, or 
/hoot them; but the latter is very difficult by 
reafon of the quicknefs of their fight and motion 
and, fhould they happen to wound them mortally 
in the water, it is a chance if they ever get them 
out. 


They lay their traps in the paths frequented 
by the beaver, and bait them with fre/h cut pop¬ 
lar boughs, of which they are very fond. Some¬ 
times the Indians open the ice near the beaver- 
houfes, at which opening one flands, while an¬ 
other difturbs the houfe, the beaver haftens, up©n 
this, to make his efcape at the opening, and fel- 
dom fails of having his brains beat out the mo¬ 
ment he raifes his head above water. 

The beavers, which frequent the lakes, befide 
their houfes in the water, have a kind of eoun- 
try-houfe, two or three hundred yards from it 
and the Indians here hunt them from one to the 
other. When thefe animals difeover an enemy 
of any kind, they haften into the water, and give 
warning to their companions, by flapping the wa¬ 
ter with their tails, which may be heard at a con- 
fiderable diftance. 


There are a great number of letter fort of 
game, fuch as rabbits, fquirrels of feveral forts. 

and 
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and many other animals, befides turkeys, geefe, 
ducks of various forts, partridges, pheafants, and 
an infinite number of other birds, purfued only 
by children, who, at eight or ten years of age, 
are very expert at -killing them with a farbucan, 
or hollow cane, through which they blow a fmall 
dart. The wcaknefs of the children obliges them 
to fhoot at the eye of the larger fort of prey, 
which they feldom mifs. 

Of the infers which inhabit this country, the 
flying flag is the only one worth notice; it is a- 
bout the Ihape of a beetle, but has very large 
beautiful branching horns, like thofe of a flag, 
from whence it takes its name. 

The Indians now have a numerous breed of 
horfes and hogs, many of which run wild in the 
woods. Cows or fheep they have none ; but 
thefe, however, might be fupplied, by breeding 
fome tame buffaloes ; from thefe, many of the 
white prifoners among the Indians have procured 
both butter and cheefe, and the fine long fhag 
upon his back would fupply all the purpofes of 
wool. 

The mountains contain very rich mines of 
gold and filver, lead and copper, as may be e- 
vinced by feveral pieces of ore accidentally found 
by the Indians , and feveral lumps of ore wafhed 
down by the flreams, a bag of which fold in Vir¬ 
ginia at a considerable price; and, by the many 
fait fprings, it is probable there are mines of that 
like ways, as well as other minerals. The foun¬ 
tains, too, may have many virtues, that require 
more skilful perfons than cither the Cherokees or 
myfelf, to find out. 

They have many beautiful flones of different 
colours, many of which, I am apt to believe, 
are of great value, but the fuperflition of the 
Indians have always prevented them from difpof- 

ing 
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ing of thefe to the traders, who have made ma¬ 
ny attempts to that purpofe; but as they ufe 
them in their conjuring ceremonies, they believe 
their parting with them, or bringing them from 
home, would be prejudicial to them in their 
health or affairs. Among others, there is one 
in the pofTeflion of a conjurer, remarkable for 
its brilliancy and beauty, but more fo from the 
extraordinary manner in which it was found. 
It grew, if we may credit the Indians , on the 
head of a monftrous ferpent, whofe retreat was, 
by its brilliancy, difeovered; but being attended 
by a great number of fnakes, he being, as I fup- 
pofe, by his diadem, of a fuperior rank among 
them, made it dangerous to attack him. Many 
were the attempts made by the lndians y but all 
in vain, they were always fruftrated; till, at 
length, one fellow, more bold than the reft, dref- 
fing himfetf in leather, impenetrable to the bite 
of the ferpent or his guards, watching a conve¬ 
nient opportunity, furprifed and killed him, tear¬ 
ing his jewel from his head; which the conjurer 
has kept hi'd for many years, in fome place un¬ 
known to all, but to two women, who have been 
offered large rewards to betray it, but have ftill 
fteadily refufed, left fome fignal judgment or 
mifchance fiiould follow. That fuch a ftonc ex- 
ifts, I believe, having feen many of great beautj', 
but I cannot think it would anfwer all the enco¬ 
miums which the Indians beftow upon it, tho* 
many of their ftories are much more furprifing. 

The Cherokees are of a middle llature, and of 
an olive colour, though generally painted, and 
their skins ftained with gun-pwowder pricked into 
it in very pretty figures. Their ears are flit and 
ftretched to an enormous flze, putting the perfon 
who undergoes this operation to an incredible 
pain, being unable to lie on either fide for near 
G forty 
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forty days j to remedy which, they generally flit 

but one at a time. 

They are extremely proud, defpifing the lower 
clafs of Europeans) and in fome athletiek diver- 
fions I once was prefent at, they Tefufed to match 
or hold conferences with any but officers. 

Here, however, the vulgar notion of the un¬ 
common agility of the Indians was contradicted 
and confuted by four officers of the Philadelphia 
regiment, the flowed: of whom would out-run the 
fwifteft of above 3 oo Indians , who at that time 
were in the place ; but had the race exceeded 2 
or 300 yards, the Indians would hate then ac¬ 
quired the advantage, by being able to keep at 
the fame pace a longer time together ; and running 
being likeways more generally praCtifed among 
them, a body of them would always greatly ex¬ 
ceed an equal number of our troops. 

They live to a great age, of which Oftenacd s 
mother is an inftance. Oftcnaco is about 70 years 
of age, and the youngeft of four children, yet 
bis mother ftill continues her laborious tasks, 
and has yet ftrength enough to carry two hundred 
weight of wood on her back, near two Englijl) 
miles. I am apt to think, fome of them, by their 
own computation, are near 150 years of age. 

Many of them have a good uncultivated ge¬ 
nius, and are fond of fpeaking well, as that 
paves the way to power in their councils, and I 
doubt not but the reader will find fome beauties 
in their harangues, of which I have already given 
and fhall give them a fpecimen, and the reader 
may be affured, that they are entirely genuine. 
Their language is not unpleafant, but vallly a- 
fpiring, and the accents fo many and various, 
you would often imagine them Tinging in their 
common difeourfe. As the ideas of the Cherokecs 
ate fo few, X cannot fay much for the copiouf- 
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ncfs of their language. They feldom turn their 
eyes on the perfon the fpeak of, or addrefs them- 
felves to, and are always fufpicious when peo¬ 
ples eyes are upon them. They fpeak flow, ex¬ 
cept in council, that they are often obliged to re¬ 
peat what they were faying; yet, fhould a per¬ 
son talk to them above his common pitch, they 
would immediately alk if he thought they were deaf. 

They have likeways a fort of loofe poetry ; 
fuch as their war-fongs, love-fongs, 6 c. Of the 
latter, many contain no more, than that the 
young man loves the young woman, and will be 
uneafy, according to their own expreflion, if he 
does not obtain her. Of the former, I fhall pre- 
fent my readers with the following fpecimen, 
without the original in Cherokee y on account of 
the expletive fyllables, merely introduced for the 
mafic, and not the fenfe, juft like the toI-de-dero& 
of many old Englijh fongs. 


A Tran flat! on of the War-Song, 

Caw waw noo dee, See. 

Where’er the earth’s enlighten’d by the fun, 
Moon fliines by night, grafs grows, or waters runj\ 
Be’t known, that we are going, like men, afar. 

In hoftile fields, to wage deftruttive war ; 

Like men we go to meet our country’s foes. 
Who, woman-like, fhall fly our dreadful blows ; 
Yes, as a woman, who beholds a fnake, 

In gaudy horror, gliften thro’ the brake, 

Starts trembling back, and flares with wild fur- 
prife. 

Or pale thro’ fear, unconfcious, panting flies. 

Juft fo thefe foes, more tim’rous than a hind. 
Shall leave their arms, and only cloaths behind : 

G 2, Pinch’d 
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PinchM by each blaif, by ev’ry thicket torn, 

Run back to their own nation, now its l'corn : 

Or in the winter, when the barren wood 
Denies their gnawing entrails nature’s food, 

Let them lit down, from friends and country far. 
And wifh, with tears, they ne’er had come to 
war. 

We’ll leave our clubs, dew’d wiih their coun¬ 
try’s Ihow’rs, 

And, if they dare to bring them back to ours. 
Their painted fcalps fhall be a flop to fame, 

And grace our own and glorious country’s name: 
Or if we warriors fpare the yielding foe, 
Torments at home the wretch mull undergo. 
But when we go, who knows which (hall return, 
When growing dangers rife with each new morn? 
Farewel, ye little ones, ye tender wives, 

For you alone we would conferve our lives! 

But ceafe to mourn, ’tis unavailing pain, 

If not foredoom’d, we foon lhall meet again. 

But, O ye friends! in cafe your com’rades fall, 
.Think, that on you our deaths for vengeance 
call; 

With up-rais’d tomohawks purfue our bloody 
And (lain with hoftile ftreams the conlcious wood. 
That pointing enemies may never tell 
t The boafted place where we their vi&ims fell. * 

Both the ideas and verfe are very loofe in 
the original, and they are fet to as loofe mu- 
lick, many compofing both tunes and long off¬ 
hand, according to the occalion, though fome 

tunes, 

* Their cuftom is generally to engrave their vic¬ 
tory on fome neighbouring tree, or fet up fome token 
of it near the field of battle ; to this their enemies are 
here fuppofed to point, as boafting their victory over 
them, and the flaughtcr that they made. 
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times* efpecially thofe taken from the northern 
Indians , are extremely pretty, and very much re- 
femble our Scots tunes. 

The Indians have a particular method of re¬ 
lieving the poor, which I fhall (and defervedly} 
rank among the moft laudable of their religious 
ceremonies, moft of the reft confifting pifrely in 
vain ceremonies and fuperftitious romances of 
their conjurers. 

When any of their people are hungry, as they 
term it> or in diftrefs, orders are ilfued out by 
the head-men for a war-dance, at which all the 
fighting-men and warriors affemble ; but here, 
contrary to all their other dances, one only 
dances at a time, who, after hopping and caper¬ 
ing for a minute, with a tomahawk in his hand, 
gives a fmall hoop, at which fignal the muftck 
Sops, till he relate the manner in which he took 
his firft fcalp; and concludes his narrative by 
throwing, on a large fkin fpread for that purpofe, 
a firing of wampum, a piece of plate, wire, paint, 
lead, or any other thing he can moft conveni¬ 
ently fpare ; after which the muiick ftrikes 
up, and he proceeds, in like manner, through all 
his warlike actions : then another takes his place, 
and the ceremony lafts till all the warriors and 
figh ting-men have* related all their exploits. The 
flock thus raifed is divided among the poor. The 
fame ceremony is ufed to recompenfe any ex¬ 
traordinary merit. This is touching vanity in a % 
tender part, and is an admirable method of 
making even, imperfections conduce to the good 
of fociety. 

Their manner of pointing arrows is as follows : 
cutting a bit of thin brafs, copper, bone, or feales 
of a particular fifh, into a-point with two beards, 
or fome into an acute triangle, they Iplit a little 
of their arrow, which is generally of reeds:; into 
G 3 this* 
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this they put the point, winding fome deer’s fi- 
news round the arrow, and through a little hole 
they make in the head ; then they moiften the 
finew with their fpittle, which, when dry, re¬ 
mains fafl glued, and never untwifts. Their 
bows are of feveral forts of wood, dipped in bears 
oil, and feafoned before the fire, and a bear’s 
twilled gut for the firing. 

They have two forts of clay, red and white, 
with both which they make excellent vefTels, 
fome of which willfland the greatefl heat. They 
have now learned to few, and the men, as well as 
the women, excepting fhirts, make all their own 
cloaths; the women likeways make very pretty 
belts and collars, of beads and wampum, alfo 
belts and garters of worfted. In arts, however, 
as in war, they are greatly excelled by their nor¬ 
thern neighbours. 

As to religion, every one is at liberty to think 
for himfelf; whence flows a diverlity of opinion 
among thofe that think, but the majority give 
themfelves very little trouble about the matter. 
They generally concur, however, in the belief of 
one fupreme Being, who made and governs all 
things, and are therefore never difcontent at any 
misfortune that befals them, becaufe, fay they, 
li the man above will have it fo.” They believe 
in rewards and punifliments, as may be evinced 
by their anfwer to Mr. Martin , who, having 
preached fcripture till both his audience and he 
were heartily tired, was told at laft, that they 
knew very well, that, if they were good, they 
fliould go up; if bad, down ; that he could tell 
no more ; that he had long plagued them With 
what they noways underftood, and therefore de¬ 
fied him to depart the country; but this, pro¬ 
bably, was at the inftigation of their conjurers, 
to whom they pay a profouad regard. 


They 
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They have few religious ceremonies, or ftated 
times for publick worfhip : the green corn dance 
feems to be the principal, which is, as 1 have been 
told, performed in a very folemn manner, in a large 
fquare field before the town-houfe door : their mo¬ 
tion here is very flow, and the fong in which they 
offer thanks to God for the corn he has fent them, 
is far from unpleafing. 

Their government, if I may fo call it, has nei¬ 
ther laws or power to fupport it; it is a mixture 
of ariftocracy and democracy, the chiefs being 
chofe according to their merit in war, or policy 
at home ; thefe lead the warriors, that choofe to 
go to fight, againfl their enemies, for there are no 
laws of compulfion on thofe that refufe to fol¬ 
low, or punifhment to thofe that forfake their 
chief 5 he ftrives, therefore, to infpire them with 
a fort of enthufiafm, by the war-fong, as the an¬ 
cient bards once did in Britain. The aflemblies 
of the nation are likeways compofed of their 
chiefs and headmen, into which aflemblies their 
war-women are admitted. The reader will not be 
a little furprifed to find the ftory of Amazons not 
fo great a fable as was imagined, many of the 
Indian women being as famous in war as power¬ 
ful in council. 

The reft of the people are divided into two mi¬ 
litary clafles, warriors, and fighting men, which 
laft are the plebeians, who have not diftinguilhed 
ihemfelves enough to be admitted into the rank 
of warriors. There are fbme other honorary 
titles among them, conferred in reward of great 
aftions ; the firft of which is Outacity , or Man- 
killer y and the fecond Colona , or the Raven . Old 
warriors, likeways, or war-women, who can no 
longer go to war, but have diftinguiflied them- 
felves in their younger days, have the title of 
Beloved, This is the only titleje males can en¬ 
joy ; 
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joy ; but it abundantly recompenfes them, by 
the power they acquire by it, which is fo great, 
that they can, by the wave of a fwan’s wing, de¬ 
liver a wretch condemned by the council, and al¬ 
ready tied to the (lake. 

The Indians are very fond of amufing thcm- 
fclves at a game they call Nettecawaiu ; which I 
can give no other defcription of, than that each 
player having a pole about ten feet long, with fe- 
veral marks or divifions on it, one of them bowls 
a round Hone, with one flat fide, and the other 
convex, on which the players all dart their poles 
after it, and the nearefi counts according to the 
vicinity of the bowl to the marks on his pole. 

The phyfick dance is very entertaining, and 
my curiofity has often led me to the town-houfe, 
to fee the preparation. A vefiel of their own 
make, that might contain twenty gallons (there 
being a great many, to take the medicine) was fet 
on the fire, round which Hood feveral gourds fil¬ 
led with river water, which was poured into the 
pot; this done, there arofe one of the beloved 
women, who, opening a deer's (kin, filled with 
various roots and herbs, took out a fmall hand¬ 
ful of fomething like fine fait, part of which fhe 
threw on the headman’s feat, and part into the 
fire clofe to the pot; fhe then took out the wing 
of a fwan, and after flourifliing it over the pot, 
Hood fixed for near a minute, muttering fome¬ 
thing to herfelf; then taking a fhrub, like laurel 
(which 1 fuppofed was the phyfick) fhe threw it 
into the pot, and returned to her former feat. 
As no more ceremony feemed to be going for¬ 
ward, I took a walk till the 'Indians afiembled to 
take it. At my return I found the houfe quite 
full ; they danced near an hour round the pot, 
till one of them, with a fmall gourd that might 
hold about a gill, took fome of the phyfick, and 

drank 
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drank it, after which all the reft took it in turn. 
One of their head-men prefented me with fome, 
and in a manner compelled me to drink, though 
I would have willingly declined it. It was, how¬ 
ever, much more palatable than I expe&ed,. 
having a ftrong tafte of faflafras ; the Indian who 
prefented it, told me it was taken to wafh away 
their fins ; fo that this is a fpiritual medicine, 
and might be ranked among their religious cere¬ 
monies. They are very follicitous about its fuc- 
cefs; the conjurer, for feveral mornings before it 
is drank, makes a dreadful howling, yelling and 
hallooing, from the top of the town-houfe, to 
frighten away apparitions and evil fpirits ; but, 
according to our ideas of evil fpirits, fuch hide¬ 
ous noifes would, by fympathy, rather call up 
fuch horrible beings ; but I am apt to think, with 
the Indians , that fuch noifes are fufficient to 
frighten any being away but themfelves. 

I was almoft every night at fome dance or di- 
verfion ; the war-dance, however, gave me the 
greateft fatisfa&ion, as in that I had an opportu¬ 
nity of learning their methods of war, and a 
hiftory of their warlike a&ions, many of which 
are both amufing and inftru&ive. 

I was very well pleafed with their ball-plays 
(in which they Ihew great dexterity) efpecially 
when the women played, who pulled one another 
about, to the no fmall amufement of the curious 
fpeftator. 

They are like ways very dextrous at panto¬ 
mime dances, feveral of which I have fccn per¬ 
formed that were very diverting. In one of thele, 
two men, drelfed in bear-lkins, came in ftalking 
and pawing about with all the motions of real 
bears ; two hunters followed them, who, in 
dumb-fhew, a£ted in all refpedls as they would do 
in the woods ; after many attempts to flioot 

them, 
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them, the hunters fire; one of the bears is killed, 
and the other wounded ; but, as they attempt to 
cut his throat, he rifes up again, and the fcufRe 
between the huntfmen and the wounded bear ge¬ 
nerally affords the company a great deal of di¬ 
ve rfion. 

The taking the pigeons at rooft is another ve¬ 
ry pleafant entertainment, and affords the fpefta- 
tors a good deal of amufement. 

The eagle-dance is held in the greateft efteem, 
as they are fometimes performed at giving the 
wampum in treaties; and none of their warlike 
ceremonies can be performed without them, ow¬ 
ing chiefly to the ftupid notion of the conjurers, 
or what we may call their priefls, or dire&ors of 
their faith. Indeed, the whole of the Indians are 
ftrangely led affray by thefe black-guard conju¬ 
rers, who, like fome pretended clergymen among 
ourfelves, affedl to be veiled with more power 
than belongs to them, and pretend likeways to 
have infpiration from above. 

To convince my reader of the deceit and cun¬ 
ning of thefe conjurers, and of their policy in de¬ 
ceiving their own people with the notion of the 
black art, by which means they are indeed even 
apt to miflead, and impofe upon others, whofe i- 
deas are of a more refined nature, I fhall only 
give the following flory, as a fpecimen of the 
craftinefs of thefe conjurers, in order to blind 

and delude the people.-When I myfelf, with 

a number of others, went back to the Indian 
fettlements, to difpofe of goods to them, the per- 
fon who had the care of the goods, miffing a 
piece of broad cloth, charged the Indians with 
the theft; whereupon a general fearch was made, 
but all to no purpofe.. Jttakulla-kulla then or¬ 
dered all within the fort out, while he and the 
conjurer went into the houfc front whence it was 

Hole 






Travels through America. 83 

liole, to. beg the devil’s advice about recovering 
it; but in this the conjurer might have fpared 
himfelf the trouble : for, though 1 am at a lofs to 
guefs, by what means he recovered the cloth, 
yet I am inclined to believe, he had as great a 
hand in the abftraftion, as in the recovery of it; 
however, be that as it will, my curiofity led me’ 
to obferve fome more of their oddities, when, 
after flaying for iome time, I obferved the. conjurer 
fally out of the houfe blind-folded, and groping 
about, till he came to the skirts of the woods^ 
he pulled off the blind, and then went flraight 
forward a confiderable way, and, in about fix 
minutes, returned with the broad cloth on his 
fhoulders. I obferved his cheek tied up with a 
bit of twine, which, when untied, bled very 

much-1 gave the conjurer a piece of the cloth 

for thus playing the fool. 

The Indians upon the river St. Jofeph arc natu¬ 
rally thieves, and look upon all they can catch as 
lawful prize. It is however true, that if one dif- 
covers early, that he has loft any thing, it is luf- 
ficient to advertife the chief of it, and you are 
fure of recovering it; but you muft give the chief 
more than the value of the thing; befides which, 
he always demands fome thing for him who has 
found it, who is commonly the thief himfelf. 

There are likeways among the Indians a fort of 
jugglers, pretending to have great skill in phylick, 
which turns out to be a very profitable branch of 
bufinefs among them ; but, by the quackery ufed 
by thefe jugglers, they greatly impofe upon the 
people. In Acadia , thefe quacks are called Aui- 
moinsy and it is commonly the chief of the tribes 

who is inverted with this dignity.-Thus they 

had much more authority than the other jugglers, 
although they were neither pofteffed of greater 
abilities, or lefs impoftors. When they happen 

to 
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■to be called upon to vifit a patient, they fiift in- 
fpe£t him for a considerable time, after which they 
■breathe upon him’, if this produce nothing ; “of 
« certainty,” fay they, « the devil is within him, 
*<■ he muft however very foon go out of him ; but 
« let every one be upon his guard, as this wicked 
“ fpirit will, if he can, out of fpite, attack fome 
« here prefent ” They then fall into a kind of 
rage, are fhaken with agonies, fhout out aloud, 
and threaten the pretended demon ; they lpeak 
to him, as if they faw him with their eyes, make 
feveral pafFesat him, as if they would ltab him, 
the whole being only intended to conceal then 
impofture. 

Some of the Indians, efpecially the jugglers, en¬ 
deavour to perfuade the multitude, that they are 
tranfported into extafies. This folly has been of 
all ages, and amongft all nations, and is the pa¬ 
rent of all falfe religions ; the vanity natural to 
mankind, not being able to devife any more cth- 
cacious means of governing the weak and limple, 
and the multitude at laft carried along with them 
thofe who valued thcmfelves the mod on the Su¬ 
periority of their underftandings. The Amei ican 
impoftors, though they owe to themfelves only 
all their addrefs in this point, draw all the advan¬ 
tages from it to which they afpirc. The jugglers 
never fail to publilh, that their genii give them 
great infight in the remoteft tranlattions, and the 
moft diftant ftiturity in their pretended cxtalies; 
and as chance alone, if we would not afenbe it 
to the devil, caufes them to divine or conjecture, 
fome times pretty right, they acquire by this 
meins great credit, and are believed to be genu 
of the firft order. 

The Jllonois, ’and almoft all the other nations 
who have not been inftruaed in the principles 
of Chriftianity, deal much in what we cull Witch- 
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craft or incantation, by making fmall figures, to 
represent thofc whofe days they want to /horten, 
and which they fiab to the heart. At other times, 
they take a done, and, by means of certain in¬ 
vocations, they pretend to form fuch another oil 
the heart of their enemy. I am perfuaded, this 
happens but feldom, provided the devil has no 
/hare in it; they are, however, in fuch apprehen¬ 
sion of magicians, that the lead: fufpicion of cx- 
ercifing this profeflion, is fufficient to caufe a 
perfon to be torn to pieces. Notwithftanding, 
however, the danger which attends the following 
this trade, there are every where perfons who 
have no other ; and it is even true, that the mod; 
fenfible, and lead credulous perfons, who have 
frequented the Indians, agree, that there is fome- 
times more than mere conceit in their magick. 

The Mifauri Iiidians live upon Mijjiffipi river, 
and are able to raife a great number of fighting 
men. 

The Illinois Indians , who are likeways very nu¬ 
merous, five upon the Ohio. 

The Mingo Indians, who removed from Hud- 
fon\ river, are joined to the Five Nation Indians . 

The Shawanee Indians live upon the river of 
U'abach, and can raife 300 fighting men. 

The Delaware Indians live near lake Erie, up¬ 
on the head of the river Delaware , and can raife 
500 fighting men. 

The Tweegtwees or Yeachtaifees Indians, who 
five u pon a river of that name, can raife 3000 men. 

The Chicketawe Indians live upon the ead-fide 
of the Miffiffipi, down to its mouth. This na¬ 
tion can raife 10,000 fighting men. 

The Chickefaw Indians live to the wedward of 
the Cherokee country : they can raife above 5000 
fighting men. 

The. 


II 
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The Creek Indians live fouth-weft of th cChero- 
hees partly between them and the Chicketavs, 
St A^ne, and Georgia ; they can ra.fe 2500 
fighting men. All their country is tnfefled with 

alligators, and fcrpents, of a wonderful fize, 6 c 

The Mohawk Indians were formerly the moft 
numerous of all the Indians in 
now the fmalleft; they, however, ftill prefe^ea 
fuperiority and authority over the reft, as the 
S honourable nation. They have been <n«- 
terate enemies to the French ever lince their fill! 
fettlement on the borders of Canada. 

The Five Nation Indians, claim all the coun¬ 
try fouth of the river St. Laurence to the Ohio, 
and down the Ohio to the IVabach; from the 
mouth of the IVabach to the bounds of Vir¬ 
ginia wefterly to the lakes Ontario and Etie, an 
fhe river Miamee; their eaftern boundaries are 
lake Champlain and the Britijh colonies; they can 
raife at this time about 5000 fighting men. 1 >ey 
-rre declined above 10,000 men fincc the BritiJI) 
firft fettled in America. Thofe Indians who have 
any concern or commerce witn the BrAifh, »re 
fuch as inhabit from the eaft-fide of the Mijff- 
fippi to the fouth-f.de of the river Chnfhno. 

The Labrador Indians hue to the North of No¬ 
va Scotia, and about the gulph of St. Laurence ; 
they do not want for natural good fenfe and in¬ 
genuity ; many of them dilcover great capacities 
for any art or fcience, liberal or mechanical; 
their imaginations are fo ftrong, and their memo¬ 
ries fo retentive, that, when they have once been 
at a place, let it be ever fo diftant or obfeure, 
they will readily find it again; they frequently 
pafs over the Labrador, which is about 40 leagues, 
without a compafs, and have landed at the very 
fpot they at firft intended; and even in dark clou¬ 
dy weather, they will dire£t their couilc by land 
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with great exattnefs, which they do, by obferv- 
ing the bark and boughs of trees, the north-fidc 
of which, in this country, being always molly, 
and the boughs on the fouth-fide the largcft.. 
Thefe Indians, as well as all others in America y 
depend much upon their dreams, and really be¬ 
lieve, that they dream the whole hiftory of their 
future life, or what may be collected from it, in 
their youth : for this reafon, they make dream¬ 
ing a fort of religious ceremony, when they come 
to fuificient years, which is thus performed: they 
befmear their faces all over with black paint, and 
fa ft for feveral days ; in which time, they expert 
the good genius , or propitious fpirit, will appear, 
and manifeft himfelf to them in fome lhape or ci¬ 
ther in their dreams. The parents, and other 
old people, take care, during the operation, that 
the dreams they have in the night, be faithfully" 
reported, next morning. Religious impoftors are 
not lefs frequent among the Indians, in America , 
than among the Chriftians in Europe. Thefe jug¬ 
glers not only preferibe laws and rules, and per- 
fuade the populace to believe them, but undertake 
to unfold the myfteries of religion and a future 
ftate, to folve and interpret all their dreams and 
vifions, 6 c. They reprefent the other world, as 
a place abounding with an inexhauftible plenty of 
every thing defirable, and that they (hall enjoy 
the moft full and exquifite pleafure and gratifica¬ 
tion of all their fenfes: from this the Indians are 
not afraid of death, but depart this world with a 
great deal of compofure and refolution, although 
the living never forget the death of their relati¬ 
ons, but mourn for them at certain times. 

The Indians believe greatly in apparitions, and 
have numberlefs ftories of fuch things. I havefeen 
a poor old Indian , who merely, by the ftrength 
of hearing thefe things talked of, imagined he 
‘H a- had- 
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had always a troop of dead men at his head, and 
as people took a pleafure in terrifying him, he, 
at laft, became ftark-mad. After, however, a 
certain term of years, they ufe as much precau¬ 
tion, to efface the remembrance of thofe they 
have loft, from their minds, as they had before 
taken care to obferve it; and this they do en¬ 
tirely to put an end to the grief they felt on that 
occafion. 

Some of the French mifTionaries having one 
day alked fome of their converts, why they de¬ 
prived themfelves of the moft neceflary things 
in favour of their dead ? “ It is,” anfwered they, 
“ not only to teftify to our neighbours the love 
<f we bore them, but likeways to prevent our 
u having always before our eyes objetts, which 
u being conftantly ufed by them, mult inceftantly 
“ renew our grief” It is likeways for this rea- 
fon they refrain, during a certain time, from 
mentioning their names; and that, if any other 
of the family hears it, he quits it all the time the 
mourning continues. This likeways is properly 
the reafon, why the higheft affront that can be 
offered to any one of them, is to tell them : 
“ Your father or your mother is dead.” 

The Indians, with regard to the courfe of the 
ftars, the nature of meteors, and the like, are, 
as with refpeft to every thing elfe which docs 
not affeft the fenfes, profoundly ignorant, and 
perfeflly indifferent. When an eciipfe happens, 
they imagine, there is a great battle in heaven, 
and fhoot arrows in the air,in order to drive aw’ay 
the pretended enemies of the fun and moon. 
The Harms, in an eciipfe of the moon, were 
perfuaded, fhe was indifpofed ; in order to re¬ 
cover her out of her diftemper, ufed to make a 
great noife, accompanied with abundance of ce¬ 
remonies, and with prayers. Particularly, they 

never 
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never fail to throw (tones at the dogs, and beat 
them cruelly with (ticks, to make them cry, ima¬ 
gining the moon to be fond of thefe animals. 

Thefe Indians , as well as many others, could 
never be brought to believe, that an eclipfe was 
an indifferent thing, and purely natural: they 
draw good or bad auguries from it, according to 
the place of the fky the eclipfe is obferved in. 
Nothing aftonifhed them more, than to fee, with 
what exaftnefs the miflionaries foretold thefe phe¬ 
nomena, and they concluded from thence, that 
they ought like ways to forefee their conferences. 

Thefe people are equally ignorant of the na¬ 
ture of thunder, fome taking it to be the voice 
of a particular fpecies of men, who fly in the 
air, while others imagine this noife proceeds from 
certain unknown birds ; according to the Montag - 
nais, it is the effort of a certain genius, in order 
to vomit up a ferpen^he had fwallowed ; and they 
fupport this opinion, by alledging, that, when 
thunder falls on a tree, they dilcovcr a figure on 
it, fomething refembling that animal. 

The Indian feafts, whether at a funeral, a tri¬ 
umph, a vifit, or whatever the occafion be, are 
very Ample and inartificial; the natives do not 
mortify their friends with a fplendid appearance^ 
but make them chearful by dividing their riches 
with them, and value not (pending the fruits of a 
whole feafon's toil to convince them that they 
are welcome, nay, they think themfelves happy 
in having fuch an opportunity to oblige them. 

The Huron Indians , who are called Father by 
the Five Nations, and live upon the Lake Hurcfit 
their number is but finally amounting to about 
350 fighting men ; notwithftanding their fmall 
number, their chiefs are attended with great dig¬ 
nity, it being hereditary, and the fucceflion is in 
the female line ; f© that, orv the death of the 
H y- chiej^ 
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chief, it is not his fon, but his fitter’s fon, that 
fucceeds him, and, in default of him, his neareft 
relation in the female line ; and, in cafe this whole 
line Ihould be extinft, which often happens, the 
moft noble matron of the tribe or town makes 
choice of any one (he pleafes for a chief. If the 
perfon who luccceds is not arrived to years fuf- 
ficient to take the charge of the government on 
himfelf, a regent is appointed, who has the whole 
authority, but a£ts in name of the minor. 

The Creeks and Chi Haws punifh their women, 
when they prove difloyal to their hulbands, by 
cutting off their hair, which they will not fuffer 
to grow again till the corn is ripe the next fea- 
fon. 

The Hurons and Iroquois do not give the fame 
original to mankind with fome other nations of 
the Indians ; they do not fo much as afeend fo 
high as the firtt creation. According to them, 
there were, in the beginning, fix men in the 
world, and if you afk them who placed them 
there, they anfwer you, they don’t know. They 
add, that one of thefe men afeended into hea¬ 
ven in queft of a woman called Htahentfic , of 
whom he had carnal knowledge, and who foon 
afterwards proved with child : that the matter of 
heaven perceiving it, threw her headlong from 
the height of the empyreum , and that (he was 
received on the back of a tortoife ; and that fhe 
was afterwards brought-to-bed of two children, 
one of which killed the other. 

The CbickefaivSj their neighbours, are not at 
all troubled with a fpirit of jealoufy, and fay it 
demeans a man to lufpeft a woman’s chaftity- 
They are a tall, well-fhaped, and handfome fea¬ 
tured people, efpecially their women, who far 
exceed in beauty any other nation to the fouth- 
ward; and even thefe are exceeded by the Harm 

women 








Travels through America. 91 

■women upon Lake Erie , all of whom are allowed 
to be the beft fhaped and mod beautiful favages 
on the continent, and are efteemed by all other 
nations- 

The Ottaivawas or Souties live between the 
Ohio and the Miffiffippi : their number is fuppofed 
to be about 7000 fighting men : they are a fquare 
and ftraight-limbed people : the women fhort and 
thick, and but very indifferent for beauty ; yet 
are their hulbands very prone to be jealous of 
them; and whenever this whim comes in their 
heads, they cut off the tip of the fufpetted wife’s 
nofe, that file may for ever after be diftinguifhed 
by a mark of infamy. The chiefs of this nation 
put on an air of majefty and princely grandeur, 
and are greatly honoured and revered by their 
fubje&s. 

The Wiandot, Ottawas, Chipivas, Mingogs, and 
Mohiekon Indians live upon the great lakes near 
the Ohio. Their numbers are in ufe to be pretty 
confiderable. 

The Wolf-tribe and Turky-tribe Indians , live to 
the northward of Lake Ontario j they are very 
cruel and. cowardly, and but few in number. 

The Senecas, Cufialoyas, Kiajhuta , Turtle and 
Keleappatna tribes of Indians live to the northward 
of Pennfylvania, upon rivers and fmall lakes ; 

. their numbers do not exceed 300 in each tribe, 
except the Senecas , who can raife 500 fighting 
men. 

The Indians, in general, never negleCt any 
thing in order to infpire their children with cer¬ 
tain principles of honour, which they preferve 
their whole lives, but thefe are often ill enough 
applied, and in this confifts all the education that 
is given them. They take care always to com¬ 
municate their inftruftions on this head in an in¬ 
direct manner. The molt common way is by re- 
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hearing the exploits of their anceftors or coun¬ 
trymen : the youth take fire at thefe recitals, and 
figh for am opportunity of imitating what they 
have thus been made to admire. Sometimes, in 
order to correct their faults, they employ tears 
and intreaties,, but never threats ; thefe would 
make no manner of imprefiion on minds which 
have imbibed this prejudice, that no one what¬ 
ever has a right to force them to any thing. A 
mother, on feeing her daughter behave ill, burfts 
into tears, and upon the others afking her the 
caufe of it) all the anfwer (he makes is, “ Thou 
“ diihonourefl me.” This manner of reproof fel- 
dom fails of being efficacious. 

After this long digreffion concerning the na¬ 
ture, conftitution, of the Indians^ together 
with an account of the nations inhabited by their 
different tribes, as alfo a defeription of the va¬ 
rious kjnds of vipers, fnakes, and ferpents, with 
which this whole country of North America is in- 
fefted, 1 fhall now give the reader fuch a deferip¬ 
tion of the American agriculture , with their man¬ 
ner of clearing the ground, and killing the trees, 
as may be ufeful to thofe who perhaps may be 
defigned to travel to that part of the. world in or¬ 
der to pufh their fortune. 

The uncultivated lands, over all America, arc 
one continued wood, producing very large trees 
of a prodigious height and chicknefs ; fame are 
from feven to fifteen feet diameter, intermixed 
with fmaller timber, about fix or feven inches, 
even with the earth ; thefe laft are by the planters 
called grubs, which they take up by the roots, 
with an iron hoe, near a foot and a half long, 
having an ax on the one end, and the hoe on the 
other, with a hole in the middle, wherein to fix 
an handle, three feet long ; the weight o:' this in- 
ftrunaent is about five pounds ; the labourers ufe 

the. 







Travels through America. <33 

the hoe-end of it for taking the earth from the 
roots, and the ax for cutting them, which they 
gather and put up into fmall piles, with the lcifer 
wood already mentioned. 

When they fix upon any particular fpot and 
quantity of ground which they have a-mind to 
clear, the workmen go round it with iron rakes, 
and divide the leaves from the uncultivated 
ground, and fet fire to the fide they clear, which 
extends its flames over the whole field, be it ever 
fo large, and, without putting the labourers to 
any further trouble, entirely confumes to alhes 
the whole under-wood fo cut down and piled up, 
as already noticed, and leaves the ground clear. 

The fire opens the ground and kills the wild 
nature of the earth, making it eafy for the plough, 
and comfortable for the grain. 

The large trees they alfo kill in the fpring of 
the year, when the fap is riling; this they per¬ 
form by cutting the trees three inches round the 
body, and afterwards letting them Hand till they 
drop of themfelves ; which method continually 
enriches the ground, by reafon of the gradual 
decay of the trees, the fubftance of which are, 
by the rains, walhed to the earth, the foil of 
which produces the finell wheat. 

Some trees, according to the nature of their 
wood, will fubfift Handing for near twenty years 
after they are killed, whilft, on the other hand, 
others will, in a very fliort time, rot and fall to 
the place from whence they fpring, their bodies, 
the planters fet fire to, confume them to dull, 
and ftrew the alhes over the ground, which, of 
natural confequence, is and mult be the bell nou- 
rilhment the earth can poflibly have, as the alhes 
are of a hot nature, and preferves the roots of 
the grain from perilhing in the winter-feafon.-— 
The country, in general, being of a gradual de- 

feent, 
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fcent, renders it extremely eafy to make meadow, 
ground of, after deftroying the timber ; it will 
naturally produce the beft of clover, grafs, 6 c. 
and in dry Cummer feafons, the ground without 
much trouble, is watered from the rivulets run¬ 
ning through it, and the hay, in winter, is lo 
plenty that the cattle are permitted to partake of 
it at diferetion. 


Of Indian corn. 


This grain comes to great perfe&ion in all 
parts of America , and is the only food the na¬ 
tives beftow agriculture on, as it has the grcatcit 
increafe of any grain in the world, by w ic. 
means the European planters find it much to t e»r 
intereft and advantage to raife it, being ea 1 y 
manured and planted, after the fame form as in 
the plan, at the regular diftance of about fix fee 
from each hill, in a direct line every way, an 
five grains of Indian corn planted in the muidle o 
each furrow. 



If 
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If the land is poor, they generally mix the 
earth with dung. About three weeks after the 
corn is fown, and begins to grow, the plough 
goes between the furrows, and lays three to each 
lide of the grain, which keeps down all the grafs 
and weeds, while the negroes, with hoes, draw 
the earth to the roots of it, and in about a month 
after the firft drelfing, it is again ploughed a-crofs, 
contrary to the firft way, which draws larger 
hills about it, each hill being about three feet di¬ 
ameter, and one foot high, with a hollow in the 
middle, for the rain to get to the roots, and this 
is the laft time the planters are troubled with it 
till it is ripe. 

In good land the ftalks of Indian corn grow to 
a prodigious height, at leaft 10 or 12 feet high, 
having large leaves fix feet long, tapering to the 
end, which is reckoned the beft of fodder for 
cattle in the winter-time; befides the real ear, 
the Indian corn produces fix ply of leaves about 
it, and every inner ply is of a finer nature than 
another, and the three infide leaves are ufed for 
putting into beds, being very little inferior to 
feathers ; and when the corn is come to its full 
perfe&ion, the leaves and tops of the ftalks are 
taken from it, w'hich makes way for the influence 
of the fun to harden the grain. 

The way of curing it is what we call hulking, 
that is taking or ftripping the leaves from the 
cars, and throwing them into cribs made of wood, 
about twenty feet long, three feet wide, and ten 
feet high, covered on the top, and full of air¬ 
holes below, this being the moft effeftual method 
of drying the corn, after (healing it with the edge 
of a fpade, or the handle of a frying-pan fixed 
a-crofs a tub, which operation is commonly per¬ 
formed by the negroes and white Haves, in the 
fore-part of the winter-nights, after leaving off the 

work 
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work of the day. It is grinded in the fame man¬ 
ner with wheat, and makes very good bread by 
itfelf, or mixed with other flour. It is alfo ufed 
throughout the different governments in America, 
in what the Englijh call Hafty-pudding, which is 
eaten with milk or cyder. 

The planters feed their wild fwine with it, 
otherways they would be unfit for ufc, as thele 
animals live among woods, upon roots and a- 
corns, 6c. and unlefs they were fed with this 
grain, a few weeks before they are killed, to 
harden their flefh; they would not be proper or 
fit for the ufe of men ; for their flefh is of a foft, 
loofe, fifhy and oily nature, being apt to turn 
into oil, when faked, and much more fo when 
roafted or boiled. 

The negroes in Virginia and Maryland live 
chiefly upon fwines flefh and Indian corn, and a 
piece of ground is alloted them by their makers 
for the purpofe of raiflng every neceflary of life 
they think proper for their fubflftencc ; Sunday 
being the only time allowed the negroes to work 
for themfelves, they are obliged to provide as 
much for themfelves that day, as will ferve them 
all the reft of the week. 

Gf Buck’weed. 

This is a very tender grain, and can bear no 
cold; its form is triangular, and is of a brownifli 
colour, and makes tolerably white flour, which be¬ 
ing made into bread, raifed with yefl, after the 
manner of pan-cakes, when new baked, eats ex¬ 
tremely well, with milk or butter, but when a day or 
two old it becomes harfh; notwithftanding which, 
it is of a very beneficial nature, and of great fer- 
vice for feeding fwine, and fattening of cattle, 
fowls, 6c. and is the cheapeft grain that can be 

raifed 
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raifed from the earth, the ground for it being 
eafily manured, as it is only once plowed and 
harrowed, which manurement is fufhciept to 
make the ground produce a plentiful crop of 
buck weed. 


Of Oats and Barley. 

Both thefe grains come to as great perfection, 
in the American colonies, as in Europe y and the 
ground for it is manured much in the fame man¬ 
ner, but with much lefs trouble and expence, oc- 
cafioned by the richnefs of the earth, which will 
bring forth a plentiful crop of thefe grains at 
one plowing and harrowing. 


Of Flax. 

This commodity comes to great perfection 
in Pennfylvania , and in many other governments 
on the continent of America. It is chiefly fown 
after Indian corn, which occaflons the ground to 
be very mellow, by its being often tilled, and 
renders the earth of a mild nature ; and on a 
little fpot of ground there is abundance of flax 
raifed, which generally produces a great quantity 
of feed, which is tranfported to Ireland and other 
parts of the world, where there is any demand 
for it. 

The planters make good linen cloth of it for 
their own fervice, and fuitable for the wear of 
tradefmen, 6 c. fo that the woollen and linen ma¬ 
nufactory, with every other branch of bufinefs 
thereunto belonging, will come to fuch perfection 
there, that they, in a little time, will need no af- 
fiftance from the mother-country. 

I 


There 
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There are likeways raiftd in the American colo¬ 
nies and plantations, large quantities of hemp, 
lutficient to fupply all the Britifh navy, if re¬ 
quired; and the whole world cannot produce 
better wood for building lhips, than is to be 
found in America ; and^ in time, it will no doubt 
be the ftrongeft part in the world. 

Having laid thus much concerning the grain 
and other things produced in this country, I 
think it incumbent upon me not to leave off this 
fubjett without making my reader acquainted 
with the proper feafons for fowing and reaping 
.the different forts of grain and others above no¬ 
ticed. 

ift, Wheat is fown in September and October, 
and is ripe in June , harvefted in the fame manner 
as in Englandy put into barns, or made into Hacks 
in the yards. 

2d, Indian corn is fown in April, and ripe 
in Oflober. 

3d, Buckweed is fown the firft week in Auguft, 
and ripe in October. 

4th, Oats are fown the laft week of March, 
and firft of April, and ripe the firft*of Auguft . 

<th, Flax is fown the firft of May, and is ripe 
in Auguft. 

6th, Hemp is fown in March, and is ripe in 
October . 

I fhall now give my reader an account of the 
wages paid to fervants in North America; the 
prices of negroes; the neceftary tools and im¬ 
plements of husbandry ufed in that country; the 
nature, lize, and goodnefs of their horfes, cattle, 
ftieep, and fwine, with the ufual incrcafe of thefe 
animals, and their prices; with an account of the 
£xpences of fmnifhing and flocking a farm ; and 
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alfo an account of the bees and honey produced- 
in this country. 

I. Servants Wages, 

The wages of fervants in any part of America 3 
is confiderably higher than in Europe. Some¬ 
times the labourers take work by lump, in which 
way they generally make more wages than if 
they were to engage by the day, having three 
pence for each buihel of wheat they threfh in 
the winter-feafon, and meat and lodging found' 
them by the employer ; and any man of an ordi- 
nary (Length will threlh ten or fifteen bufhels of 
wheat in a day, without fatiguing himfelf^ by 
hard working. If employed by the day, they 
have two {hillings Sterling money ; * but when en¬ 
gaged in the harveft-work, each man has three 
{hillings and fixpence per day, befides an allow¬ 
ance of a quart of rum, to each labourer capable 
to perform a day’s work, together with every o- 
ther neceffary fubfiftence. 

Oats, buckwecd, and barley, are cut down at 
on.'’ (hilling and fixpence per acre, with a feythe- 
machinc, which I (hall afterwards explain; with 
which a handy workman will, without any dif¬ 
ficulty, cut down three or four acres per day. 

Land is alfo cleared by the acre. The prices 
of which are from twenty (hillings to three 
pounds an acre, according to the difficulty that 
may occur, by reafon of the woods, or as the em¬ 
ployers and labourers can agree. 

Hired fervants wages by the year are. from 
twenty to fifty pounds currency, according to v 
their goodnefs, with all other accommodations. 

I 2, II- 

* The length of days in the winter-feafon is but nine 
hours from fun to fun, and in the fummer, fourteen. • 
hours and a half. 
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II. The Prices of Negroes. 

Thefe are various; but where they, the ne¬ 
groes, originally are, fometimes they are pur- 
chafed at a fmali value, being often flolen or de¬ 
coyed away from their native country, by the 
trading fhips belonging to Britain and Ireland , 
and are accordingly fold in the plantations for 
Haves, during life. Thofe who are newly tranf- 
ported from Cuiney , are of little fervice to the 
pui chafers for fome years after, being tedious in 
learning the Englijh language and employments; 
in conference of which, they are fold confider- 
ably cheaper than thofe that are born and brought 
up among the white people. Some of the iaft 
mentioned are fold at ioo /. Sterling and up¬ 
wards, according to their goodnefs; but a young 
uegroe wench, having one child on her brealV, 
and likely to have a number more, will give any 
price. 1 hey are not permitted to marry toge¬ 
ther, but according to the difcretion of the maf- 
ter,. who has it in his power to order a negroe 
to lie with a black woman until he gets her with 
child, and then difmifles him until the child fucks 
its mother three months, at the expiry of which 
Ihe is at liberty to take another man. 

The child of a white woman to a black man 
is bound, according to the laws of that coun¬ 
ty* till it is thirty-one years of age ; and the 
child of a black woman to a white man is bound 
during life, likeways the male children of the 
white people (fuch as are poor) are bound ilaves 
till they be twenty-one years of age, and the 
female children till they are eighteen years of 
age. 


III. 
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III. Of Tools and Implements of Hu.fiandry. 

Thefe articles in America are much the fame 
as in Britain , but come a good deal cheaper to 
the planters there, than they are in Europe , as it 
is. the cuftom for every labouring man to find 
his own working tools; fo that a farmer can fee- 
up with lefs money in that part of the world, thaa 
he can poflibly do any where elfe. 

A jobber is not reckoned a workman, if he is 
not capable of furnifhing his own implements, 
fuitable to carry on the employment he was 
brought up to ; and the laws of the country are- 
fo much in favour of the indented fervants, that,, 
after the time of their fervitude is expired, they, 
are provided with an ax and a hoe at the ex- 
ppnee of the matter they ferved their time with, 
which, with a very indifferent fuit of cloaths, is 
all the recompence they are allowed for the long 
feven years flavery they have undergone, neither 
arc they entitled to any more. 


IV. Of Cattlej Horfes, Sheep , Swine. 

itt, Horfes are abundantly plenty in all the 
inhabited parts of Americaf many of which run 
wild among, the woods, and more efpecially in 
North and South Carolina , and it is with a good 
deal of difficulty, they are come at, when want¬ 
ed ; for thefe animals, when wild, are terribly 
afraid at the appearance of a man, and there is 
no other way of apprehending them, but by 
driving in the tame horfes among them, and fur-- 
rounding them by a number of people, who con¬ 
vey them into fome inclofed place, where, with* 
J 3 ropes, 
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ropes, they are confined, till broke of their wild 
nature, and then brought up to hard labour, or 
for riding-horfes, all of them being natural pacers, 
and very fwift-footed; many of them will perform 
a journey of eighty or ninety miles a day w T ith 
great eafe to the rider, and will continue the 
fame for feveral days together, provided the roads 
be good; for, in bad roads, they are apt to 
ftumble and throw the rider, for which reafon 
I think the trotting horfes far exceed them in 
value, not on account of their fwiftnefs, but be- 
caufe they raife their feet high; whereas the 
pacers carry theirs but low, by which means 
they are apt to catch every ftone and uneven 
place in their way. 

In thefe countries the roads are extremely 
good, very even, and of a Tandy gravel under 
foot, and pleafant for foot-travellers. 

The fizes of their horfes are commonly from 
twelve to fifteen [hands high, and proportionably 
well made, having long tails and manes. 

2d, Their cattle are alfo abundantly plenty 
3 n this country, and likeways run wild in the 
woods, and are harder to come at than the hor¬ 
fes : we are often times obliged to /hoot them, 
wherever we can fit ft fee them, and carry their 
carcafes home in carts, in the feafon of the year 
when they are fit for the market; but of late 
years, the planters have taken a better method 
of keeping their beafts, in a more tame nature 
than they formerly did, in the following manner: 

When railing young cattle and horfes, they 
»fe them to fait, of which they are very fond, 
and once a day return to the fpot where they 
ufually get the fait, looking for the fame, as ac- 
cuftomed. 

Their fize and goodnefs are nothing inferior to 
the horned cattle in England, 

3«y* 
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3 <Ity, As to (heep, they are not fo plenty in 
America, as many other animals are, on the ac¬ 
count that they are a harmlefs inoftenfive crea¬ 
ture, and unable to defend themfelves from the- 
devouring wolves and foxes, to which they often 
fall a prey; in every other refpeft the country 
is extremely proper for them. Their wool is 
good ; their flefh fweet, and they are of a confi- 
derable bignefs ; and in fome parts of the coun¬ 
try, where thofe ravenous creatures above men¬ 
tioned are debarred from coming at them, they 
are very plenty. 

4thly, The increafe of (heep, horfes, cows, 
6 c. and the times of their breeding, are the fame 
as in Europe. 


V. The Prices of Horfes, and other Befiial, are 
as follow: 

I ft, Working horfes for the plough are fold 
from five to ten pounds of currency; draught 
horfes, fit for coaches or carts, are fold from 
twenty to twenty-five pounds of currency; and, 
riding horfes for gentlemens pleafure, are fold 
from thirty to fifty pounds Sterling money; and 
very few or none fold above the laft mentioned 
fum, except a choice one reared up in high life. 

2 dly, Milk-cows are fold from three to fix 
pounds of currency, and fat oxen are fold from 
five to ten pounds of currency; calves are fold, 
if under fix weeks old, from eight to twenty 
ihillings Sterling money, according to their good- 
nefs. 

3dly, Sheep are commonly bought and fold 
at and from fix to fifteen (hillings, and lambs 
from three to fix (hillings per head. 
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4 thly, Swine are of various kinds; and.thofe 
that are fed in the woods are confiderably cheaper 
than thofe that are fed with corn; for which 
reafon they are bought and fold, from ten /hillings 
to five pounds of currency. 


VI. The value of flocking a Farm, dflinguijhing 
each article, with the cofl in currency . 


i. A plough, and irons for do. drc. 


5 0 

2. Harrow, and irons for do. 

1 

5 0 

3. Ax and hoe 

. a 

15 0 

4. Cart, and irons for do. 

• 9 

35 0 

5. Wheel-barrow, and irons for do. 

. 0 

J 5 0 

6 . A fpade and fickle 

. 0 

12 0 

7. A fcythe mounted 

. 0 

10 0 

8. Riddles and fieves for cleaning wheat 0 

7 0 

9. Three forks for. hay and corn 

. 0 

5 6 

10. A riding faddle and bridle 

• 3 

10 6 

11. A woman’s do. 

• 4 

10 0 

12. A feather-bed 

• 3 

10 0 

12. The coft of blankets from 10 to 20 s. 


each 



14. Fourhorfesat 101. each 

. 40 

0 0 

15. Five cows at 5 1 . each 

• 2 5 

0 0 

1 6. A dozen of fhecp at 10 s. each 

. 6 

0 0 

17. One breeding marc 

• 3 ° 

0 0 

18. One breeding fow 

. 1 

10 0 

19. Tongs and pocker 

. 0 

10 a 


VI. Of Bees and Honey, and of their improve¬ 
ments in trees . 

The works of Creation and Providence are fo 
wonderfully united in the a&ion of thefe animals, 

that 
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that it is above the comprehenfion of mankind, 
to conceive, or have a full idea of them. 

We find, they are induflrious, diligent, and la¬ 
borious in their daily employments and improve¬ 
ments, andfpare no pains, to bring to perfection 
their intentions. They a£t upon fuch rational- 
like principles, and in fuch a regular and uniform 
manner, that one would almofl imagine them en¬ 
dued with reafon and underflanding, to forefee 
future events, and, as it were, to have a kind of 
foreknowledge of being fubjetted to the calami¬ 
ties of want, if they fhould allow indolence to 
prevail over them. This plainly appears from 
the univerfal pleafure and joy they all jointly and 
unanimoufly take in their hourly employments, 
and the diligence and affivity they fo flri&ly ob- 
ferve, in labouring to make provifion for their 
future comfortable fubfiflence. Solomon , the wife, 
in his obfervations on wifdom, takes particular 
notice of thefe induflrious animals, and lays their 
diligence and aClivity before the fluggard, as an 
example.—-—And Samfon, the flrong, makes men¬ 
tion of their unparallelled virtue, in a riddle to 
the Philijlines , in thefe words: “ Out of the 
eater came forth meat, and out of the flrong 
i( came forth fweetnefs. What is flronger than 

a hon, and fweeter than the honey-comb ?”_ 

The induflry of thefe animals ought not only to 
be an example to mankind, to be diligent and 
induflrious to gain their living in the world, and to 
make fuch a proper ufe of their time in it, that they 
need not be afraid of being furprized, or called 
away unprepared for their journey; but lik«ways, 
it ought to implant in the human breafl fuch ex¬ 
alted ideas of the Divine goodnefs, and of the 
extenfive mercy of Providence over the whole 
creation, nay, even over the worfl of Tinners. All 
this we may fee exemplified in the bee, the fmalleff 

of 
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of all ufeful creatures, whofe diligence is crowned 
with fuch fuccefs and plenty, that it is never un¬ 
provided for, and neither the frofts of winter, nor 
the ftormy blafts of the north-eaft winds in the 
fpring, which nips the tender bud, and hinders 
the bloffom of the gaudy flower, from yielding 
up its treafure to the induftrious bee, is any dil- 
couragement to this ufeful creature, as having 
in due feafon provided againft the (hocks of cold 
and hunger, by the rich (fores laid up in its cu¬ 
rious and admirable cells, which, in the time of 
its known harveft, gathers in its fruits, and lays 
in its food into the barns, and thus they fecure 
themfelves, until the winters are overpaft, and 
the fcene opens a-new to afford an opportu¬ 
nity for the employment of its induftry and care, 
whilft the indolent and (lothful muft perifh for 
want. O ! that man would think of this, and fet 
it always before his eyes as an example, in or¬ 
der to prompt him to employ his time fo in this 
world, as not to be afraid to be called to the next 
world unprovided. 

In North America , thefe little laborious animals, 
and the fruits of their labours, abound in great 
plenty in all parts, more efpecially in PennfyU 
vania , where almoft every hollow tree in the 
woods is inhabited and poflefled by them ; from 
whence great quantities of honey are produced, 
without trouble or expence to man-They ne¬ 

ver fwarm, while there is room in the tree to 
make new combs, and I have often feen upwards of 
300 gallons of honey taken from the flock of one 
fet of bees in a hollow tree, of which there aie 
great quantities tranfported to Europe. 

Thus far I have endeavoured to fatisfy and 
entertain my readers, by laying before them fuch 
things as I thought molt worthy of their obferva- 
Xion? and which might be moft conducive to their 

amufement 
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amufement as well as ufe, in the defcription of 
the country of America, its nature, inhabitants, 
produce and curiofities, as all'o of the manner 
of agriculture ufed in this country: to compleat 
which laft part, I fhall here prefent my reader 
with a defcription of the American machine, for 
reaping of oats and barley, much improved by me, 
the author of this book, and (hall alfo lay down 
before my readers exaCt rules and directions, 
how to ufe it to moft advantage; in order to 
which, Lhave given a copper-plate draught of the 
machine itfelf^ and which it will be here neceftary 
tor me to give an explanation of, in the fiift place, 
and afterwards I fhall proceed in my defcription, 
und directions for ufing it. 


Explanation of the Plate. 

A, The haft or fncd. F, The fcrews. 

B, The handle or neb. G, The fingers*- 

C, The yoke. H, The cutter. 

D, The braces, I, The riffle. 

E, The crofs-bar. 

The haft is 6 feet 2 inches long, and the handle 
is 2 feet 6 inches high from the heel. 

The cutter is 3 feet 7 inches long, and 2 inches 
and a quarter broad. The finger next the cutter 
is 3 feet 5 inches long; the next fhortensan inch 
gradually; fo that the finger fartheft from the 
cutter is but 3 feet 1 inch long. The fingers are an 
inch in depth at the braces, about three-fourths of 
an inch in breadth, and about 3 inches and a quarter 
diftant from each other. They taper and bend 
upwards to the point; they are fixed in the crofs- 
bar, which is 18 inches and a half long; the point 
of the longeft is on a level with that of the cutter; 
the points of the reft rife gradually ; fo that the 
point 
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point of the Aborted is 7 inches higher than 
the point of the cutter. They are railed to the 
proper height by the fcrews. The braces arc 
fmall iron rods, which go between the fcrews 
and the fingers. The yoke fupports the crofs-bar 
and joins to the haft. The cutter and the 
crofs-bar meet almod at right-angles in the 
haft; fo that the fingers are parallel to the cut¬ 
ter. The corn, when cut, falls on the fingers, 
till made to drop gently from the machine on the 
ground, at the end of the fweep. 1 he riffle, 
which lharpens the cutter, is 18 inches long, in¬ 
cluding the handle. 

I need not expatiate upon the machine, more 
than to fay, that I am able to demonftrate, and make 
appear, that it will, in the hands of a fingle man, do 
more execution in a fiefd of oats or barley, in one 
day, and to better purpofc, than it is in the power 
of fix fhearers to do in the fame fpace. This ma¬ 
chine is now condru&cd in fuch a manner, that 
where the corn is tolerably thick, it will cut down 
near a fhcafat one ftroke, and that without lhakmg 
the grain, or difordering the draw, befides laying 
down the corn as regularly, as the mod expeit 
(hearer is capable to do. It is attended with an 
other advantage, that the fun in two days tune 
will fo dry the grafs and weeds, as well as wm 
the draw and corn, that it may be fit, either for 
putting into the dack, or carrying into the barns. 

This machine has met with the approbation of 
the publick, fo far as they have feen its peifoi- 
manc-s, as may be evidenced by the Magazines 
and publick News-papers, of date the 18th of 
Auguft and id September 1762. . 

That Mr. JVilliamfon gave a convincing proof of 
the utility of this machine, by cutting down, and 
laying in a regular manner, a full quarter of an 
acre of barley, meafured off for that purpofe, m 
J the 
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the (pace of an hour and 20 minutes (including 
the time of fharping the fcythe). At this experi¬ 
ment were prefent many gentlemen ofdiftinaion, 
. and feveral knowing farmers, who all gave it as 
. eii 0 P ln ion, that the machine was a valuable 
improvement in husbandry, and ought to be en- 
couraged, as may be feen by the following pa- 

“ m ^n,-ir C ^ n< ^ erwr itten, having this day feen 
« . . perform upon a field of barley, 

a I 1 * hls rea P In g machine, are fully tm h d 
u ia ^ lC extremely ufeful in agriculture, 

« abridge labour, and confequently leflen 
« e ^? ence attending that branch of hufoand- 
« 1763 ° IVen at Se ktrk this 2 7 th Da Y of Augufl 

Ho. Mercer, 
Thomas Curror, 
And. Curror, 

John Sibbald.” 

m ^! 1 . the ° L °j c< ^i°n that could be made againft the 
*.c me, by the moft prejudiced perfon, was no 
more than that their fervants could not work 
with it, unlefs I would teach them ; this would 
be extremely hard for me, to run through the 
whole ifland, to teach the ufe of this machine, 
for the fmall price of a guinea, and, were 1 paid 
for my trouble, it would come very dear to the 
purchafers. 

But as the machine is neither difficult to make, 
or to learn to work with, I (hall remove all thefe 
doubts and difficulties, by giving my readers a full 
defeription in what mannci they may both make 
and work with this machine, in a few hours, 
with a very little application ; and I hope none 
will be biafied againft this performance, becaufe 
K 'it 
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it is new and not fo familiar to them, more than 
they are at the work they are daily uled to : tor 
it ought to be confidered, that every thing is at 
firft new to man, and requires foroe application 
to find out its ufe and value; and a fcholar, when 
put to fchool, mutt not, upon finding his matters 
precepts at firft too hard for him, decline going 
to fchool any more ; that would never do, he 
mutt not be difeouraged, but pufti on, and Pf* ,e ' 
verance and application will make things, which 
It firft feemedhard and difficult, become more 
familiar and eafy ; for if youth were to be al¬ 
lowed their own will, in fuch whims as the , 
there would then be no man of learning in the 
world, as without ftudy and application, pei- 
fertion cannot be attained in any thing we un¬ 
dertake. If you put a man to work with a com¬ 
mon feythe ft mutt be feme time before he come 
to be perfert in working with it, fo it is with th s 
machine, a man cannot expert to work with it 
at the firft or leeond ftrokes, but it he will be any 
way attentive, he may eafily learn to work with 
it from the following dirertions, which I ftiall 
now give, without any further teaching from any 

^ Firft When you come to work with this ma- 

ehinc, ’yon muii kce P evel y th,ng ? b . out '£ m 

good order, according to the plan 1 have here 
faid down to you on copper-plate. Keep the fi 
fi ,o rs of the machine in a perpendicular line 
over the Icy the; if they are too tai out, the fin¬ 
gers catci 1 the Corn before the icythe can cut it, 
and, if loo far in, they prevent the Icythe fiom 
cutting it; vou have lerews fo, that puipofe de- 
feribed at ft ter F, for putting them out or in as 
occafion Ihal require. The realon this machine 
has but one handle, is upon account oflaying 
down tee c n in a regular manner; lor, if theie 
are two ha, les, you cannot hung the machine 
about to throw off the com in good mder. 
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When you begin to cut with the machine, you 
muft hold it in this manner; take hold of the 
handle with your right-hand, and with your left- 
hand take hold of the haft, with the back of 
your hand undermoft, at the fame diftance as if 
you were working with a common fcythe, keep¬ 
ing your right-foot foremoft, giving the ftroke in 
the lame manner as you would do with a naked 
fcythe, and at the end of the ftroke you bring the 
machine round, and lay the corn down at your 
left-foot; it falls naturally off itfelf, provided you 
humour the ftroke by inclining your face to the 
left, as you cut, and let the machine balance in 
your right-hand, which it will gradually do when 
the corn is on it. At the fame time, you muft 
obferve the pofition you muft be in, when you 
lay down the grain from the machine after the 
fwecp is given : at this time your face muft be 
full to the left, looking, as it were, behind you, 
bringing the fcythe to your foot, as before mention¬ 
ed. As you come round with your body and the 
machine, and at laying down the corn, you muft 
bring your left-hand with the end of the haft to v 
your left-ear, ftooping but very little, and with 
your right-hand draw the machine from under 
the oats or barley you are cutting : if you ob¬ 
ferve this method, the corn will be more regular¬ 
ly laid down in a ftraigbt row, than any fhearer 
can poftibly do from the hook. And this is fo 
eafily acquired, that a man ufed in wielding a 
common grafs fcythe, may, in a few hours, with 
attention, become fo proficient in working with 
this machine, as he, in a day's time, may very 
eafily cut down a couple of acres of oats or bar¬ 
ley ; fome expert labourers in America will, with 
this machine, mow four acres of oats or barley 
in a day, for which they are only paid 6 r. 
Sterling . If this machine is rightly encouraged, 
K- Z. it: 
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it will be of great ufe to this country, by which 
the farmer may cut down his grain at much lefs 
expences than he at prefent does. 

I have made feveral of thefe machines in Scot¬ 
land, which anfwer the purpofe for which they 
are deligned extremely well, and approved of by 
every body that have feen their performances. 

And if the above inftruCtions are obferved, the 
farmer may, at little expence, learn to make this 
machine, and work with it according to the plan 
here laid down to him ; and if any further in- 
druftions (hall be thought neceffary in the im¬ 
provement of fuch a valuable branch of agricul¬ 
ture, I allure the publick it (hall not be wanting 
in me to do every thing in my power for the 
good of my country, for which I have the highed 
edeem and regard. 

As I have yet a few of thefe machines unfold, 
gentlemen may be furnifhed with them, by apply¬ 
ing to me at my houfe in the wedermod entry to 
the Parliament-clofe, Edinburgh , where their or¬ 
ders will be thankfully received and punctually 
obferved, by their mod obedient and mod humble 
fervant, 

P. Williamson. 

In the fecond part of this work, I (hall prefent 
to my readers a fhort alphabetical defeription of 
the Whole World, extracted from the bed 
hidorians extant, from whom I have collected, 
with great care and exaCtncfs, the following au¬ 
thentic account of the univerfe, adided by thofe 
who are better (killed in hidory than I can pre¬ 
tend to be ; which I hope will be entertaining and 
IndruCtive to my readers. 

End of the Firjl Part. 
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WHOLE WORLD. 


A A. 

Byfltnia, a kingdom of Africa, 1320 m . j n 
an | d 1200 “ breadth, its chief city 
Ambara, long. 35, E. lat. 13, N. produces 
corn, nee, cotton, fugar, millet, dates, fine flax 
camels, cattle, horfes, lions, &c. gold dull, fflver’ 
abfolUK 

Africa, the third divifion of the world, 4300 

rrZr S '’ 1 nd 4200 in b,eadth > its thief city 
Grand Cairo, long. 32, E.lat. 3 o„N. divided into 
many kingdoms and ftates. See Egypt, AlsierV 
&c. and thefe kingdoms have various people* 
produflions, ftrength and religions. P P ‘ ’ 
Albania, a province of European Turkey 7c 
m. in length, 60 in breadth, its chief city Du 
razza, long, ao, 10, E. lat. 41, o 7 . N . / n ..T 
eaft of the gulph of Venice, a plentiful country 
in coin, wine, and fruits, fubjea to the Turks 7 
Papifts, Mahometans and Greeks. 

Algiers, a kingdom of Africa, 600 m. in length 
400 m breadth, us chief city Algiers, long 8 3 
2°, E. lat. 36, 40, N. produces rice, Indian 
corn, fome wheat, barley, cattle, fine horfes, 

fait, 
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fait, lead, iron, fi(h and fowls, with a good army 
and navy. Mahometans. 

Amazonia, in South America, Eaft Peru, 1200- 
m. in length, 960 in breadth. This is as fine 
and fruitful a country as any in South Ameri¬ 
ca ; but no gold as yet being found here, the 
monarch and inhabitants are a free people. Pa- 


S Amboyna, an Indian ifland, 40 in length, 
,0 in breadth, long. 126, E. it produces ad 
manner of fpiceries. Here the Dutch murdered 
and expelled the Englifh, anno 1622, in time of 
profound peace, and kept it ever fince. Dutch, 


&c. 

America, the fourth divifion of the world, 
gooo miles in length, and 3000 in breadth; its 
chief city Lima, long. 76 W. lat. 12, 30, South, 
it produces gold, filver, and every worldly en¬ 
joyment. The fouth part is in pofleflion of the? 
Spaniards and Portugueze, the north, of the En-t 
elifh, French, Dutch, and Danes, &c. 

American iflands, are differently provided with 
all kinds of provifions, lat. 3, 485 N. belong t<* 
many nations, and are now fubjefted to the Spa¬ 
niards, French, Portugueze, Britifh, Dutch,. 

Danes, &c. , _ . . . , 

Anglefea, 20 m. in length, and iB in breadth^ 
its chief city Beaumaris, long. 4, 15, W. lat. 53, 
2c N. lying 200 m. "W. of London, in Wales,- 
having 74 parifhes,. has good grafs, corn and. 
cattle, with plenty of fifh and fowl, and well 
peopled. Proteftants. 

Anian, a country in Africa, 900 m. in length,, 
and 300 in breadth, its chief city Magadoxa, long. 
41. E. lat. 2. N. it is a barren country, producing, 
only grafs, cattle, lions, leopards, &c. is peopled 
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by the rambling Arabs. Their revenue or reli¬ 
gion little known. 

Antigua, a Britifh American ifland, 20 m. in 
length, and 18 in breadth, its chief city St.John’s, 
long. 62, VV. lat. 17, 30, N. produces lugars, 
cotton, ginger, pine-apples, and many kinds of 
fine fruit, but little water except rain. The 
ifland has many good harbours in it. The white 
people Protellants. 

Arabia, in Alia, ead of the Red-fea, 1300 m. 
in length, and 1200 in breadth, its chief ci¬ 
ty, Mecca,—Ion. 35 E. lat. 12, 30 N. produces 
Indian corn, wine, coffee, manna, all kinds of 
fruits, myrrh, caflia, balm, drugs, horfes, and 
dromedaries. Its government monarchical. Ma¬ 
hometans. 

Archipelago, or Turkifh iflands in the Le¬ 
vant, mod, or all o’ thefe illands produce rice, 
rich wines, whereof Lne principal ones are in- 
fert hereafter, and molt of them are fubjeft to 
the Turk. Greeks and Mahometans. 

Armenia, in the LefTer Afia, 120 m. in length, 
and 80 in breadth. Its chief city, Erzerum, 
Ion. 41 E. lat. 40, N. confiding of the modern 
Turcomania, and part of Perfia, very fruitful 
and populous, the capital city having above 
24,000 inhabitants. Mahometans. 

Arran, an ifland of Scotland, 24 m. in length, 
and 16 in breadth. Its chief town, Lamlafh, 
lon v 55, 30 N. lat. 55, 30 N. It produces corn, 
cattle, and plenty of excellent fifh. It belongs 
to the mod noble family of Hamilton, which, 
with the ifland of Bute, makes up a (hire. Pro- 
tedants. 

Afcenfion-ifland in Africa, 20 m. in length and 
7 in breadth. No town. Lon. 17 W. lat. 7 N. 
there are great plenty of tortoifes, and other pro- 

Vifions, 
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vifions for the Indian ftiips on their return to Eu¬ 
rope. 

Afia, the fecond and largeft divifion of the 
world, 4800 ra. in length, and 4300 in breadth. 
Its chief city, Pekin. Lon. 111 E. lat. 46 N. 
it is divided into many kingdoms, and moll 
or all of them abfolute and hereditary mo¬ 
narchies. See China, Siam, Perfia, Turkey, Ja¬ 
pan, &c. 

Aflyria, anciently comprehending 2000 m. in 
length, and 1800 in breadth, Perfia, Curduftan, 
Diarbec, Eyraca Arabic. This empire continued 
1200 years, from Nimrod to Sardanapalus, now 
fwallowed up by Turks and Perfians. 

Aftracan, a kingdom of Afiatic Ruflia, the chief 
city, Aftracan. Lon. 52 E. lat. 47 N. It produces 
corn, cattle, beaver, furs, hemp, flax, fifli, and 
flelh; and here, at Aftracan, the European 
merchants embark for Perlia.-Greeks, Arme¬ 

nians, &c. 

Atlantic ocean, or Great Sea, lies betwixt Eu¬ 
rope, Africa, and weftward to America, being far 
above 10,000 m. fouth and north, and 4000 m. 
caft and weft, where narroweft. 

' Auftria, a circle of Germany. Its chief city, 
Vienna, Ion. 16, 20 E. lat. 48, 20 N. 

The town is faid to contain 100,000 inhabi¬ 
tants, the fteeple is 465 feet high, the country 
is fertile of wine, corn, cattle and fiih. Moftly 
Papifb. 

Auftrian Netherlands, or 10 provinces, 200 m. 
in length, and 150 in breadth. The chief city, 
Bruflels, Ion. 4, 6 E. lat. 50. 50, N. exceed¬ 
ing fertile in corn. The Dutch have many towns, 
as the French have on the fouth parts. The 
Emprefs-queen can raife and maintain 40,000 
men here. Papifts. 


Azores 
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Azores iflands in the Atlantic ocean. The 
chief city, Angria, Ion. 28 W. lat. 30 N. They 
belong to Portugal, and fupply the Indian {hip¬ 
ping with corn, and other provilions, in their 
return to Europe. 

B. 

Babelmandel ifland at the entrance to the Red- 
fea, Ion. 44,30, E. lat. 12 N. It gives name to 
the Straits of Babelmandel, the Turks and Arabs 
having fhips of good for<Te in thefe ftraits. Maho¬ 
metans. 

Babylon, once an empire and city of Afia. Its 
chief city, Babylon, Ion. 44, E, lat. 32, N. It 
lies on the river Euphrates, but not on the pre- 
fent channel; and hereabouts is fuppofed to have 
been the feat of paradife; but all lies now in ru- 
ines. 

Bahama iflands, in the Ameiican fea, Ion. 78 
and 81, W. lat. 26, 27, N. They are Spanilh, 
and vifited yearly by their galleons ; and one of 
them is fortified and planted by the Britifli, called 
Providence, (which fee). 

Banda ifle, belonging to the Dutch Ijidia com¬ 
pany, lat. 4, 30, S. Chief city, Banda, produc-. 
ing cloves, nutmegs, and other fpiceries of 
raft value. The Dutch expelled the Englilh 
from it about the year 1609, and have kept it 
ever fince. 

Barbadoes, a Britifli American ifle, 25 m. in 
length, and 15 in breadth. It produces little 
wood, but good fugar, rum, cotton, indigo, ci¬ 
tron, ginger, pines, plantains, &c. inhabited by 
about 20,000 whites, and 100,000 negroes. 

Barbary, a large African country, 180 m. in 
length, an i 300 in breadth, having Morocco on the 
weft, ftrctching itfelf all along the South part of 

the 
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the Mediterranean Tea; it belongs to feveral 
princes. Mahometans. 

Barbuda, a Britifh American ifland, 20 m. m 
length, and 12 in breadth. Its chief city, Bar¬ 
buda, Ion. 61, 18, W. lat. 18. N. having a great 
many cattle, and other provifions, that they 
(ell to the Caribee iflands to good advan¬ 
tage, as well as the native produft of the 

Bartholomew, a French American ifland, 
10 m. in length, and 6 in breadth. The chief 
city, Bartholomew, Ion. 62, W. lat- 18 N. It 
produces fugar, rum, cotton, indigo, ginger, 
pine-apples, and other tropical fruits, lies 20 m. 
N. of St. Chriftophers ; well inhabited. 

Batavia, a Dutch colony in Java. Its chief 
city, Batavia, Ion. 106 E. lat. 6, 8. It pro¬ 
duces fpices, &c. Here the Dutch are foie ma- 
fters, having from 20 to 30 fliips of war, and an 
army of 20,000 men. The town is built of done. 

Bavaria, a circle of Germany, 190 m. in length, 
and 115 in breadth. Its chief city, Munich, Ion, 
11, 32,' E. 48 N. It produces every thing with 
the reft of Germany, and is governed by its 
own prince, of the houfe of Bourbon, his re¬ 
venue about 300,000 1 . Sterling and 30,000 men. 

Papifts. , _ 

Bellcifle, an ifle on the French coaft, 12 m. in 
length, and 6 in breadth. Its chief city, Palais, 
Ion. 3, 10. lat. 47, 20. Its produce is the fame with 
France, confiding of 4 parilhes, 350 villages, 
and 5000 inhabitants, has good fiftiing on the 
coaft; taken by the Britifh, June 8th 1761, anc * 
reftored back to the French at the treaty of 
peace. 

Bengal, an Indian country on the Ganges, 400 
m. in length, and 300 in breadth. Its chief city, 
Calcutta, Ion. 75> E- lat. n, 20. being the 

molt 
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mofl: fruitful province in the Mogul’s empire; 
and here the French, Dutch, and Portuguefe 
have their feveral fa&ories. 

Bermuda ifles in the Atlantic ocean, Ion. 65, 
AV. lat. 32 one half N. containing about 20,000 
acres, abounds with plenty of flelh, fifh, fowl, 
and garden-fluff. Here Dean Berkley propofcd 
to build an univerfity. Thefe iflands hare been 
in poflelUon of the Englilh lince the 1609. 

Bohemia, Silefla, and Moravia, a kingdom, 
300 m. in length, and 250 in breadth. Its chief 
city, Prague, Ion. 14, 28, E. lat. 50, N. It 
produces the fame things with the other parts of 
Germany. The Emprefs-queen is hereditary and 
abfolute monarch, and can raife 30,000 men. Lu¬ 
therans and Pa pills. 

Bombay, a Britifli Eafl-India fettlcment, 7 m. 
in length, and about 20 in circuit. Its chief ci¬ 
ty, Bombay, Ion. 107, 117 E. lat. from 7 to 13, 
has about 500 inhabitants. King Charles II. a- 
mong other things, got this with his Queen, Ca¬ 
tharine of Portugal, and is a line fettlemcnt; it 
produces the fame as the other Eaft-India iflands. 

Borneo ifland in the EalMndics, 2500 m. round, 
8oo m. in length, and 700 in breadth. Chief* 
city, BanjarmalTer, Ion. 107 to 117 E. lat. 7 to 
15 S.. the largeft ifland in the world, exceeding 
rich in fpices, gold, diamonds ; and the produce 
of China is to be purchafed here, where the Enff- 
lilh have a factory. 

Brandenburg, a marquifate in Germany, 200 
m. in length, and 100 in breadth. Its chief city, 
Berlin, Ion. 13, 14, E. lat. 52, 25, N. It is as 
fruitful as any country in Germany. Berlin is rV 
capital of the King of Prullia’s German domini ms, 

where 
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■where he refides, his revenue 200,0001, army 
30,000. Calvinifts, Lutherans and Papifts. 

Brafil, a Portuguefe fettlement in South A- 
merica. Its chief city, St. Salvador, Ion. 60 W. 
iat. 35, S. Here, befides gold, filver, and diamonds, 
is the beft fugar in the world, and hence the 
Portuguefe tranfport annually vaft riches. Papifts. 

Cape Breton, a French ifland in North Ame¬ 
rica, 100 m. in length, and 50 in breadth. Its 
chief city, Louilburg, Ion. 61, 5 W. Iat. 45, 55 
K. is feparated from Nova Scotia by a narrow 
ftrait; not fruitful, but a place of an excellent 
fiftiery It has been twice taken by the Britilh, 
viz. in the 1745 and 1758; and now belongs to 
Great Britain. 

British Canada in North America, 1600 m. in 
length, and 1200 in breadth. Its chief city, 
Port-Nelfon, Ion* 21, W. Iat. 57 > N. It pio- 
duces all manner of fifli, fowl, deer, buffaloes, 
and bears, little corn. From this port alone are 
brought 50,000 beaver (kins in one feafon, worth 
5 s. 6 d. per pound. Papifts. 

Bute, an illand in the mouth of Clyde in Scot¬ 
land, 12 ra. in length, and 6 in breadth. Its 
chief town, Rothfay., Ion. 4, lat. 55, 56. It pro¬ 
duces corn, cattle, and excellent herring. Stu¬ 
art, Earl of Bute, is proprietor, descended of 
King Robert II. This ille $nd Arran makes up a 
fliire. Proieftants. 

C 

Caledonia, an ancient name of part of Scot¬ 
land. Lon. 3, 36, lat. 56, 50, containing 

Argyll, Athol, Badenoch, Dumbarton, Loch- 
aber, part of Rofs and Monteith. Proteftants. 

Canada, 
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Canada, or New France ; | in North America, 

1800 in. in length, and 1260 in breadth. Its chief 
city, Quebec, Ion. 44, lat. 47, 35. The French 
have improved this country. The Britiih con¬ 
quered it, September 18th 1759, and General 
Murray made governor ot Qpebec. Allowed to 
continue in their religion, being Papifts, by the 
treaty of peace. It abounds in cattle,- horfes, 
deer, furs of various kinds. Their winters very 
long and cold. 

Canaries, iflands in the Atlantic ocean. Their' 
chief town, Palma, Ion. 12, 21 W.latv between 
27 and 29 N. They produce corn and wine, but 
little water. There are 7 of them, fome whereof 
produce the rieheft of wine, and are moftly fub- 
je«fk to the Spaniards. 

Candia, an ifland in the Levant,. 240 m. in 5 
length, and 60 in breadth. Its chief city, Cant- 
dia, Ion. 25 E. lat. 35 and a half N* It pro¬ 
duces wines, corns, with all manner of .excellent 
fruits; it was taken from the Venetians by the 
Turks in the year 1669, having ftood a fiege 
double that of Troy. Mahometans* 

Carolina, a Britifli colony in the center between 
North and SouthAmerica, 500 m. in length and as 
to its breadth itis unknown, having no limits to 
the weft. The chief city Charlefton, Ion. 79, 
W. lat. 32 N. It produces corn, filk, wine, 
rice, fur, Ikins, pitch, and tar. This is one of 
the beft colonies belonging to Britain, and may 
be much improved. Proteftants. 

California., an ifland or peninfula, 700 m. in 
length, and 40 in breadth. A fertile country,- 
producing every thing neceflary for life; it is 
fubjeft to the King of Spain. Papifts. 

Celebes, or Macaflar in Eaft-India, 500 m. in- 
length, and 200 in breadth. Chief city, Macak 

l 2 
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far, Ion. 116 to 124, E. lat. 2 to 4. A Dutch fettle- 
ment, producing many poifoncus drugs, and 
rains 6 months in the year. The Dutch have 
a good ftrength there. 

Ceylon, a cinnamon ifiand in Eaft-India, 250 
m. in length, and 200 in breadth. Its chief'city, 
Candy, Ion. 79 E. lat. 8 N. It produces cinna¬ 
mon, which is the foie property of rhe Dutch, 
they monopolizing the whole of the cinnamon- 
trade, and other fpiceries. 

Chili, to the fouth of Peru in South America, 
1200 m. in length, and 600 in breath. Its chief 
city, St. Jago, Ion. 77 VV. lat. 44 S. It pro¬ 
duces all manner of wine, corn, fruits, gold, 
filver, copper, flefh, tallow, hides, and fait, 
which they carry to Lima and Panama. Papifts. 

Caffraria, the Hottentot country, 1120 m. in 
length, and 700 in breadth. Its chief place. Cape 
of Good Hope, lat. 35 S. It produces l'orne Indian 
corn, and all manner of tropical fruits. The Dutch 
have planted vines, which thrive prodigioufly well, 
and other productions of Europe. 

China, a mighty Afiatic empire, 2000 m. in 
length, and 1000 in breadth. Its chief city, Pe¬ 
kin, Ion. 111 E. lat. 40 N. It produces all 
things definable in life, gold and drugs, china- 
ware, tea. See. Pekin has 2,000,000 of inhabi¬ 
tants. Its walls are 50 cubits high. Pagans. 

Circaffia, a province of Alia, wcfl of the Caf- 
pian fea, 500 m. in length, 450 in breadth. Its 
chief city Temruck, Ion. 40, 50. E. lat. 45, 50. 
N. It produces cattle. 7 'hey are moftly a ram¬ 
bling people, living on milknefs, butter, cheefe, 
&c. and famous for the great beauty of their chil¬ 
dren. 

Chios, anifiand in the Turkifh Levant. It is 
about 100 m. in circuit. The number of its in¬ 
habitants 
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habitants are almoft incredible," having, besides 
others, upwards of 1,000,000 of Greeks, 10,000 
Turka, and 3000 Latins. Are under the Turk* 
pay for their religion, and have 300 churches. 
Its chief city Chios, Ion. 27. E. lat. 38. N. It 
produces wine, oil, and filk. 

St. Chriftophers, a Britifli ifland in the Atlan¬ 
tic ocean, 20 m. in length and 7 in breadth. 
Its chief city St. Kitts, Ion. 62. W. lat. 7 i-hal£ 
N. It produces fugar, cotton, ginger, indigo, 
and fine fruit; lies 60m. W. of Antigua, and is 
one of the Caribbee iflands. The inhabitants are 
of the Englifh church. 

Corftca, an Italian ifland, 115 m. in length, 
an ^ 55 * n breadth. Its chief city Baffin, Ion. 9, 
40. E. lat. 42, 20. N. It produces wine, corn, 
cattle, &c. The Genoefe Doge is crowned King, 
of Corfica. The natives are very remarkable foe 
the flruggles they have made for liberty. The 
number of its inhabitants are computed to be 
only 1,200,000. 

Cochin-China, a kingdom, 400 m. in length,'- 
and 150 in breadth, Ion. jo6. E. lat. 15. It pro¬ 
duces filk and rice. Their King is abfolute.. 
Their wives are purchafed here as in China, and 
their greateft nobles make offer-of their daugh¬ 
ters for money. Pagans. 

Cologne, an eleftorate in Germany, 70 nr.-in - 
length, and 8 in breadth. Its chief city Cologne, 
Ion. 6, 40. E. lat. 50, 50. N. It produces corn, 
wine, and paliure. Tiie revenue of Cologne is 
130,000 1 . Sterling; and, as the Ele£for is bilhop - 
of Munffer, Paderborn. and Hildefheim, he is 
worth as much more. Papiffs. 

Courland, a place in Poland, fubjeft to its own 
prince,- 13.0 m. in length, and 30 in breadth. Its 
chief city Goldengcn, Ion. 22. E. lat. 57, 5. N i 
L 3 . 1 &-* 
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It is fruitful in corn, &c. It belonged to the 
Knights of the Teutonic order, and afterwards to 
Poland, and now to its own Prince. Papifls. 

Croatia, a province fubjeft to Auftria, So m. 
in length, and 68 in breadth. Its chief city 
Carleftade, Ion. 16. E. lat. 45. N. Produces corn* 
cattle, wine, and oil, and has ftout men and ex¬ 
cellent horfes. It was part of the ancient Illyri- 
cum. Partly Greeks, Turks, and Papifls. 

Cuba, a Spanifli American ifland, 8co m. in 
length, and 75 in breadth. Its chief city St. 
Jago, Ion. 77. W. lat. 20. N. Produces maze,, 
tobacco, fugar, cotton, indigo, ginger, drugs, 
and long pepper, &c. It has many fine harbours 
in it. Papifts and Pagans. 

Cyprus, a Levant ifland, 150 m. in length, and 
70 in breadth. Its chief city Nicofia, Ion. 3 5 * E* 
lat. 35. N. Produces corn, wine, oil, cotton, 
fait, wood, filk, &c. It has about 1000 villages 
in it. Turks, Jews, Greeks, Armenians, and a 
few Papifts. 

D. 

Darien, or Caledonia, in Tcrra-firma, 300 nr. 
in length, and 60 in breadth. Its chief city E- 
dinburgh, Ion. 79. W. lat. 8. N. Produces gold, 
&c. Here the Scots were about to fix a colony,, 
but King William, to pleafe the Spaniards, made 
it death to aid the Scots, fo the colony dropped. 

Denmark, an European kingdom, 2 80^ m. in, 
length, and 150 in breadth. Its chief city Co¬ 
penhagen, Ion. 13. E. lat. 55 i-halfN. Produces 
corn, cattle, timber, tar, iron, copper, &c. The 
revenue 500,000 1 . Forces about 40,000 men, 
and 50 men of war. Lutherans. 

Dominica, an American ifland, Ion. 61, 20. 
\y, lat. i6. N. It is as fruitful as any of the Car. 

ribbed 
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ribbee iHands, but not cultivated at prefent, and 
was reckoned one of the neutral iflands. 

Dutch Netherlands, or the Seven United Pro¬ 
vinces, 150 m. in length, and 50 in breadth. Its 
chief city Amfterdam, Ion. 4, 30. E. lat. 52, 2.0. 
N. The feven ^provinces are, Holland, Zeland, 
Erie zl and, Groningen, Overyflel, Gelderland* 
and Utrecht. It produces cattle, fifb, butter, 
and cheefe. Calvinifls. (See Holland.) 


E. 

Egypt, a kingdom in Africa, 600 m. in length, 
and 150 in breadth. Its chief city Cairo, Ion* 
32. E. lat. 30. N. It produces all manner of 
grain, as corn, rice, peafe, beans, fugar-canes, 
cattle, &c. The Grand Signior draws 1,500,000!. 
yearly from thence, Mahometans. 

England, the fouth part of Britain, 360 m. in 
length, and 300 in breadth. Its chief city Lon¬ 
don, lat. 51, 30. It produces corn, cattle, fifli, 
fowl, &c. and, when joined with Scotland, can 
raife 300,000 men for fea and land. Its revenue 
is from 6 to 14,000,000). Sterling. It has the 
bed fleet in Europe. Proteftants, Church of Engl. 

Europe, the flrfl: diviflon of the world* 3000 
m. in length, and 2500 in breadth. Its chief 
city Rome, Ion. 13. lat. 41, 45. contains 3. Em¬ 
pires, id Kingdoms, 10 Kings, 1 Pope, with ma¬ 
ny Republics, the principal whereof are 'Hol¬ 
land, Venice, Genoa, &c. Papifls, Proteflants 
of different fefts, &c. 

Euflatia, a Dutch American ifland. Its chief 
city Euftacc, Ion. 63. W. lat. 17, 32. N. It pro¬ 
duces fugar, cotton, ginger, indigo, and Tropi¬ 
cal fruits. It lies- 4 m. W, of St. Chriftophers. 

Ethiopia Superior, in Africa, 2000 m. in length, 
and 700 in breadth. Its chief city Nubia, Ion. 
25, 38. E. lat. 12, 23. N. This country com¬ 
prehends 
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prehends Abyflinia, Nubia, and Abex, has F> 
gypt on the North, the Red-fea eaftwards. The 
inhabitants are Jews, Chriftians, and Mahome¬ 
tans. 


F. 

Florida, a French American colony, 1400 rrc. 
in length, and 900 in breadth. Its chief city 
San&a Maria, Ion. 81, 85. W. lat. 25, 30. N. 
It produces corn, filk, wines, rice, fkins, pitch, 
tar, timber, &c. and the produce of Europe has 
been carried over to it, which thrives extremely 
well. It was taken by the Englifn laft war, and 
continues in their polleflion, and great numbers 
of the inhabitants of Great Britain have of late 
gone, and are yearly going over to fettle in that 
country. The natives are Papi&s. 

Flanders, one of the ten Andrian Netherlands, 
60 m. in length, and 50 in breadth. Its chief 
city Ghent, Ion. 3, 36. E. lat. 51, 12. N. This 
with the other nine provinces, are exceeding 
fertile, and can raife and maintain 40,000 men 
to the Emperor. Papifts. 

France, an European kingdom, with Lorain, 
is 750 m. in length, and 500 in breadth. Its 
chief city Paris, Ion. 2, 25. E. lat. 28, 50. N. 
Produces all things ddirable in life. Contains 
above 20,000,000 of people. Its revenue from 
10 to 14,000,000 1 . Sterling. That of the clergy 
26,000,000. Forces 400,000, Tea and land, 100 
men of war. Papifts. 

Formola, an ifland fubjeft to China, 200 m. 
in length, and 180 in breadth. Its chief city 
Taywan, Ion. 122. E. lat. 22, 25. N. Produces 
every thing that is found in China and Japan. 
The Portugueze and Dutch have made great pro- 
Iks by trading hither. Pagans. 


Fez 
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Fez and Morocco, in Africa, an empire, 400 
m. in length, and 400 in breadth. Its chief city 
*ez. Ion. 6 \V lat. 33, 30. Produces corn, oil, 
paltuje, and all manner of provifions, as the in¬ 
habitants of Gibraltar and Mahon can teftify* 
T hey arc all Mahometans of the PeiTian kind. 

Ferdinando, an ifland in the Pacific ocean, 
io m. in length, and 6 in breadth. Fernandes is 
fhe chief city, Ion. 83. W. lat. 33, S. It lies 300 
rn * Y- St * Jago; vifited by all fhips going in¬ 
to the South Sea, on account of its fine harbour. 
It produces fruits, herbs, &c. In this ifland A. 
oelkirk lived 4 years and 4 months alone. 

r unen, a Dutch ifland, 55 m. in length, and 
34 in breadth. Its chief city Odenfee, Ion. 10, 
25. E. lat. 55 1-half W, lies 72 m. W. of Copen- 
hagen, and produces the fame as moft parts of 
Denmark, and has fome mines, iron, copper, 
&c. Lutherans. 


G, 

Georgia, north of Perfia, 340 m. in length, 
and 200 in breadth. Its chief city Teflis. The 
fouth parts of it produce plenty of corn, cattle, 
occ. but towards the north, they live upon butter, 
cheefe and milk. They are a wandering, but 
very beautiful people. 

Georgia, a Britifh American plantation, 640 
m. in length. Its chief city Frederica, Ion. 81, 
4 2 * W. lat. 31, 12. N. This country produces 
lilk, wine, oil, mulberry-trees, rice, fifh, fowl, 
timber, tar, turpentine, and every thing Carolina 
produces. Here the Reverend Mr. George White- 
field built a very elegant hofpital. Prateflants. 

Guadalupe, a French American ifland, 66 m. 
in length, and 33 in breadth. Its chief city A- 
bymes, Ion. 61, W. lat. 16, 30. lies 80 m. north 

of 
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of Martinico: produces fugar, cotton, ginger, 
&c. taken by the Britifli, May ift 17 59 > alld 13 
ftill fubjeft to them. Papifts. 

Germany, an European empire, 600 m. m 
length, and 500 in breadth. Its chief city Vi¬ 
enna, Ion. 16, 20. E. lat. 48- N. Produces corn, 
wine, &c. This country has many principali¬ 
ties, and all together, can raife 453 > 5 °° men > and 
maintain them, but have little to fay at lea; are 
moftly Lutherans. 

Genoa, an Italian republic, 150 m. in length, 
and 20 in breadth. Its chief city Genoa, Ion. 
9, 30. E. lat. 48. N. Produces corn, wine, oil, 
&#. They have a revenue which can maintain 
from 5 to 20,000 men, and Corlica has been 
fubjeft to them. Papifts. • 

Fort-George, or Madrafs, in the Eaft-Indies. 
Its chief city Madrafs, Ion. 80. E. lat. 13. N. 
The beft fattory the Englifh have on the coaft of 
Coromandel, where they merchandize with all 
the Indian nations. Mahometans.. 

Greece, now a part of European Turky, 4 ?° 
m. in length, and 380 in breadth. Its chief 
city Conftantinoplc, Ion. 29, 15. E. lat. 41, 30. 
K. This country was, and ftill is, very plenti¬ 
ful of corn, wine, oil, &c. The greateft part 
folely under the Grand Signior. The Chriftians 
therein are ftill numerous. 

Greenland, partly Danilh and Swedifh, &c. 
1000 m. in length. Ion. 50, \V. lat. 62, 80, N. 
This country is very barren, and, were it not for 
the whale-filhing, now almoft in the hands of the 
Dutch, it would" be feldom vifited, being extreme¬ 
ly cold, and but one half of the year light, moftly 
Pagans, where inhabited. 

Goree, a fmail French ifland in Africa, its 
chief city Goree, Ion. 17, 40 \V. lat. 15, N. it 

lies 
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lies near Cape Vere, which the French had forti¬ 
fied for the (lave and African trade, and was taken 
by the Britifh in the late war, and of which 
they are Hill in pofiefiion. 

Guernfey, a French ifland, now fubjeft to Bri¬ 
tain, to ra. in length and as much in breadth, its 
chief city St. Peter’s Port, lat. 49, 30, N. 58, m. 
S. of Portland in England, 22 ni. off the coal! of 
France, containing 10 parishes, produces fome 
corn and wine, and is naturally ftrong; having a 
good trade. Protellants and Papifis. 

Guinea, on the coaft of Africa, 1800 m. in 
length and 360 in breadth, its chief city St. Sal¬ 
vador, Ion. 15, 15, W. lat. 4 to 10 N. producing 
Indian corn and all manner of tropical fruit, 
gold, Haves, ivory, fifli and fowl. The inhabi¬ 
tants are all black, and have a more certain be¬ 
lief of the Deity than the Indians, but have no 
paiticular places of worfhip, and carry every 
thing along with them by tradition. They are 
commonly carried away from their own country 
by Health, and fold in the American plantations 
for Haves during life, and many of them become 
good Chrifiians when they are allowed. 

H. 

Hanover, a dukedom in Germany, 200 m. 
long and 150 broad, its chief city Hanover, Ion. 
9 > 45 > E* l at * 5 2 > 3 2 ’ produces timber, cattle, 
mum, beer, and bacon. The eleftor has lately 
made many new acquificions; its revenue 400,0001. 
Sterling, and can fend 30,000 men into the field, 
and is the hereditary property of the prefent 
king of Britain. Lutherans. 

Harris and Lewis iflands in Scotland, 100 m. 
in length and 10 in breadth, their chief town Stor¬ 
naway, produce cattle, corn, and horfes, and 

arc 
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are particularly remarkable for good bays and 
harbours, for crefting the beft fiflieries in Eu- 
rope. Proteftants. 

St. Helena, an ifland in the Atlantic ocean, 
5 m. long and 4 broad, its chief town bears the 
fame name, Ion. 5, 53, W. lat. 16, S. It lies 
1200 m. W. of Africa, and r8oo E. of America, 
and is 21 m. in circumference, produces plenty of 
herbage. King Charles II. took it and three men 
of war from the Dutch in 1672. There area- 
bout 200 families in it, defcended of Englifh pa¬ 
rents who lirft fettled there, after it was taken 
as above. 

Hifpaniola, partly French and Spaniih, 420 m. 
in length and 120 in breadth, its chief city St. Do¬ 
mingo, Ion. 70, W. lat. 18, 20, N. fruitful in 
fugar, cotton, tobacco, indigo, gums, medical 
drugs ; and now all manner ot European cattle 
thrive there. 

Holftein, a large country in Germany, 200 m. 
in length and 100 in breadth, its chief city Ham¬ 
burgh, Ion. 10, 38, E. lat. 53, 4 1 ) N- well fitu- 
ated for trade, and fertile. The king of Den¬ 
mark, as Duke of Holftein, is a prince of the 
empire. Hereabouts all the inhabitants arc Lu¬ 
therans. 

Holland, a province of the United Netherlands, 
too m. in length and 30 in breadth, its chief city 
Amfterdam, Ion. 4, 30, E. lat. 52, 20, N. This 
province is, in ftrength and riches, equal to the 
other fix, and fo well provided with naval (lores 
as to be able to finilh a man of war every day. 
Calvinifts. 

Hungary, a kingdom belonging to Auflria, 300 
m. long and 200 broad, its capital city Prefburgh, 
Ion. 17, 30, E. lat. 48, 20, N. produces corn, 
cattle, wine, mines of filver, copper and iron. 
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Its revenue will fupport and maintain 10,000 
forces. PapiAs. 

Honduras, a Mexican province, 400 m. in 
length, and 200 in breadth, long. 85, 94, W. kt. 
12, 16, N. The Spaniards claim it, but the En- 
glifh have poffeffed it, and made up matters with 
the natives, who lie under no obligations to the 
Spaniards. The Mofketto Indians are the native 
inhabitants of this province. 

I. 

Jamaica, a Britifh American illand, 140 m. 
l ing and 60 broad, its chief town Kingflon, Ion. 
77 > VV. lat. 17, N. it contains 14 diftricts or pa- 
1 iflics, and produces fugar, tobacco, coffee, cho¬ 
colate, pepper, woods, drugs, mahogony, &c. 
Flefli will not keep here four hours. Proteflants. 

Japan, an eaflern Afiatic ifland, 600 miles in 
length, and 160 in breadth, its chief city Jedda, 
Ion. 141, E. lat. 36, N. There are here leveral 
iilands fubjeft to the fovercign of Japan, who 
keeps a grand court, with 20,000 horfe and 
100,000 foot, and has anummenfe revenue.-Pa¬ 
gans. 

Java, an illand in the Eaft Indies, fubje£l to the 
Dutch, 700 m. in length, and 100 in breadth, 
its chief town Batavia, Ion. 102, E. lat. 6, N. 
produces rice, fugar, coffee, tobacco, all manner 
of fruits, roots and fpices, and with their army 
and navy able to drive all other European na¬ 
tions hence. 

Jcrfey, a French illand fubjetf: to Britain, 12 
m. 'in length and 7 in breadth, its chief town 
St. Hilary, Ion. 2, 20, E. lat. 49, 20, \V. 30 m. 
round, containing I2parilhes. There arc in this 
ifland more fruit than corn, and it is well wa- 

M tcreck 
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lered. The courts of England ha^e no jurifdi&i«n 

here. Papifts. . 

New Jerfey in North America, 140 m. long, 
and 60 broad, its chief city Perth, Ion. 74 , 

W. lat. 40, N. it produces Indian corn, wheat, 
peafe, beans, barley, oats, horfes, and black 
.cattle, and they tranfport whale-bone to England. 
The town was firft peopled by the Scots, by 
whom it was called Perth, after a town of that 
name in Scotland. Proteflants, and fubject to 
Britain. 

JefTo, a kingdom north of Japan., 1000 m. 
long, its chief town Yedfo, Ion. 140, E. lat. 40, 
N. This country is not much known, and is 
fuppofed to extend itfelf N. E. and then W. to 

America. .. _ , 

India Proper, or Mogul India, fubjea to the 
Mogul, 2043 m. long, and 1412 broad, its chief 
city Delly, Ion. 79, E. lat. 28, N. 1 his coun¬ 
try is exceeding fruitful and populous. The an- 
irual revenue of the Mogul is between 40 and 50 
millions of pounds Sterling, arifing from the pro- 
duce of the foil, of which he is proprietor, as 
well as fovereign; by duties and cuitoms on goods, 
by forfeitures and efeheats, being heir to all his 
great officers, and by prefents from all his go¬ 
vernors, and fuch as have dependence on him ; 
and, laftl-y, from the diamond mines of Golcondo ; 
no inconfiderable revenue! and he has always 
300,000 horfes, befides elephants. In the nor¬ 
thern parts they have good wheat, and almoft 
every other grain; fo that, in one part or other 
of the Mogul’s dominions, every thing that can 
render life defir able, is produced, except liber¬ 
ty ; for though the fubje&s, at a diftance from 
court, live as eafy as thofe of moft monarchies, 
yet tbe Mogul, being an abfolute prince, can 

command 
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command their lives and fortunes at pleafureo 
The fotithern part of India is inhabited by blacks, 
\Vho have been lately conquered ; thofe on the 
northern provinces are either white, or of an 
olive complexion, and they are the governing 
part of the nation, and Mahometans. 

India beyond the Ganges, or Siam, 2026 m. 
long, and rooo in breadth, its chief city Siam,- 
km. 101, E, lat. 17, N. In its limits are com* 
prifed the feveral kingdoms of Alem, Ava, Pegu/ 
Laos, Siam, Camboida, and Malacca, governed 
by their refpe&ive princes, only the Dutch have 
nfurped the lovereignty of Malacca. The natives 
of the Farther India are of an olive complexion* 
and are Pagans of different fc£ts. No country 
having more elephants, it confequently abounds 
with ivory. The country is fruitful in rice, In¬ 
dian corn, and all manner of fpices, &c.- Here 
are alfo gold, gems, canes, opium, and fuch other 
traffic ulually to be met with in countries with¬ 
in the tropics. Its revenue 600,0000 1. Sterling* 
and all the people are commanded into the field 
m the time of war. 

Ireland, an ifland and kingdom in the Atlan¬ 
tic ocean, fubjett to Great Britain, 300 m. long 
and 160 broad, its chief city Dublin, Ion. 6, 25- 
W. lat. 153* 16, N. It is a fruitful level coun¬ 
try, well fupplied with frefh water, lakes^ and 
rivers. The foil, in this country, feems richer 
than in England. It abounds fo in cattle, that 
France, Flanders, Spain, Portugal, and the W eft 
Indies, are fupplied with their beef and butter, 
and Britifh fhips often viaual there. They have 
great plenty of excellent wool. It lies well for 
trade, with feveral fafe and commodious har¬ 
bours. Their linen manufacture is vaftly in- 
crcafed, and brought to great perfeftion. A bo- 
M 2. 
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dy of 12,000 men are kept in pay upon the Irifh 
elhibhfhment, among whom are few or none of 
the natives. Six parts in feven of them are Pa- 
piils and tolerated, and tithes of feveral parifhes 
paid the priefts. The eftablifhcd church is the 
fame with that of England. They have alfo in 
great abundance, corn, butter, cheefe, tallow, 
hides, linen-cloth, and 3'arn. Its revenue about 
180,000 1. Sterling, and can raife from 12 to 
20,000 men. Papifts, Proteftants, and Quakers. 

Ilia and Jura, two Scots iflands ; the firft is 
24 m. long and \ 6 broad, its chief town Kilmo- 
row ; the fecond is 24 m. long and 8 broad, its 
chief town Kilaridale, their Ion. 51, 10, W. 
producing corn, cattle, deer, and wild fowl, and 
round them excellent filhing for cod, ling, and 
herrings. 

Italy,, including Naples, 600 m. long, and 400 
broad, its chief city Rome, Ion. 13, E. lat. 41, 
45, N. It produces corn, wine, oil, cattle, fifh, 
and fowls. See Naples, Sardinia, and the other 
grand Hates and republics. Papifls. 

Judea, or Paleftine, fubjeft to the Turk, its 
chief city Jerufalem, Ion. 36, E. lat. 32, N. It 
produces corn, wine, oil, coffee, myrrh, frank- 
incenfe and drugs, and can biing to the field a 
great army. Mahometans and fome Chiiflians. 

Jutland, fubjecl to Denmark, 180 m. in length, 
and 90 in breadth, its chief city Gottorp, lat. 55 
1058; a peninfula, and produces corn and cattle 
in plenty. S. Slefwick is Hill more fertile, part 
whereof belongs to Holftein-Cottorp. Luthe¬ 
rans. 

Ivica, a Spanifh ifland, 30 m. in length and 24 
in breadth, its chief city bears the lame name. 
Ion. i, 39, W". lat. 39, N. Its chief product is 
fait, of which they export great quantities, to 

good 
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good account. Here are fome fruit and little 
wine. Papifts. 

Jnchkeith, Inchcolm, and Inchgarvie, long. 3, 
4°; E. lat. 56, 2, N. three fmall iflands in the 
Frith of Forth, having plenty of grafs. On Inch* 
colm are to be feen the ruins of a ftately mona- 
ftery, built in the 1126. It belongs to the earl 
of Moray. 

L. 

Lapland, north of Norway, Sweden and Ru£ - 
fia, 500 m. long, and 240 broad, its chief city 
Lula, Ion. 21, E. lat. 64, 30, N. It produces 
no corn, but has rein-deer, foxes, martins, er- 
mins, and other animals fuitable to the climate, 
the skins of which they fell to their fouthem 
neighbours. The inhabitants lead a wandering 
life, having very few towns, but live in huts un¬ 
der fnow about two-thirds of the year. Pagans. 

Liege, a bifhoprick in Germany, 70 m. long 
and 50 broad, its chief city bears the fame name^ 
Ion. 5, 28, E. lat. 50, 46, N. It is a very de¬ 
lightful country, abounding in corn and meadow 
grounds ; has fome mines of lead and iron, with 
marble quarries, but mod remarkable for large 
quantities of brimftone and vitriol) as well as 
mineral fprings, particularly near the Spa. The 
city of Liege exceeds all the cities in Germany 
and f ranee for fine churches and convents ; of 
the t former are no lefs than 10©, and, among other 
religious foundations, here is one of Englifh nuns, 
and there is alfo here a famous univerfity. There 
is within the diocefe of the bifhop of Liege 52 
baronies, 18 walled towns, and 480 villages, all - 
well peopled, with a yearly revenue of 300,000 
ducats or nobles $ and he can maintain a fland- 

ingv. 
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ing body of 8000 troops, without opprefTmg his 
fubje&s, the bulk of whom are Papifts. 

Lorrain and Bar, fubjeft to France, 100 m. 
long, and 100 broad, its chief city Nancy, Ion. 
6, E. lat. 48, 44, N. produces, corn, wine, and 
good pafture, cattle and horfes, mines of Giver* 
copper, lead, iron, and tin. It abounds with 
lakes, and plenty of fifli. Its revenue, arifing 
from the produce of thefe lakes, amounts to 
16,000 l. Sterling, belides a revenue of 200,000 1. 
Sterling, arifing from the mines, fait fprings, See. 
Papifts. 

Livonia, anciently of Poland, 160 m. in lengthy 
and 120 in breadth, its chief city Narva, Ion. 
37, 45, E. lat. 59, N. produces corn, cattle, flax, 
hemp, honey, wax, timber, and many good har¬ 
bours for trade, now fubject to Ruflia. 

Lithuania, a province of Poland, 250 m. in 
length and 250 broad, its chief city is Wilna, 
Ion. 25, 15, £. lat. 55 N. It produces corn, 
cattle, &c. This great dutchy is an independent 
ftate, governed by its own magiftrates, under the 
king of Poland. Papifts. 

Limburg, an Auftrian province, 30 m. long* 
and 25 broad, its chief city bears the fame name. 
Ion. 6, 5, E. lat. 50, 37, E. produces corn, 
cattle, wood, and the beft iron mines in all the 
Netherlands. Part of this dutchy is in the hands 
of the States General. Papifts. 

Louiflana, or New France, in North America* 
1400 m. long and 900 broad, its chief city Que- 
beck, Ion. 74> W. lat. 47, 35, N. produces corn, 
and every thing which grows in Europe, skins* 
furs, &c. and many things that will not Hand our 
winters. Papifts. 

Lucca, an Italian Republic, 25 m. long, and 
20 broad, its chief city Lucca, ion. u, 20, E. 

lat. 
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lat. 43, 45, N. produces corn, wine, &c. The 
free revenue of this little (late is 30,000 1. Ster¬ 
ling. It can raile and pay 10,000 men. Papifts. 

St. Lucia, a French Carribbee illand, 22 m. long 
and 12 broad, Ion. 6r, W. lat. 13, 30, N. lies 21 
m. S. of Martinico, well watered, produces good 
timber, and whatever elfe the other Carribbee 
iflands do. The duke of Montagu laid out and 
loft 40,000 1. here. 

M. 

Madagafcar, an African illand, 1112 m. long, 
and 250 in breadth, Ion. 44, E. lat. 12 to 26, S, 
produces corn, cattle, flelh, fifh, and fowl, and 
every other thing you find in Africa. It is di¬ 
vided into many petty kingdoms. Pagans. 

Madeira, a Portugueze l'ettlemcnt in the Atlan¬ 
tic 18 m. long and 4 broad, its chief town 
Pahna, Ion. 19, W. lat. 29, N. 120 m. round, 
and lies 300 m. W. of Morocco. Here incredible 
quantities of fine Madeira wine is made, which 
is admired in every hot country it is carried to. 
Papifts. 

Majorca, a Spanilh illand in the Mediterranean, 
60 m. long, and 45 broad, its chief city Majorca, 
Ion. 12, 30, E. lat. 39, 30, N. produces corn, 
wine, oil, fruit, cattle, and has feveral good har¬ 
bours. The city has 6000 houfes in it, and 23 
churches, and generally well peopled. Papifts. 

Magellan Straits in South America, 300 m. 
long, and 2 broad, Ion. 76 to 68, W. lat. 54, S. 
the paftagefrom the Atlantic ocean into the Pacific 
ocean, was difeovered in the 1520 by Ferdinand 
Magellan, a Portuguefe in the lervice of Spain. 

Malabar, on the fouth-weft coaft of India, 40a 
m. long, and 100 broad. Its chief city, Calicoulan, 
Ion. 75, E. iat. n, 20 N. Produces Indian 

corn. 
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corn, rice, fruits, callicoes, filks, chints, cotton, 
napkins, See. They are a fober diligent people. 
Mahometans. 

Malucca,in the Farther India, 600 m. in length, 
and 200 in breadth. Its chief city, Malucca, Ion. 
100, E. lat. 2 and a half, N. the fame as Ma¬ 
labar. The inhabitants are more fubjett to the 
Dutch, than they are to the King of Siam, whofe 
fubjefts they are, and are moftly Mahometans* 

Maldiva illands, in the Indian ocean, lying 500 
m. fouth of India, 1000 in number. No corn or 
rice; the natives live on cocoa-nuts, fruits and 
roots, with fome fifti; a p.001* innocent people. 
Mahometans. 

Man-ifland, fubjeft to bis Grace the Duke of 
Athol, 30 m. long, and 9 broad. The chief 
town, Douglas, Ion. 4, 30, \V. lat. 54, 25, N. 
lies 16 m. fouth of the coaft of Galloway in 
Scotland, contains 17 parilhes; fertile in corn, 
cattle, fifh. See. and trades in hides, tallow, bran¬ 
dy, See. It has a Bilhop, but he has no title to 
fit in the Houfe of Peers. It is frtuated in a man¬ 
ner centrical .betwixt the three kingdoms of Scot¬ 
land, England and Ireland, fo that thefe three 
kingdoms may be eafily leen from it at the fame 
time. It is extremely well fituated for foreign, 
trade, but more fofor running goods, particular¬ 
ly brandies and wines, as it was formerly a free 
port, and not fubjeft to the revenue-laws of Eng-, 
land; but are now fubje&ed thereto, by the. pre- 
fent Duke of Athol’s having yielded up that pri¬ 
vilege into the hands of the government of Great 
Britain, having got a fum of money and a pen- 
fion for fo doing. Proteftams, of the Church of 
England. 

Macao, a Chinefe ifland. Its chief town, Ma¬ 
cao, Ion. j 13 E. lat. 23 N. Its produce is the 

fame 
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lame with China. The Portugufe have a colony 
here, governed by their own laws, tributary to 
the Emperor of China. 

Manilla, or Luconia, an EafMndia iflnnd, 405 
F 1 * Ion §> and 200 broad. Its chief city, Manilla, 
on. 127 E. lat. 13 and 19 N. produces great 
p enty of all things, and full of the merchandize 
of both the Indies. The Spaniards have the do¬ 
minion of this and the other Philippine iflands. 
I he inhabitants are a mixture of Chinefe, Mala- 
gans and Blacks, the laft inhabiting the moun¬ 
tains and inland parts, and reckoned to be the Ab¬ 
origines, and are moftly Mahometans, and are al¬ 
lowed the exercife of their religion. Near this 
llland. Commodore Anfon took the rich Acapul- 
co Ihip, the treafure of which he happily brought 
to ngland in the 1744, on board the Centurion, 
the only /hip remaining of his whole fquadron. 

Malta ihund, 60 m. l’outh of Sicily, 20 m. long, 
and 12 broad. Its chief city, Malta, Ion. 15 E. 
lat. 35 one half N. governed by its own knights, 
and produces plenty of every thing but corn. 
Here are 50,000 fouls, one half military, and un¬ 
married. Papifls. 

Mantua, an Italian dutch)', 50 m. long, and 
25 broad. Its chief city, Mantua, Ion. 11, 15 E. 
lac. 45, 20 N. produces corn, wine, oil, filk, 
flax, and fruits ; pofleffed by. the Houfe of Au- 
ltna. Its revenue 300,000 crowns, and 10,000 
men ; and in the city 50,000 inhabitants. Papifts. 

Margaretta, a Spanifli American ifland, 50 m. 
long, and 20 broad. Its chief city, Margaret, 
Ion. 64 W. lat. 11 and a half N. produces In¬ 
dian corn, and tropical fruits ; but little wood or 
water. It is reckoned one of the bell of the Lee¬ 
ward iflands. Papifls. 


Marigalanti 
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Marigalante, a French American ifland, 15 m. 
in length, and 12 broad. Its chief city, Mariga¬ 
lante, Ion. 61 W. lat. 15 and a half N. not tar 
from Guadalupe, and produces the fame things. 

P St. Marino, a little Italian republic. Its chief 
city, Marino, Ion. 14 and a half E. lat. 44 1 • 

It lies in the middle of the Pope’s dominions. 
The Pope feized it, but foon reftored it to its an¬ 
cient liberties. Papifts. 

Martinico, a French American ifland, 00 m. 
long, and 20 broad. Its chief town, Martin, Ion. 
61 W. lat. 14 and a half N. produces fugar, 
cotton, ginger, indigo, rum, tobarcco, and is 

well watered, has good harbours, and well peo- 

pled ; was conquered by the Britifh in the lalt 
war, but was reftored to the French at the trea¬ 
ty of peace. Papifts. 

Maryland, a Britifli colony in North America, 
140 m. long, and 135 broad. Its chief city, An¬ 
napolis, Ion. 78 W. lat. 39, 25 N. produces 
tobacco, and all manner of American and Euro¬ 
pean growths. Lord Baltimore is proprietor. Its 
inhabitants are moftly Papifts, who have been 
tranfported from Europe for crimes, but are be¬ 
come much civilized fince naturalized to that 
country, and are very hofpitable to ftrangers, and 
are the only people in America, who are molt 
fond of purchafing people tranfported from other 
nations and countries. 

Maflachufet, a colony in North America, 10a- 
rrf. in length, and 40 broad, produces Indian 
corn, wheat, and plenty of beef, mutton, pork, 
and filhf; a great deal of flapping, and can raile 
20,000 men. Proteftants. 

Mecklenburg, a German dutchy, too m. 1 » 
length, and 63 broad. Its chief city, Scwerin, 
Ion. ii and' a half, E. lat. 55, N. produces 

corn, 
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corn, cattle, &c. is fubjeft to its own Duke, 
who is hereditary and abfolute in all his domi¬ 
nions. Moftly Papifts. 

Mediterranean Sea, or Levant, 2000 m. in 
length, 1500 in breadth. It divides Europe 
and Alia from Africa, and has the kingdoms of 
E gyP r > Barca, Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, and Mo¬ 
rocco, on the fouth. Moftly Mahometans. 

Mentz, a German Electorate, and a Bilhop- 
rick, 50 m. long, and 20 broad. Mentz is the 
name of the chief city, Ion. 8 E. lat. 50 N. ve¬ 
ry plentiful on the Lower Rhine, but not fo fur¬ 
ther up the country. The revenue 200,0001. 
Sterling, and from 6 to 12,000 forces. Papilts,&c. 

Mexico in South America, fubjeCt to Spain, 
2000 in. long, and 60® broad. Its chief city 
Mexico, Ion. 103 W v lat. 20 N. produces gold,* 
lilver, . cotton, fugar, cedar-wood, all manner 
of fruits, and the cabbage-tree grows to 120 
feet high. Papifts. 

New Mexico, with California, northward, 2000 
m. long, and 1600 broad. Its chief city, Santa 
Fe, Ion. 109 VV. lat. 36 N. produces every 
thing as in Mexico above mentioned, with molt 
or all the growths of Europe, is under the Spa- 
nilh government. Papifts. ' 

Mindano, an Italian ifland, 350 m. in length, 
and 200 in breadth. Its chief city, Mindano, 
Ion. 120 E. lat. 5 to 10 N. produces gold, rice| 
fego, bees-wax, and tobacco, with all manner of 
fpices and fruits. Here the Spaniards have no 
interelt. Mahometans. 

Milan, an Italian dutchy, fubjeCt to Auftria 
80 m. long, and 60 broad. The chief city, Mi¬ 
lan, Ion. 9 and a half, E. lat. 45, 25, N. pro¬ 
duces corn, wine, oil, filk, &c. Its revenue, 
40,0001. Sterling. Its forces about 25,000 men" 

and 
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and the city has above 300,000 inhabitants. 


Pa- 


Minorca, a Spanifh Mediterranean ifland, 30 
m. Ions, and jo broad. Its chief city, Portma- 
hon, Ion. 4 , 6, E. lat. 39, 50, N. not very 
fruitful; it was ceded by Spain to Queen Anne 
of Great Britain in the 1714, and taken by the 
French from King George II. June 28th 1756, 
but was given back in exchange at the end of the 
war. Papifts. 

Modena, an Italian dutchy, 150 m. long, and 
90 broad. Its chief city, Modena, Ion. 11, 20, 
E. lat. 44, 45, N. produces corn, wine, and 
delicious fruits. Its revenue 100,000 1. Sterling, 
forces 10,000 men. The prefent Duke is uncle 
to the Chevalier de St. (feorge. Papifts. 

Mogul Empire, in Eaft-India Alia, 2000 m. in 
length, and 1500 in breadth. Its chief city, Del- 
ly, Ion. 79 E. lat. 28 N. produces Indian corn, 
and all things defirable in life, diamonds, gold, 
(liver, filk, &c. His revenue, the whole wealth 
of his imirienfe dominions. Mahometans. (Sec 
India Proper, or Mogul India.) 

Molucca, Eaft-India iflands, thelargcft not 30 
m. round, produce cloves, fago, and all man¬ 
ner of fruits. The Dutch have the whole trade 
of this and the other fpice-iftands. 

Montferrat, an Italian Dutchy; its chief city, 
Caflal, Ion. 8, 35 E. lat. 4 5 N - Produces plen¬ 
ty of corn, wine, oil, filk, &c. It is now ceded 
to the King of Sardinia, and included among the 
reft of his Italian dominions. Papifts. 

Morea, ancient Peloponnefus, in Eaft-Turky, 
180 m. long, and 130 broad; its chief city, 
Morea, Ion. 20 E. lat, 36 N. produces corn, 
, wine, oil, filk, cattle, ftlh, and fowl; the Chri- 

ftians 
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ftians arc tolerated, by paying a tax per head. Ma. 
hometans. 

Morocco and Fez, an African empire, 500 m. 
long, and 200 broad. The chief city, Morocco* 
Ion. 9 W. lat. 32 N. produces wheat, barley’ 
rice, dates, figs, and many kinds of fruits ; alfo 
camels, horfes, lions, tygers, &c. Its revenue, 
33 ° quintals of filver, each quintal being reckoned 
3001. Sterling, andean raife 80,000 men. Ma¬ 
hometans of the Perlian feft. 

Ifle of Mull, in the weft of Scotland, 24 m . 
long, and 20 broad. The chief town, Caftle Tan- 
card ; produces corn, cattle, deer, horfes, and 
has fcveral good harbours, and abounds with fal- 
mon, cod, and herrings, pearls, mufcles, &c. 
The Duke of Argyll fuperior. Proteftants. 

Mufkito, a country in North America, Ion. 58 
to 8 8 \V. lat. 13 to 15. There are no European 
fetdements here yet, but the Spaniards look up. 
on this as a province of Honduras. Pagans. 

Munfter, a Bifhoprick in Germany, 100 m. 
long, and 60 broad; its chief city, Munfter, Ion. 
7, 10 E. lat. 52 N. There is not corn enough 
here for the inhabitants, but they have excellent 
bacon. It is fubjeft to the Elector of Cologne. 
Its revenue 200,000 1 . Sterling. Papifts. 

N. 

Naples, an Italian kingdom, with Sicily, 350 
m. long, and 120 broad. The chief city, Naples, 
Ion. 15 E. lat. 41 N. produces corn, wine’ 
oil, cattle, fruits, &c. its revenue 1,000,0001. 
Sterling, can raife 30,000 men, and has now a 
good fleet. Papifts. 

Negroland, along the Africa coafts, 2000 m. 
long, and 450 broad. Its chief city, Senegal, Ion. 
15 to 18 W. lat. 10 to 20 N. produces flaves, 
Indian corn, cattle, fruits, gold, and ivory. They 

N have 
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Jiave many petty fovereigns of different religions. 
Pagans. 

Negropont, an ifland in the Archipelago, 90 
m. in length, 25 in breadth, produces corn, 
wine, flefh, fifh, fowl, and excellent fruits. It is 
one of the largefl of the Grecian iflands, and is 
fubjeft to the Turk. Greeks. 

Mew Britain, or Efirimaux .in North America* 
1600 m. long, and 1200 broad. Its chief city, 
Rupert-fort, Ion. 60 to 100 W. lat. 50 to 70 N. 
The fouth-parts produce large timber and herb¬ 
age *, the north-parts are piercing cold, and pro¬ 
duce flags, rein-deer, beavers, ermins, fifh, and 
■wild fowl. 

New England, South of Nova Scotia in Ame¬ 
rica, 300 m. long, and 200 broad. Its chief city, 
Boflon, Ion. 71 W. lat. 42 N. produces Indian 
corn, and all kinds of trees that grow in Old 
England, much more numerous and large, with 
prodigious quantities of pitch, tar, turpentine, 
gums, balm, fifh, moufe-deer, and beaver. 

Newfoundland, an ifland in North America, 
350 m. long, and 200 broad. Its chief city, Pla¬ 
centia, Ion. 56 W. lat. 48 N. produces timber, 
deer, and wild fowl, as well as fifhes and beaver, 
10 a great extent. Proteflants. 

Nova Scotia, in North America, 500 m. long, 
.and 400 broad. Its chief city, Annapolis Royal, 
Ion. 64 W. 45 N. produces timber, deer, and 
wild fowl; all things for naval flores, and one of 
the bed cod«fifh coafls in the world; com, hemp, 
and flax thrive well here. 

New-York, a Britifh colony in North America, 
200 m. long, and 100 in breadth. Its chief town, 
New-York, Ion. 72, 30 W. lat 30 N. produces 
all manner of grain, cattle, horles, &c. with 
Sinibcr, and dry fifh falted, which are trar.fported 

into 
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into Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Church of Eng.- 
land. The inhabitants are chiefly Dutch. 

Nevis, a fmall Britifli Caribee ifland, 6 m. long, 
and 4 broad. Its chief city, Nevis, Ion. 62 W. 
Jat. 17 and a half N. It is divided from the eaft- 
end of St. Chriftophers, by a narrow channel, and 
produces the fame things with it. Proteftants. 
(See St. Chriftophers). 

Nicobar, an Eall-India ifland, 38 m. long, 
and 18 broad. Ion. 94 E. lat. 7 to 10; its chief 
town-, Nicobar, is lltuate at the entry of the bay of 
Bengal. Here there is no corn, but fruits, fome 
hogs and poultry, with fifh. The native inhabi¬ 
tants go almoft naked, and worfhip the moon. 
Pagans 

Niphon, an ifland, 134 m. eaft of China, 620 
m. long, and 150 broad. Its chief town Niphon. 
This is one of the Japan iflands, and produces much 
the fame things as Japan, and are all hereditary 
kingly governments. Pagans. 

Normandy, a province of France, 200 m. 
long, and no broad. Its chief city Caen, Ion. 
25 W. lat. 49, 20 N. It is one of the moft fruit¬ 
ful provinces in France, except for wine. . Wil¬ 
liam, their 7th Duke, conquered England in the 
1066. Its capital has 40,000 inhabitants. 

Norway, a northern European kingdom, 1000 
m. long, and 900 broad. Its chief city Bergen, 
Ion. 6 E. lat. 60 N. It is a-barren country, not 
having corn fufficient to fnpply themfelves. Their 
winters are variable, from 6 to 7, and fometimes 
8 months. Produces timber, pitch, tar, copper 
and iron. Lutherans. 


O. 

Orkney, or Pomona, a Scots ifland, 24 m. 
long, and 12 broad. Its chief city Kirkwall, 
Ion. 25 W. lat. 59, 45 N - produces corn, cat- 
N 2 tie. 
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tie, and fmall horfes ; no venomous creatures. 
Befides Pomona, there are about 30 more iflands 
moflly inhabited. Proteftants. 

Oleron. a French fea port ifland, 15 m. long, 
and 6 broad. Its chief city Oleron, Ion. 1, 20 
AV. lat. 26 N. It contains 10,000 people, pro¬ 
duces plenty of corn and wine. They are fa¬ 
mous for their fea laws, now a rule to all trad¬ 
ing nations. Papifts. 

P. 

Paleftine, or Holy-land, in Alia, 130 m. long, 
and 80 broad. Its chief city Jerufalem, Ion. 30 
H. lat. 32 N. produces coin, wine, oil, cattle 
milk, and honey, when well cultivated. The 
city is about 3 m. round. This country is fub- 
jeft to a Turkilh Balhaw. Mahemotans and 
Chriflians. 

Parma and Placentia, fubjeft to Auftria, 60 
m. long, and 30 broad. Its chief city Parma, 
Ion. 11 E, lat. 44, 45 N. produces corn, wine, 
oil, lilk, excellent fruit, and rich pafture, fomc 
nlver and copper mines. Its revenue 100,000 1 . 

• Sterling. Its forces 500. Pa pills. 

Pennfylvania, a Britifli colony in North Ame¬ 
rica, 200 m. long, and 200 broad. Its chief 
city Philadelphia, Ion. 74 W. lat. 40, 50 N. 
pioduces all forts of grain, cattle of all kinds, 
timber, bces-wax, and pot-alhes. It is a pro¬ 
perty-government belonging to the heirs of Ad¬ 
miral Penn. The people are very hofpitable to 
it rangers. The city is one of the finell and bell 
laid out in the world ; its ftreets are very fplen- 
did and elegant, the fronts of moll of the houfes 
fronting the llreet being built of marble, and 
planned and laid out agreeable to the plan of a 
city of the fame name mentioned in the fcrip- 

ture, 
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ture, and is bounded by two navigable rivers, 
the Delaware on the eaft, and the Squalquall on 
the weft. Quakers moftly. 

Paraguay, or La Plata, in South America, • 
1500 m. long, and 100 broad. Its chief city 
Buenos-Ay res, loin 60 \V. lat. 36 S. produces 
Indian coin, rice, and now vaft herds of cattle, 
&c. gold, filver, and all manner of merchandize. 
The °Spanifti Jefuits have great power here. 
Papifts. 

Perfia, a kingdom of Alia, 12C0 m. long, and 
as broad. Its chief city Ifpahan, Ion. 50 E, 
lat. 32 i-half N. produces corn, rice, cattle, 
plenty of wine, oil, delicious roots, &c. with 
rhubarb, fenna, and other drugs, as alfo, iron, 
lead, and copper. Mahometans. 

Peru, a kingdom in South America, 2000 m. 
in length, and. 500 in breadth. Its chief city> 
Lima, Ion. 76 W. lat. 12 i-half S. produces 
corn, fruits, roots, drugs, and now all the growths 
of Europe are planted and come to perfe&ion 
here ; it alfo produces gold, filver, &c. Papifts 
and Pagans. 

Pegu, a kingdom in Eaft-India, near Bengal, 
800 m. long, and 300 broad. Its chief city Pe¬ 
gu, Ion. 97 E. lat. 17 i-half N. produces rice, 
filk, cotton, fruit, pepper, fugar, canes, drugs, 
rubies, fapphires, and other precious ftones, and 
elephants. Pagans and Mahometans. 

Poland, an European kingdom, 700 m. long, 
and 680 broad, its chief city Warfaw, Ion. 21 
E. lat. 52, 15 N. It is the greateft corn country 
in Europe ; produces horfes, neat cattle, See. with 
filver, iron, and copper mines. Its revenue is 
140,0001. Sterling free. Its forces moftly 
horfemen. Papifts. 

N 3 


Pope’s 
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Pope’s Territories, the Campania of Italy, 
240 m. long, and 120 broad. Its chief city 
Rome, Ion. 13 E. lat. 41, 45 N. produces 
corn, wine, oil, filk, and excellent fruit, &c. 
Rome is 12 m. in circumference, and, according 
to an account taken by Pope Clement XI. in 
the 1714, the number of its inhabitants amount¬ 
ed to 143,000 fouls: it has .20 gates, 300 fine 
churches, belides palaces, &c. They are a fo- 
ber people. Papifls. 

Porto-Rico, a Spanifli ifland in the Atlantic 
ocean, 120 m. long, and 6 broad. Its chief city 
bears the fame name, Ion. 65 W. lat. 18 N. 
produces fugar, rum, ginger, and all manner of 
Tropical fruits. The Spaniards have carried 
thither European grain, fruit, cattle, &c. Papifls. 

Pomerania, a province fnbjeft to Sweden and 
Pruflia, 200 m. long, and 60 broad. Its chief 
city Strallund, Ion. 13, 22 E. lat. 54, 22 N. It 
is a flat low country, containing many lakes and 
rivers; not unfruitful, but woody. Stralfund 
and Stetin are good fea-parts. MoIHy Lutherans. 

Portugal, an European kingdom, commenced 
in the 1109, 300 m. long, and 100 broad. Its 
chief city Lilbon, Ion. 7 to 10 W. lat. 38 to 45 
N. produces corn, oil, wine, fruits, lilk, fifli, 
flefh, and all the produce of Brazil: its revenue 
about 3,000,000 1 . Sterling, and has a great trade 
by fea. Papifls. 

Providence, a Britifh American ifland. Its 
chief city Newport, Ion. 75 W. lat. 25 N. pro¬ 
duces cotton, fugar, ginger, and great variety of 
fruit. It is well planted and fortified by the 
Britifli inhabitants.. Protcflants. 

Pruflia-Ducal, in Poland, fubjefl to the King 
of Pruflia. Its chief town Koningfberg, Ion. 21 
E. lat. 54, 40 N. Its produce the fame with 

Poland. 
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Poland. It has two good fea-ports. Papifts and 
Lutherans. 

R. 

Rhodes, in the Mediterranean, fubjecl to the 
Turks, 50 m. long, and 25 broad. Its chief 
town Rhodes, Ion. 20 E. lat. 36, 20 N. No 
corn, but excellent wine, fruits, and every thing 
that can make life agreeable. The inhabitants- 
of the city confifl: of Jews, Turks, and Chrh- 
flians, but the laft are not allowed to remain 
within the walls in the night-time. At the 
mouth of the harbour of Rhodes, which is 50 
fathoms over, was erefled the famous CololFean 
ftatue of Apollo, efteemcd one of the wonders 
of the world ; it was 70 cubits high, and fhips 
failed in and out of the harbour betwixt its legs : 
its head reprefented the fun, and in one hand 
it held a light-houfe for the dire&ion of mariners. 
It was the work of the celebrated architect 
Chares, a native and citizen of Rhodes, who 
fpent 12 years in making and rearing it up; 
but it had not Rood above 66 years, before it 
was thrown down by an earth-quake. Some idea 
may be formed of it by its thumb, which was 
fo large, that few could fathom it: we are all'o 
told, that the brafs of it loaded 900 camels. 
The inhabitants Mahometans. 

Romania, an Italian province, fubjeft to the 
Pope, Bo m. long, and 77 broad. Its chief city 
Ravenna, produces corn, wine, oil, and all the 
produce of Italy; exceeding healthful, except 
the Ferrarefe, which is the worft of the Pope’s 
territories. Papifts. 

Ruflia, an European empire, 3000 m. long, 
and 2567 broad. Its chief city Peterlburgh, 
Ion. 31 E. lat. 60 N. The fouth parts are fruit. 

ful 

7 
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ful, but that lying north is not fo ; but all very 
populous, and can maintain 300,000 forces. The 
ordinary revenue of Ruflia is nokahove 3,000,000 1 . 
Sterling. The number of inhabitants that pay 
poll-tax, and'are to find recruits^ is computed at 
about 5,100,000 in the whole empire. Greeks. 

S. 

Sardinia, an Italian ifland, now a kingdom, 
140 m. long, and 60 broad. Its chief city Car 
gliari, Ion. 9, 12 E. lat. 39 N. This country 
is generally fruitful, producing corn, wine, and 
oil, in abundance, but is not reckoned very health¬ 
ful. The Duke of Savoy became King thereof 
in the year 1719- Papifts. 

Saxony, a German electorate, 200 m. in length 
and 150 in breadth, its chief city Drefden, Ion. 
13, 36, E. lat. 51, N. It is exceeding fruitful, 
but, during the late war, was cruelly ravaged, be¬ 
ing quite over-run by the king of Pruflia. Luthe¬ 
rans. 

Scotland, a kingdom-united with England in 
the year 1707, 350 m. long and 150 broad, its 
chief city Edinburgh, Ion. 3, W. Iat. 56, N. pro¬ 
duces wheat, oats, beans, peafe, barley, and rye, 
with nolt, fheep, horfes, deer, tame and wild 
fowl, and has the bell: falmon and herring hfhing 
in Europe. Prelbyterians. 

Shetland, an ifland of Scotland, 60 m. long 
and 16 in breadth, its chief town Lerwick, Ion. 
1, 30, E. lat. 61, 50, N. The produce of it much 
the fame with Orkney. It has 20 parifh-kirks, 
but only 11 miniflers. There are, befides this 
main illand, 47 other fmaller iflands belonging 
thereto, moll of them inhabited. There are no 
venomous creatures in thefe iflands. Prefbyte- 
rians. 


Savoy, 
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Savoy, a dukedom in Italy, fubjeft to Sardis 
nia, 90 m. long and 70 broad, its chief city 
Chambery, produces corn, wine, fruit, large 
herds of cattle, abundance of game, venifon, and 
■wild- fowl, but liable to the ravage of the French. 
Papifts. 

Sicily, an Italian kingdom, fubjeft: to the king 
of Naples, 170 m. long and 100 broad, its chief 
city Palermo, Ion. 13, E. lat. 38, 30, N. This 
country is fruitful in corn, wine, oil, fait, cattle, 
filh, fowls, &c. and can maintain from 20 to 
40,000 men, and has now a good navy. Papifts. 

Siberia, apart of the Ruffian empire, 2000 n>. 
long and 1200 broad, Ion. 60 to 130, E. lat. 47 
to 72, produces fome corn, much cattle, and 
greatly improved fince the Czar fent among them 
many Swedifli and Livonian prifoners. Partly 
Greeks. 

Siam, an Afiatic kingdom in India, 2000 m. 
in length, and 200 in breadth, its chief city Siam,, 
produces rice and herbs, which are their prin¬ 
cipal food. The flefti of their hogs is efteemed 
the bell. There are many elephants here. The 
revenue no more than 600,000 crowns. Pagans. 

Sclavonia, fubjeft to the houfe of Auftria, 
200 m. in length and 60 broad, its chief city 
Pofega, a fine level fruitful country, but being a 
frontier province, is liable to the ravage of both 
the Chriftian and Turkifii armies. Papifts. 

Silefia, a German province, fubjeft to the queen 
of Hungary and king of Pruffia, 200 m. long and 
70 broad, chief city Brcilaw, Ion. 16, 50 E. lat:. 
55 > l 5 >^‘ it produces corn and cattle, but moft 
contended for on account of the filver and other 
mines. Papifts. 

Skye, an iftand of Scotland, 60 m. long and 20 
broad, produces corn, cattle and fiffi, efpecially 

herrings 
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herrings and cod. Sir Alexander Macdonald of J. 
Slate is the greateft Proprietor. Proteftants. 

Spain, the moft fouthern European kingdom, 

700 m. long and 500 broad, its chief city Madrid, 

Ion. 4, 15, W. lat. 40, 30, N. produces corn* 
wine, oil, lemons, oranges, and all kinds of Eu¬ 
ropean fruit, cattle, &c. Revenue 5,000,000 1 . 
Sterling, 40 men of war, and an army of 40,000 
men. Papifts. 

Sumatra, an ifland in Farther India, 900 m. 
long and 100 broad, its chief city Bencoolen, 

Ion. 101, E. lat. 4, S. produces rice, pepper, canes, 
fugar, plantains, pine-apples, cocoa-nuts, and 
moft kinds of tropical fruits, gold duft, &c. The 
Englifh have feveral factories here. Mahometans. 

Sweden, an European kingdom, 800 m. long 
and 500 broad, its chief city Stockholm, Ion. 

18, E. lat. 59, 30, N. produces corn, cattle, 
fifti and flefh, with fowls, wild and tame, fome 
filver, copper, iron, pitch, tar, timber, &c. It 
has 60,000 men and 40 men of war. Lutherans. 

Switzerland, 13 cantons, 6 of them Proteftants, 
and 7 of them Papifts, 260 m. long and 100 
broad, its chief city Bern, Ion. 7, 20, E. lat. 

47, N. produces good cattle, fifh, and fowl, 
fome corn and wine. They are the belt mili¬ 
tia in Europe. Bern, the principal canton, has 
300,000 crowns revenue. 

T. 

Tobago, a Britilh American ifland, 32 m. long 
and 12 broad, Ion. 59, W. lat. 11, 30, N. This 
ifland could produce every thing that the other 
Carribbee iflands produce, viz. fugar, cotton, • 
ginger, &c. but is negle&ed. Proteftants. 

Tartary, Afiatic, fubjeft to Ruflia, 3000 m. 
long and 200 broad, its chief city Aftracan, Ion. 
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52, E. la t. 47, N. This country produces much 
the fame with the befl parts of Siberia. 

Terra Firma, in S. America, fubjeft to Spain 
J200 m. long and 800 in breadth, chief city Pa¬ 
nama, Ion. 82, W. Jat. 9, N. This country pro¬ 
duces Indian corn, all manner of fruits and Eu¬ 
ropean cattle, mines of gold and fllver, precious 
Hones, drugs, dying woods, &c. Papifls and Pa¬ 
gans. 


St. Thomas, a Dutch Carribbee ifland, its chief 
town St. Thomas, produces Indian corn, fugaV 
cotton, ginger, indigo, cocoa-nuts, rum and fruit! 
The Portugueze have an ifland of this name. 

Tonquin, a kingdom of Farther India, 500 m. 
long and 400 broad, its chief city Tonquin, Ion. 
200 to 108, lat. 17 to 16, N. produces Indian 
corn, but moflly rice, all manner of fruits and 
herbage. Their manufactures are lacker’d wares 
and lilks. They keep a Handing army of 60,000 
men, and have elephants, &c. Pagans. 

Tranfilvania, a German province, fubjeCt to 
Auflria, 180 m. long and 120 broad, its chief 
city Hermanftad, Ion. 24, E. lat. 46, 32, N. pro¬ 
duces corn, wine, oil, cattle, mines of gold, fil- 
ver, copper, and iron, as alfo fait, and cloth e- 
nough to ferve themfelves. Papifls. 

T rinidad, a Spanilh American ifland, 90 m 
long and 60 broad, its chief -city Trinidad, prol 
duces Indian corn, cotton, fugar, tobacco, indi¬ 
go, ginger, and tropical fruits of all kinds. It 
lies 80 m. W. of the river Oronoque. Papifls. 

Tripoli and Barca, a kingdom of Africa, 1200 
m. long, 240 broad, its chief city Tripoli, Ion. 
l 4 > 3 °> E- lat. 33, 30, N. produces corn, oil, 
and other roots and herbage, mulberry trees for 
filk-worms, &c. they keep a good Handing army 
and fleet. Mahometans. 


Tunis, 
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Tunis, a kingdom of Africa, 400 m. long, aud 
240 broad, the chief city Tunis, Ion. 10, E. lat. 
■26 20 N. Barca is but a fandy country, but 
Tunis' is plentiful in all kinds of provifions. 
They alfo keep up a Handing army and fleet. 

Mahometans. .. 

Turky in Europe, with ancient Greece, 1000 
m. long, and 900 broad, its chief city Conflanti- 
nople, Ion. 29, lat. 41, 30, N. produces corn, 
wine, oil, (ilk, and every other growth of Europe. 
The Grand Signor has 100,000 men, and can 
maintain twice that number. Revenue 10 mil¬ 
lion Sterling. Mahometans. 

Turky in Alia, fubjeft to the Grand Signor, 
1000 m. long and 900 broad, its chief city A- 
leppo, Ion. 37, 40 K. lat. 30, 30, N. produces 
corn, wine, oil, and f.lk. They have coffee, 
myrrh, and drugs. Every province has a govei- 
nor. Vaft fums are extorted from them. Ma- 

Tufcany, an Italian dukedom, fubject to its 
own duke, brother to the prefent emperor of 
Germany, ioo m. long and 90 broad, chief city 
Florence, 16n. 12, 15, E. lat. 43, 30, • P* 

duces corn, wine, oil, fruit, cattle, and filk. - 
venue 500,000 1. His forces are only guards., 
and he has fome armed veflels in the Meditena- 
nean. Papifts. 

U. 

United Netherlands, or Seven United Provinces, 
x 50 m. long, 145 broad, its chief city Amfler- 
dam, Ion. 4, 3°, £. produces butter, cheefe, 
cattle, filh, and fowl, and imports the growth 
and produce of all the world, and can raife from 
25 to 50,000 -men, and 150 men of war. Calvt- 

nlfts ’ St. Vincent, 
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St. Vincent, a neutral ifland among the Ca rrib 
bees, a populous Britifh ifland, 70 m. W. of Bar- 
badoes. Here is, befid^s the growth of the other 
colonies, by far the belt Tobacco in America, 
except Virginia. Protelfants. 

Venice, an Italian republic, 180 m. long and 
100 broad, chief city Venice, Ion. 13, E. lat. 45, 
40, N. produces corn, wine, cattle, fheep, horfes, 
fifh, fowl, &c. Revenue 1,-200,000 1 . Sterling, 
24,000 forees, 30 men of war, and 100 armed 
galleys. Papills. 

Virginia, a Britifh colony m N. America* 
peopled in 1588, 240 m. long and 120 broad, its 
chief town James’s Town. It contains 24 divh 
lions, produces large timber, pitch, tar, flax, and 
excellent tobacco ; and now molt part of the pro¬ 
duce of Great Britain is-introduced there. Prote- 
ftants. 

W. 

Walachia, a Turkifh province in Europe, 20O 
na. in length, and loo broad, its chief city Fer- 
gouifco, Ion. 26, 30, E. lat. 45, 35, N. produces 
corn, wine, fruit, Iheep, cattle* and horles. This 
province is well peopled, and better laboured 
than moft of the other countries under the Turk, 
J»lany religions. 

Wales, 12 Englifh fhires, making a principa¬ 
lity, and giving title to the eldeft fon of the king 
of Great Britain, its chief city Cacrmarthen* 
Ion.- 4, 30, W. lat. 51, ^o. This country, th<» 7 
not quite lo fertile as the other parts of England* 
yet has raoll things defirable in life% and the in¬ 
habitants are a brave hardy people. Proteflants^ 

Weftphalia, a circle in Germany, 200 m. long 
and 150 broad, its chief city Paderborn, Ion. Xy 
^5, E. lat. 51, 45, N. produces corn, cattle r 
O horleiy 
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horfes, and excellent bacon, and many of the 
growths of Lower Germany. Here are many in¬ 
dependent princes. Proteftants, &c. 

Z. 

Zara, or Numidia, in Africa, its chief city 
Berdoa, lat. 20 to 30. This being a country little 
known, is of uncertain length and breadth ; and 
we can only learn that it is inhabited by a few 
rambling Arabs. Mahometans. 

Zanguebar, a Portugueze fettlement in Africa, 
1400 m. long and 350 in breadth, its chief city 
Melinda, Ion. 39, E. lat. 3, N. containing above 
200,000 people, and produces Haves, drugs, and 
all manner of tropical fruit, of which the Portu¬ 
gueze make great gain. Pagans, &c. 

Zante, a Mediterranean iHand, fubjeft to Ve- 
tiice, 24 m. long and 12 broad, its chief town 
Zante, Ion. 19, E. lat. 37, 50 N. produces corn, 
wine, and fruit, and is very confiderable on ac¬ 
count of the little grapes called Currants, the like 
not to be had any where elfe. Papifts, &c. 

Zeland, a Danifh iHand, its chief city Copen¬ 
hagen, Ion. 13, E. lat. 55, 30, N. This ifland 
is 200 m. round. It produces fome rye, but no 
other corn, and the greateft part of this ifland 
is kept in forefts for the king’s game, and for 
grazing. Lutherans. 

Zeland, a province of the United Netherlands, 
Ion. 3, 18, E. lat. 51, 17, N. confuting of eight 
iflands, lying in the mouth of the Scheld, of 
which Walchern and Middleburg are the chief. 
All religions are tolerated here. 


A 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

American W i l d Boar, 

"'HIS animal, for the moft part, inhabits 
i mar/hes and low grounds, and is common¬ 
ly of a black or bro^vn colour. His tufks, when 
living, cut like fharp razors,. but when dead, they- 
lofe that kecnnefs. When this creature is hunt- 
ed down, his tusks are fo inflamed, that they 
will burn and flnge the hair of the dogs. His 
tail is fliort, and his hind-feet are not cloven 
but Hand upon one claw. His flcfli is very ten¬ 
der and good for food. The hunting the wild 
boar is dangerous to men and dogs, both having 
been killed fometimes in the purfut of this fierce 
and ravenous beaft. 


Of the Cockatrice. 

T HIS animal is the king of all ferpents, not 
for his bignefs, for he is much inferior, in 
this refpeft, to many other ferpents, but becaufe 
of his majeflic pace ; for he does not creep upon 
the ground, like other animals of the kind, but 
goes half upright, for which cauie all other fer¬ 
pents avoid him ; and, it feerns, nature defigned 
him that pre-eminence, by the crown or coronet 
upon his head. There are various conjectures 
concerning the production of this animal. Some 
are of opinion, that it is brought forth of a cock’s 

egg, 








Of the Cockatnee. 

egg, which is generated- of the putrefied feed of 
an old cock, and fit upon by a fnake or a toad r 
and fo becomes a cockatrice. Its fize is about 
four feet in length, and proportionable in thick- 
nefs ; the hinder part of it is like a ferpent, and 
the fore part like a cock. Others are of opinion, 
that the cock that lays the egg fits upon and 
hatches it himfelf. Thefe monfters are found in 
South America. Their eyes are red. All other fer¬ 
ments are afraid of the fight and hilling of the 
cockatrices ; and the Indian account of them is, 
that no animal will encounter with the cocka¬ 
trice except a weafel, which, after eating of rue> 
will attack and deftroy the other animal. The 
poifon of the cockatrice is fo ftrong that there is 
no cure for it, and infects the air to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that no other creature can live near him* 
It kills not only by the touch, but by fight and 
hilling. If this pernicious animal be of the pro¬ 
duction of a cock’s egg, certainly America is the 
®nly place in the world, where it can come to 
perfection, becaufe it may not be iinpoflible but 
a cock may lay his egg, if any he has, even a- 
mong that of ferpents, and be hatched by them. 
I have often feen fnakes hatch hen eggs among 
that of their own, but fo foon as the bird.comes 
©ut of the Ihell, the ferpent immediately deltroys 
them, when (he obferves them not of her owa 
kind *- 

* The hiftory of thefe two animals (hould 
have followed the others at page 63, but were 
then forgot. 


End of the Second Part, 
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O N 

SUBMISSIONS 

AND 

DECREETS -ARBITRAL. 


To /hun debates at law do what you can. 

But don’t fubrait till fii ft you know your man: 
FOR, 

<( A wit’s a feather, and a chief’s a rod, 

4i An honeft man’s the nobleft work of God.” 

Pote. 


PART III. 


EDINBURGH, 
Printed in the year M.DGC.LXVIII, 











— 




T 















■ <r 









SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


O N 

Submiffions and Decreets-arbitral. 


T HE nature of Submiffions being fo little 
understood, and the Decreets-arbitral, pro¬ 
nounced in confequence thereof, general¬ 
ly thought unrcducible, I imagine a fhort dif- 
courfe on that fubjeft will not prove unacceptable 
to my readers ; and the experience I have had 
in thefe matters, I hope, will afford fome apolo¬ 
gy for venturing on the Subject.-Previous to 

entering upon it, however, I mud beg leave to 
make a few obfervations on the horrid crime of 
iiealing children. 

The Stealing or carrying away children from 
their parents, and felling them as flaves in fo¬ 
reign markets, is a mod atrocious and heinous 
crime, as well as destructive and unlawful in fo- 
ciety, is attended with very bad and dangerous 
conl'equences to individuals, and, as luch, is, 
by our laws, as we fee from our annals, moSt fe- 
verely punifhed ; and we fee many instances on 
record, that, in the very earlieft periods of time, 
crimes of this heinous nature incurred the cen- 
fure and moft fevere punishments which the law 
could invent or infliCt; and this is exemplified 
by facred writ, as may be noticed from the 21 St 
P 2 chapter 
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chapter of Exodus, at the 16th verfe, where we 
have thefe words : “ And he that rtealeth a man 
u and felleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
“ he fhall furely be put to death.” Such being 
the punifhment originally inflicted by the Mofaic 
law on this crime, certainly fuch offences in our 
days cannot be overlooked, againft thofe who are 
principally concerned in them, as well as thofe 
who are aiding and a flirting therein; for as crimes 
of this nature cannot be carried on by any fingle 
perfon, confequently, they muft have the aflirt¬ 
ance of others, whom they are at pains to call 
in to their aflirtance, and fo make them partners 
in their guilt, by which means they both fall un¬ 
der the cenfure of the law, and are liable to its 
fevereft punifhments ; and though, by the prefent 
conftitution of our country, the laws are more 
mild than in former times, in the punifhment of 
crimes of this nature, partly owing to the lenity 
of the laws, and partly to the perfons aggrieved; 
who do not pulh matters fo far as the rigour of 
the law would admit, chooflng rather to allow of 
matters being fettled in the calitft manner among 
the fubjefts themfelves, than to grafp at the 
blood of the offenders ; yet, notwithstanding this 
lenity, the perfons committing fuch offences are 
liable to be tried by the laws of the country, in 
either the civil or criminal courts. When it 
comes to be tried by our civil law, it becomes 
only then a party difference, and may be ended 
betwixt the parties, by fubmiffion or otherways, 
as they can agree, without the aflirtance of the 
law; but, if tried criminally by an aftion at the 
inftance of his Majefty’s advocate, ad vindifiam 
publican , the private parties cannot pal's from it, 
or make up matters, without the confent of the 
Lord Advocate, or King’s council, for the time. 
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In cowrfe of time, in order to promote harmo¬ 
ny among mankind,. and to fettle differences 
among neighbours in an amicable manner, fub- 
millions were introduced as the moft proper re¬ 
medy to avoid expenfive and tedious fuits and 
proceffes at law, and which, indeed, have, upon 
many occafions, been found very falutary, and 
conducive to the good and happinefs of fociety 
in general, and to the advantage of many pri¬ 
vate parties in particular; and, on this account, 
the law has fo far favoured and fupported fub- 
millions, that it has. declared, that decreets-arbi* 
tral cannot be reduced or laid open, but upon 
very flagrant inltanccs of falfehood, bribery, or 
corruption* 

As it is highly expedient to lefFen the number of 
law-fuits, and as nothing can have a more happy 
tendency that way, than references by parties to 
men of probity and knowledge, the laws of all 
nations have countenanced fubmiflions, and in- 
forced the awards of arbiters ; but they are not 
at one as to what degree. Some legiflators have 
fubje&ed decrees-arbitral to a review, and rectifi¬ 
cation by the fupreme courts Qf law, on account 
of iniquity, though committed unintentionally, 
while others have refu-fed-alLrelief, and forbid all 
judicial interpofition infuch cafes: which of the 
two opinions Ihould be acknowledged to be the 
belt, feems. a very problematical queftion. In 
behalf of the laft it may be argued, that parties 
cannot, with reafon, complain of a determina¬ 
tion by judges whom they chofe themfclves, and 
that it is better fometimes to fupport iniquity* 
than, by allowing challenges on that head, pre¬ 
vent a general expediency. But, on the other 
hand, it may be contended, That it is unbecom¬ 
ing in the law. of any country to lend its fanCHon 
and authority to.injuflice ; that though arbiters 

ar* 
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are chofen by the parties, yet they often are, and 
muft be fo, inconfiderately ; and that arbiters, 
though not vefted with a final jurifdi&ion, yet if 
the proof and procedure before them be declared 
valid and binding elfewhere, will continue ftill to 
be of great ufe, as they do the bufinefs of inferior 
courts with very little trouble and expence to the 
parties. 

By the law and practice of Scotland , in confor¬ 
mity to the civil law, decrees-arbitral were liable 
to reduction before the fupreme court, on the head 
of iniquity; and too many actions of that kind 
feem to have been brought in the laft century, 
when the people of this country were much more 
litigioufiy difpofed than they are at prefent. The 
abufe came to fuch a height as to attract the no¬ 
tice of the legiflature in 1695, when a very pro¬ 
per check and remedy was thought of. To fu- 
ftain redu&ions of decrees-arbitral on the head of 
iniquity in general, was agreed to be wrong, as it 
occafioned a multitude of vexatious procefies; 
but to difcharge redu&ions of decrees-arbitral on 
any head whatever, was eafily perceived to be 
infinitely worfe, as it could not fail to open a 
door to a train of the moll deteftable frauds, and 
moft infufferable abufes. The wifdom of this na¬ 
tion therefore refolved, that all decrees pronoun¬ 
ced by arbiters who meant well, and had decided 
according to the befb of their judgment, however 
miftaken and erroneous, fhould be final and un¬ 
challengeable ; but that all decrees pronounced 
by arbiters who had not meant well, or who had 
not decided according to the beft of their judg¬ 
ment, fhould be reducible. 

And this was moft reafonable ; for the chief 
inducement for fupporting decreets-arbitral, tho > 
iniquous, is the choice and confent of the parties 
fubmitters, to Hand by the determination of the 

arbiter 
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arbiter pitched or. Now, as it is evident, that 
choice and confent was owing to their confidence 
in his integrity and ability, it follows, that, if he has, 
,?™ e influence or other, been deprived of thefe 
qualifications, his decree (hoi,Id go for nothing; 
becaufe the reafon for chufing him has ceafcd, 
and he is really not the fame perfon he was at the 
time of entering into the fubmiffion. 
w ~, ltb tbis vlc y the regulations 1695 provide, 
U J hat ’, for cutting off of groundlefs and expen- 
„ j lv c pleas and P roc effes in time coming, the 
Lords of Seffion fuftain no redu&ion of any de- 
creet-arbitral, that (hall be pronounced here- 
^ ^ u P° n . a fubferibed fubmiffion, at the in- 
it “ ance of either of the parties fubmitters, up- 
°j? an y cauf c or reafon whatever, unlefe that 
u eruption, bribery or falfehood, to be alledged 
""the fame^ Jud S es - arbitl at ors, who pronounced 


This regulation is laconically expreffed, but the 
meaning of it is precifely as above reprefented. 
1 he word, bribery , has a limited and fpecific fig- 
mhcation, but corruption and falfehood are ge¬ 
neric terms, and may fometimes afford an op¬ 
portunity for difputing deverborum Jignificatione 
\{' e : ab out the meaning of words); however, 
little reflexion is neceffary to afeertain their true 
meaning and intent. The words of every ffatute 
muft be interpreted according to what appears to 
have been the will of the legiflatui e; and that 
may eafily be gathered from an enumeration of 
different cafes, in which it is beyond a doubt, 
that no fet of men in their fenfes would have pro¬ 
hibited a redu&ion of dccreets-arbitral. r 
Suppofe it fhould be proved. That an arbiter 
had pronounced a decree againft his confcience, 
At the defire and folicitation of a great man on 
whom he depended, or at the inffigation and in¬ 


treaty 
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-treaty of bis family or friends, there can be no 
doubt, that the decree fhould be fet afide. -Again, 
fuppofe that an arbiter, who was a very fenfible 
man, when the fubmiilion to him was entered in¬ 
to, fhould become furious, and pronounce an ab- 
furd and unjuft decree, when in that unhappy ft- 
tuation, there can be no doubt the decree Ihould 
be fet afide : or, fuppofe -that an arbiter fhould 
pronounce an abfurd and unjuft decree, when be¬ 
reft of his judgment by intoxication, there can 
be as little doubt, that the decree fhould be fet 
afide. In none of thefe cafes was the arbiter 
.bribed, but in all of them was he corrupted- Bri* 
bery is corruption, and the moft common me¬ 
thod of corruption; but all corruption is not bri¬ 
bery : It is much more comprehenfive, and fhould 
be underftood both metaphorically and literally, 
fo as to extend to cafes in which the arbiter was 
not to blame, as well as tbofe In which he was. 
It fhould be underftood metaphorically, as in the 
cafe firft put; literally, as in the two laft; and, in. 
general, fhould be held to be all kind of influence by 
which a perfon is rendered either unwilling or unable 
to do 'what is right. For, if it is not underftood in 
a literal, as well as a metaphorical fenfe, this ri¬ 
diculous abfurdity unavoidably follows, that, by 
the regulation 1695, a decreet-arbitral would be 
unchallengeable, though pronounced by a man de¬ 
prived of his reafon, cither by a formed diftem- 
per of the brain, or by drunkeonefs, which is a 
temporary madnefs; as it is obvious, fuch arbi¬ 
ter falls not under either the exception of bribe¬ 
ry or falfehood ; as neither does he who is mov¬ 
ed to pronounce a decreet-arbitral by a forged 
writing by one of the parties; for though falfe¬ 
hood occurs here, yet it is not in the terms of 
the regulations, “ falfehood in the judge-arbitra- 
* tor who pronounced the fame/* 
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As to falfehood, which is the la ft exception in 
the regulations, there can be no difficulty as to 
it; for every man knows and feels what is truth 
and therefore can be at no lofs to difcover its op- 
pofitc, falfehood, which comprehends every fup- 
preffion of what is true, or affiertion of what is 
not true. When it is proved againft an arbiter in 
any ftep or his conduct and procedure, the law 
Jays his decreets open to challenge ; becaufe it 
holds, and moft juftly, falfehood in him to be evi- 
deuce that he did not mean honeftly ; and, as has 
been already faid, the fcope of the regulations is 
only to fupport decrees in which iniquity has 
been committed by miftake, not decrees in which 
it has been committed by defign. 

Various are the particulars in which an arbiter 
may commit falfehood, cx.gr. if he wilfully ne- 
glefts to confider a piece of evidence laid before 
him by one of the parties, that would be a nega¬ 
tive falfehood, as it is a fuppreffion of the truth - 
but if, at the fame time, he fliould aftert in his 
decreet-arbitral, that he had confidered the evi¬ 
dence, when he really had not, he would be guii 
ty of a pofitive falfelhood too; for it is clear, that 
as often as he afterts in his decreet-arbitral *f a <fts 
to be true which he knows to be falfe, as’often 
he commits falfehood. If'be did not know' them 
to be falfe, but believed them to be true, he would 
not be guilty of falfehood, but only of a miftake • 
anJ, confequently, his decree would not be redu- 
ciole ; in the lame way, as a notary, who afterts 
in an inltrumenr, that he few a thing done which 
he did not fee done, is undoubtedly guilty of 
falfehood : but if he, impofed upon by le^er-de- 

i orotherways, did atfually believe that he 

faw a thing done, when really it w r as not he 
would not be guilty of falfehood, and confe¬ 
quently not liable to punifhmenr. 

; o. 


The 
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The above examples are of what is called falfe- 
hood properly and itridlly, in the ftile ot juris-pru- 
dence : but as the'regulations 1695 were correc- 
tory of our former law, and as they run counter 
to material jultice, they ought to be liberally inter¬ 
preted; and therefore, as, in ordinary l'pecch, 
falfehood is ufed to denote every fpecies of fraud, 
it ought likeways here to be taken in that fenfe. 

And, indeed, nothing can be more rational, 
than that grofs and glaring iniquity fhould fet 
afide every decreet-arbitral ; for it cannot be 
committed unintentionally ; nor is this doctrine 
in the leal! inconfiflent with the regulations 
1695; for though they oblige the Lords of Coun¬ 
cil and SefTion not to luftain redu&ions of de- 
creets-arbitral, except on the head of corruption, 
bribery, or falfehood, yet they have not laid the 
Lords under any reflridtion?, as to what they 
fhould hold to be evidence of corruption, bribery 
and falfehood. 

Oa fome occafions, in order to fupport de- 
creets-arbiti al, labouring uncer the above ddcdls, 
it has been endeavoured to confound coriuption 
and bribery together/and reckon them fynony- 
nious: but this is plainly untenable ; corruption 
and bribciy differ as much as falfehood and for¬ 
gery. The firfl is a genus • the other one of the 
many fpecieles contained in it. All biibery is 
coriuption, but all corruption is not biibery; 
and it w r ould be the wildcft conceit imaginable 
to fuppofe, that, in enumerating, with much bre¬ 
vity and conciienels of expieffion, only three ex¬ 
ceptions to a general rule, the regulations fhould 
fall into a tautology. 

In order that my readers may be £<tisfied, that 
thr principles above laid down are juft, and a- 
greeabie to \*v, 1 fhall here lay before them a 
lhort aceount of a procefs brought againfl a de¬ 
creet-arbitral 
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erect-arbitral which had been pronounced in con- 
fequcnce of a fubmiflion entered into betwixt a. 
party, and certain other perfons, againft whom 
he had a law-fuit in dependence befcie the Court 
of Seffion, which decreet-arbitral, after a very- 
long and tedious litigation before the Lords, in 
refpeft of the whole circumftances of the caufe, 
was, by their Lordfhips, reduced. 

In the courfe of this action of reduction it 
was, from firft to laft, argued in the molt ftrenu- 
ous manner, for and on behalf of the defenders, 
that by the regulation 1695, decreets-arbitral 
were not reducible but upon one or other of the 
above mentioned three heads, viz. falfehood, 
bribery, and corruption, all, or either of which, 
it is incumbent for a purfuer not only to alledge, 
but likeways to prove, againft a judge pronoun¬ 
cing fuch decreet-arbitral, otherways he needed 
or could not expert to prevail in his reduction. 
In thefe circumftances, it will be no great dif¬ 
ficulty to conceive what difadvantages a pur¬ 
fuer in fuch an action behoved to labour un¬ 
der; what oppofition, obfh uftions, and crofs 
accidents, he muft neceflarily have been obliged 
to encounter, before it was poflible for him to 
afeertain, by a proof, all or any of thefe three 
heads againft a judge, who by certain people of 
more fubtilty than innocence, had been kept up 
concealed, and refufed to fuch purfuer, to whom 
they were, and had in a remarkable manner ren¬ 
dered themfeives confpicuous, as moft inveterate 
and mortal enemies. 

It was likeways argued, that the allegation of 
falfehood againft a decreet-arbitral, was only 
words of courfe and common-ftile. This was 
fo ftrcnuoufly and fo often infifted upon in the 
courfe of the procef-, that by the arguments 
ufed by fome gentlemen, that the purlucr in that 
Q. 2 reduction 
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redu&ion was almoft led to believe, that there could 
be no fuch thing as falfehood to be underftood in 
the world ; or, at leaft, that falfehood and truth 
were fynonymous terms. From this it may be 
naturally inferred; that his thoughts behoved to 
be perplexed with a number of inconfiftencies, 
aiiling from thefe arguments; for, by fuch doc¬ 
trine, a man may fwear and lie, and fay what he 
will, without being gurlty of falfehood, which 
every body, it is believed, muft and will acknow¬ 
ledge to be a very dangerous and pernicious hy- 
pothefis. But, in order to cut fhort, I fhall at 
prefent lay afide entering into a minute difeuftion 
of the many learned arguments that already have, 
or hereafter may be, advanced upon this do&rine 
of falfehood. 

Although, therefore, by the arguments above 
hinted at, one might be at firft a little ftartled 
and perplexed ; yet, from the belief and ideas 
moft people arc poffeffed of concerning right and 
wrong, they will foon come to be convinced, 
that any thing afferted for truth, which is not fo, 
muft of confequence be a falfehood_The fol¬ 

lowing queries will demonfirate to conviction the 
truth of this hypothecs. 

I ft. When a judge afterts in his decreet-arbi¬ 
tral, that he has heard parties and their procura¬ 
tors in his own prefence, when at the fame time 
he has not done fo, is it not falfehood ? 

idly, If a judge fhall infert, or eaufe infert, 
in his decrcet-arbitral, that he has God and a 
good confidence before his eyes, when, from the 
judgment pronounced by him, it is plain he had 
neither; is it not falfehood ? 

gdly, If a judge (hall infert, or eaufe it fo to 
be done, in his decreet-arbitral, that he has con- 
(idered the whole proof and procedure anent the 
matters referred to him, but which it afterward* 

is 
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is made to appear he has not done ; is not this> 
likeways falfehood? 

4thly, If a judge /hall admit one party, and 
exclude the other, to come before him, in order 
to reprefent their caufe, and, notwithftanding of 
which, he fets forth in the narrative of his de¬ 
creet-arbitral, that he has heard both parties; 
is it not grofs partiality, joined with falsehood? 

5 thly, If a judge fhall order his clerk to read 
over the whole papers in the matter fubmitted to 
him, and yet, in his dccreet-arbitral, he declares, 
that he himfelf had read them, is it not falfehood 
and grofs iniquity in the judge ? Certainly it 
muft, as it is an eafy matter for a cunning and 
artful clerk, to read the proof in a manner dia¬ 
metrically oppoilte and contrary to the evidence 
before him, in order to miflead the judge. And 
if a clerk to a decreet-arbitral could be fo abo¬ 
minably wicked and bafe, as to take a fide for 
one party in prejudice of the other, and to read 
over the proof to the judge, and that judge proved 
to be at that time quite intoxicated with drink,, 
and overtaken with deep ; I fay. if fuch judge’s 
clerk could have been fo bafe as to read over the 
proof in fuch a way as to impofe upon the judge, 
and make him believe that the proof was in fa¬ 
vours of the defenders, fo ftrong as to make 
them intitled to an ablolvitoiywhen, at the fame 
time, they had not brought the fmaliefi fhadow 
of a pr,oof, but rather on the contrary, which if' 
the judge had read himfelf,. he mult inevitably 
have found the purfuer’s libel proven, and found 
him intitled to what he claimed from the defen¬ 
ders. From this,. 

• 6thly, If a judge will believe his clerk, andi 
pronounce fentence as he reads to him,, and at 
the fame time fets forth, in his decreet-arbitral,, 
that the purfucr has brought no proof.of. his'libel,, * 
; Q, 3, when* 
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when he has brought a fufficient proof ; is not 
this grofs falfehood, and, as fuch r ought not his 
decreet to be reduced ? 

7thly, If a> judge,, in cafes fubmitted to him,, 
fhall declare, in his decreet-arbitral, that he has 
not read nor confidcred the proof, but took it. 
upon the faith of his clerk’s telling him how the 
proof flood, fhould the judge pronounce fentence 
according to that information, would not his de¬ 
creet-arbitral be reducible, if challenged upon the 
head of his-having declared, that he had neither 
read nor confidered the proof committed to his 
charge, but had relied entirely upon the faith of 
his clerk? Would not this be rather the judg¬ 
ment of the clerk than of the judge? And like- 
wife would it not be reducible, in refpedt the ar¬ 
biter had not. faid in his decreet, that he had ful¬ 
ly confidered the debates betwixt the parties ? 
And though, for argument’s fake, we fhall fuppofe 
that the clerk has gone very accurately through 
the proof,, and formed a very juft opinion of the 
caufe, and could determine which of the parties 
ought to be found liable in damages to the. other, 
would it be fufficient for the arbiter to pronounce 
his fentence on the clerkfs opinion ? or would it 
be fair in the clerk to interfere in the matter, 
when not fubmitted to him ? And muft not every 
decreet, pronounced in this way, be confidered as 
proceeding upon falfe principles and narratives ? 
For, if falfehood is dated in a decreetrarbitral, 
whethcr.it proceeds from ignorance of the judge 
or not>. it does not fignify, as if falfehoods be 
therein.fet forth and eftablifhed. for fa£fs, would 
not fuch decreet-arbitral be liable to be challenged 
by, either party,, on their heirs, within the years 
of prescription ? 

8 thly,. If decreets-aibUral are reducible upon 
the ahoye, terms, , certainly, they arc much more 

To*, 
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fo, when an arbiter, knowingly and willingly, in- 
ferts a falfehood in his decreet-arbitral,, which he 
knows to be falfehood, and which, consequently, 
muft be both falfehood and grofs partiality in the 
judge. 

9thly, If an arbiter fhall duly confider a proof 
before him, and hear parties Submitters fully a- 
nent the matters in difpute, and, probably, after 
confidering the proof, finds the purfuer intitled 
to very high damages from the defenders, and 
Shall give his clerk orders to make out a de¬ 
creet-arbitral in favours of the purfuer, allowing 
him 500 /. Sterling , in name of damages and cx- 
pences, if, inftead of this, the clerk fhould take 
it in his head to make out the decreet, quite con¬ 
trary to the arbiter’s orders, in favours of the de¬ 
fenders, afioilzying them from the procefs com¬ 
menced againfl them, and fhall prefent this de¬ 
creet-arbitral, framed and extended by him in this 
manner, to the overfman or arbiter, who thought- 
lefly, without being afraid of the confequence, 
fhall, without reading the fame, fign it, and which 
is inftantly thereafter carried away to the regi- 
fter, and extra&s of it made out and given to the 
defenders, who had taken undue methods to im- 
pofe upon the arbiter’s or overfman ? s weaknefs, 
in a matter of this importance; would not a 
decreet-arbitral pronounced in fuch manner, as I 
have above pointed .out, be reduced upon the 
head of falfehood Solely, as not being the inten¬ 
tion of the overfman ? And would not the clerk 
or clerks, guilty of fuch fraudiifent pranks, un¬ 
doubtedly be liable to the moft Severe cenfure of 
the law ? Would not fuch clerk or clerks be juft- 
ly- intitled to the pillory, whipping through the 
mofl publick ftreets of the head-burgh of the 
county, by the hands of the common hangman,, 

and.1 
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and tranfportation for life, and even hanging 

itfelf ? 

lothly, If an overfman, after the caufe is de¬ 
volved upon his determination, by the arbiters, 
who, perhaps, could not, or, rather, would not 
agree, (hall, without giving himfelf the trouble of 
comparing the proof laid before him by the par¬ 
ties fubmitters, call for his two clerks, and fhall 
order a pack of cards to be brought into the 
room, and lhall fay to his clerks, “ You two- 
“ may play a game at ombre, and whoever of 
“ you (hall be the gainer of the game, (hall have' 
<( it in his power to determine this caufe,” would 
it not be grofs iniquity ? But let that be as it 
will, if this caufe was determined by cards, and 
the gainer framing and making out a decreet-ar¬ 
bitral in favours of the defenders, and prefenting 
the fame to the overfman or arbiter, as lofer of the 
game, in order to get him to fign it; in fuch 
cafe would not the decreet-arbitral be reducible 
upon the whole three general heads of the regu¬ 
lation 1695, becaufe there undoubtedly behoved 
to be money laid anent his authority ? 

11 thly,-If an arbiter, after a caufe is fubmitted 
to him, fhall accept thereof, with an intention to> 
defraud one party, let his claim be never fo juft 
and reafonable, and take a fide with another of 
the parties fubmitters; fuppoling, on the other 
hand, his claim to be as much upon the oppofite 
extreme, and if he, with this view, is determined 
to give his decreet in favours of the oppreftbiy 
againft the opprefled, in oppofition and contrary 
to the cleareft and moft manifeft and undoubted 
evidence that can be brought,, would not this 
judge be guilty of being corrupted, and of grofs 
partiality and falfehood in fo pronouncing his de¬ 
creet, after having, declared, that he had Godi 
and a good confidence before his eyes, when, in 
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faft, it was impoffible he could have any fuch 
thing, or undoubtedly he muft have determined 
quite otherwife. 

i2thly. If a fubmiffion is devolved on an overfi. 
man, and he be confined in a tavern, and locked 
into a room of that tavern by a parcel of officers 
belonging to the revenue, fuch as collc&ors and 
fupervifors of excife, and writers and their clerks, 
and by them be compelled, at the rifk of his life, 
to fign a decreet-arbitral, afioilzying certain par¬ 
ties fubmitters, whom they moft favoured, would 
not a decreet-arbitral, procured to be pronounced 
after this manner, be reducible upon the head of 
falfehood, as being pronounced againfi the will 
and opinion of the judge, by his being forced fo 
to do, in the fame way as a perfon might be 
forced to deliver up his purfe with his money to 
a highwayman ? 

13thly. If any perfon employed in publick trufi: 
by the government under which he lives, fuch as 
colleftors or fupervifors of excife, fhould de¬ 
clare upon oath, that they were not in company 
with a perfon, fuch (for inftance) as an overf- 
man to a fubmiffion, when, at the fame time,, 
they were in the knowledge of the contrary, 
will not fuch teftimony be looked upon as falfc, 
and the perTons giving fuch evidence, whatever 
they are, whether colle&ors or fupervifors, be 
guilty of perjury ? And ought they not to be pu- 
nifhed for fuch crimes with the punifhments 
which the laws of their country dirett in fuch 
cafes ? By the laws of this country, pillory and 
tranfportation for life is the punifhment; and, in 
our neighbouring country, the punifhment is ftill 
more fevere, by nailing the ears of the delin¬ 
quents to the pillory, and then cutting them off; 
and, in fome places abroad, they even punifh this 
crime with death itfeifj and that in the moft 

cruel 
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cruel manner : and even among the favage Indi¬ 
ans in .America, this crime is held in fuch detec¬ 
tion, that when any perfon is found guilty of it, 
he is immediately put to death without mercy, 
his body being fixed upon a public monument in 
the air, for an example of his guilt, his tongue 
tore out by the roots, and his body burnt to 
allies, and thefe allies fcattered upon the waters, 
that it may never have reft. 

i4thly, If any officer of the revenue, whether 
collector or fupervifor, or both of them, or any 
other perfon whatever, fhould corrupt a keeper 
of a tavern and his wife, and whole fervants, 
to refufe to give any perfon accefs to thofe in 
their-houfe, particularly to a judge intrufted with 
the buflnefs of the lieges, with a view to divert 
juftice from its proper channel, and when after¬ 
wards challenged for fo doing, if he fliould de¬ 
clare upon oath, that he had no hand in the mat¬ 
ter, whereas, on the contrary, he behoved to be 
confcious to himfelf, that he had given orders to 
the fervant in thefe terms : “ Not to admit any 
“ perfon to a certain gentleman in that houfe,” 
and told the fervant, “ to obey thefe orders up- 
“ on his peril,” would not fuch colleiftor, or any 
other perfon, in this event, be guilty of the moft 
grofs iniquity, perjury and fali'ehood ? 

15thly, If a collector and fupervifor of excife 
fhould engage a room in a public houfe or inn, 
therein to confine and keep up an overfman in a 
fubmiftion from having an opportunity of feeing 
any body but fuch as they pleafed to admit to 
him, and afterwards, when put upon oath anent 
their doing fo, fhould flatly deny it ; where¬ 
as, on the contrary, they were fenfible that they 
were concerned in fo doing ; would not this be 
downright and barefaced falfehoodand perjury? 

i6thly. 
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i6thly, If a clerk to a fubmiffion ffiould fwear 
that an overlman to whom he was clerk, was ft/ 
ber, when, at the fame time, he knew him to be 
drunk, would not this be both falfehood and per¬ 
jury r ^ 

,, ,7‘ hl y> ' f j* , clerk » a fubmiffion ffioul,! fwear, 
that he had delivered papers to an overfman, in 
his ownhoufe, wl ich he was conl'cious to him- 
, , h . e had not d °nc, would he not juftly be 

looked upon not only as guilty of a grofs breach 
of truft, as well as of falfehood and perjury ? 

18thly. If a clerk to a devolution and decieet- 
arbitral ffiould fwear, that he had not feen an 
overfman for three weeks preceeding a certain 
time, fpccified and condefcended on by him 
™ hen \ on the contrary, he was fenfible of having 
been in company with him fome hours before 
the tune fo condefcended on, and had breakfafted 

ir I!” t J hat r rnin S> woulcI not he be guilty 
of falfehood and perjury ? & j 

19thly, If a clerk to a fubmiffion ffiould fwear 
that he went to the arbiters, and demanded all 
papers they had, in order to lay before theoverf- 
man, but which he knew he had not done, would 
he not be guilty of fraud, breach of truft, f,lfe 
hood and perjury? 

t-i 2 f°u hl u" Yx* clerk to a fubm5 ^c)n ffiould fwear 
that he had been with the parties, by orders of 

the overfman, to require of them all the papers 
they had anent the matter in difpute, in order to 
lay them before the overfman, and ffiould return 
to him with a lie in his mouth, telling he had 
been with the parties, but that they had no more 
materials to lay before him, if he did not fo 
would be not be guilty of fraud, breach of truft! 
faliehood and perjuiy ? 9 

2iftly If an inn-keeper and his wife ffiould 
I wear, that a man was lbber when in their houfe, ’ 
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at a time they were fure he was drunk, would 

not they be guilty of falfehood and perjury ? 

22 dly, If a clerk to a decreet-arbitral fliould 
fvvc-ar, that an overfman had read over the whole 
proof in the matter before him, and deliberately 
confidered the fame, when he knew he had not 
done it, would not he be guilty of faltehood and 

^ 22dly If a merchant fhould fwear, that he 
had never interefted himfelf in a difpute betwixt 
parties, when, at the fame time he was confcious 
he had done fo, greatly to the hurt and prejudice 
of one of the parties, would not he, in that calc, 
be guilty of fafehood and perjury ? 

T here are various kinds of falfehood, lome of 
which are of a more dangerous and hurtful nature 
than others; fome are told in diverfion over a 
olafs, fome in fupport of an argumen merely for 
its own fake, without any intention to do hurt 
to any perfon ; thefe can only be interpreted idle 
amufements and vanity in the perfons concerned 

>n There are, upon fome occafions, falsehoods 
told to appeafe wrath, and to prevent mifchiefs 
or quarrels by pacifying people m anger from 
committing or doing any thing hurtful ether to 
themfelvcs or others, when them paflions have 
ernr rhe afeendant over their reafon. Thefe kinds 
^fa fehood are fomewhat juftiHable, as it is done 
with an intention to do good rather than hurt 
and rmftly are attended with the good luck, that 
no bad confequences are likely to enfue from 
them -, which is not the cafe with fome other 

f0r rhere fa are °a >d certain fpecies of ill-minded de- 
fJng people, who make a praffice of telling 
Sfehoods, in order to defame and hurt their 
neighbours in the eyes of the world: thefejme 
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moft dangerous and pernicious falfehoods, and 
are often attended with very fatal confequences ; 
and therefore the authors of fuch are altogether 
unfit, and bad members of fociety. 

Falfehood upon oath is exprefly againfl: the 
laws of God and man ; and thofe who bear falfe 
witnefs againfl: their neighbour, are guilty of ca¬ 
lumny and perjury, and the laws of all countries 
have moft juftly allotted the moft fevere puniflt- 
ments for fuch offences, when difcovered; and, 
if proper and fevere remedies were not provided 
againfl: fuch deteftable and horrid villany, it would 
create the utmoft confuflon, difcord and diforder 
in fociety; harmony, peace, and good order a- 
mong mankind would then come to a final diflo- 
lution, and death and bloodlhed would be the fa- 
„tal confequences arifing from this wicked and fla¬ 
gitious vice. For this reafon, it is an eftabliflied 
law among all nations, that the teftimonies of 
witnefles are held as facred ; and, where-ever any 
evidence is given contrary to what the witnefs 
knows to be true, is looked upon, not only as 
falfefehood, but likeways as perjury, and, as fuch, 
is moft feverely punifhed. 

Thefe crimes of falfehood and perjury are of 
fuch a heinous nature, and fo pernicious and le- 
ftru&ive to human fociety, that they can admit 
ofnoexcufe whatever; and the perfon whofe 
confcience is fo feared, as to be guilty of 
this crime, mufthave a heart harder than fleel, 
and more impregnable than the molt impene¬ 
trable diamond or adamant ; fuch are more 
dreadful than the moft devouring inftruments of 
death, and more infufferable than even the ter¬ 
rors of hell; and a man would be equally fafe in 
the jaws of a lion', or in the paws of a bear, as 
he would be, if he thould intruft himfelf to the 
mercy or faith of fuch perjured and perfidious 
R monfters 
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monfters of impiety. No man that has any 
thought of futurity after this life, but mull tremble 
.at the very thoughts of fuch crimes, which even 
the fear of death could not prevail on him to be 
guilty of; for death is a debt which we mortals 
do all owe, and fooner or later mull pay ; and 
though there is but one way for our coming into 
the world, yet there are many whereby we may 
be carried out of the fame. One perl'on may, in 
a moment, by many accidents in life, be fnatched 
oft into eternity in the midft of his days, with all 
his fins hanging about him; another may lan- 
guidi under a long and lingering difteraper; 
and others in defperate agonies, before the thread 
of life is cut. From thefe and fuch like confidc- 
rations, men ought to be very diligent, in im¬ 
ploring the aftiftance of the Great Creator of all 
things, to prevent them from falling into fuch 
deadly crimes, left they fliould be called oft' in 
the midft of them; for, while there is life, there 
is hope, which, to. a good and honeft heait, af¬ 
fords unfpeakable comfort, fufficient to compen¬ 
sate for the greateft mifery and aftliftion that may 
befall us in this world, by the promifes of eter¬ 
nal joy and felicity in that which is to come. 
This confideration is fufticicnt to put people on 
their guard, fo as to make them endeavour to 
live in fuch a way, as not to be afraid to die; 
and indeed every good man would rather choofe 
cheerfully to meet death in all its moll horrid 
fhapes, than to be guilty of the crimes of perju¬ 
ry, and fuch like, which muft leave a perpetual 
odium on their memories in this world, and 
bring them, to eternal and never-ending punifh- 
ments in the next; for, we have all the reafon 
in the world to believe, that thofe who are guilty 
of perjury, muft be in the ftate of the damned, 
becaufe, fuch offence, when joined with fome 

other 
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other aggravations, may naturally be thought ta 
border very much with the iin againft the Holy 
Ghoft, which, we are told by facred writ, is never 
to be forgiven, cither here or hereafter for whan 
more daring infult can be offered to the Divine 
Majefly, than for any of his creatures to be fo 
audacious, as to approach his throne, and, in 
his prefence, to invoke him, and call upon hfs 
name, to witnefs a falfehood. The very thoughts 
•of it muff be Shocking, even to diffraction! yet, 
notwithffanding of this, there are fome people fo 
abandoned to all forts of vice, and fo void of all 
fenfe of virtue, that, were it not for fear of being 
<taken hold of by the laws of the land, their wic- 
•kednefs would go beyond all the bounds of de¬ 
cency and religion, as they never allow any 
thought of futurity to enter their minds, their 
foie concern extending no further than to avoid 
temporal, without giving .themlelves the trouble 
•to avoid meriting eternal punilhments: but we 
of this nation are bleffcd with good and whole- 
fome laws, to curb the inference of fuch daring 
wickednefs. 

Scotland in particular is Angularly lucky, in be¬ 
ing under the care and guidance of one of the 
moff auguft courts in Europe, the judges of which 
make it their particular frudy to encourage vir¬ 
tue, and punifh and check vice in its earlieff bud, 
and make their confcience fo far dire ft them in 
their duty, that an innocent perfon, though poor* 
will find protection, while thole who are wicked 
and bafe, be they never fo rich, will meet with 
the juff punifh'ment which the laws of the nation 
authorize them to inflift on thofe whole actions 
merit their cenfure. 

The honourable Gentlemen, this nation has 
the bleifing to have at prefent appointed over 
it, for the adminiffration of jultice, are fo 

attentive 
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attentive to the good and intereft of their coun¬ 
try, and to the welfare of their fellow-ful> 
jefts, that they make the ftrifteft and moft mi¬ 
nute ferutiny into the adminiftration of all the 
inferior courts, in order to prevent any abufes 
beinor committed by thofe who aft as judges, as 
well°as thofe inferior officers of the law, who 
are appointed for putting in execution the de¬ 
crees and fentences of thefe courts. In ffiort, 
they make it their ftndy to aft with that impar¬ 
tiality and candour that their duty requires, and 
they may juitly be faid to live up to the rule laid 
down for them in Scripture, that is, by being a 
terror to evil doers, and a praife to them that do 
well : and that we maybe long under the pro- 
teftion of fuch wholefome laws, adminiftrate by 
fuch learned and able judges, is, and ought to be 
the particular wiffi of every good and well-think¬ 
ing man. But, that I may not tire out the pa¬ 
tience of my readers any longer, I (hall now con¬ 
clude, by giving them ground to expeft, that, at 
fome after-period, I may perhaps entertain them, 
in my next publication, with a key to unlock the 
door of any thing mylterious, that may be con¬ 
tained in this laft part of my work. 


FINIS. 


N. B. This Book is entered in Stationers Ball, 
according to Aft of Parliament. 
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